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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 
(EXTRA ORDINARY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION) 

WRIT PETITION (CRIMINAL) NO. OF 2020 
(IN THE MA ITER OF PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION) 

IN THE MATTER OF:-

SANGEETA SHARMA 

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. 

THE REGISTRAR 
DELHI HIGH COURT 
NEW DELHI 

..... PETITIONER 
VERSUS 

. ....... RESPONDENTS 

URGENT APPLICATION 
Sir, 

Kindly treat the accompanying writ petition as an urgent one as 
per High Court Rules. The grounds of urgency are the Anti India 
activities of Twitter i.e. Respondent No. 5 promoting separatist and 
terrorist twitter handles/ accounts on its platform is damaging India's 
integrity, sovereignty, image and therefore destabilizing the country 
everyday and Govt. of India has to respond urgently to the aforesaid 

threats. ~ 
~ 

P ITIONER 
Date: 10.09.2020 

Place: New Delhi 
Through 

~ 
(DESH RAT AN NIGAM & 

AWANISH SINHA) 
Advocates 

LGF-6/33-33A, Vikram Vihar, 
Lajpat Nagar-IV, New Delhi-110024 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 
(EXTRA ORDINARY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION) 

WRIT PETITION (CRIMINAL) NO. OF 2020 
(IN THE MATTER OFPUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION) 

IN THE MATTER OF:-

2 

SANGEETA SHARMA ..... PETITIONER 

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

1. UNION OF INDIA, 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

. ....... RESPONDENTS 

A-WING, SHASTRI BHAWAN, NEW DELHI-110001 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 
THROUGH THE STANDING COUNSEL 
HIGH COURT OF DELHI 

2. MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE, 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY 
4TH FLOOR, A-WING, SHASTRI BHAWAN, 
NEW DELHI -110001, 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 
THROUGH THE STANDING COUNSEL 
HIGH COURT OF DELHI 

3. MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY, 
ELECTRONICS NIKETAN, 



3 
6, CGO COMPLEX, LODHI ROAD, NEW' DELHI -110003 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 

·THROUGH THE STANDING COUNSEL 
. HIGH COURT OF DELHI 

4. NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY, 
NIA BUILDING, OPP, LODHI RD, 
CGO COMPLEX, NEW DELHI-110003 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 
THROUGH THE STANDING COUNSEL 
HIGH COURT OF DELHI 

SUB: WRIT PETITION (C) NO. OF 2020 SANGEETA 
SHARMA VERSUS UNION OF INDIA@ ORS. 

Sir, 

The undersigned is filing a petition in the above mentioned matter and 
the said writ petition is likely to be listed on ................... before the 
Hon'ble Delhi High Court. 

A complete set of petition along with documents are enclosed 
herewith for your necessary action. 

Thanking you, 

~ 
(DESH RAT AN NIGAM & 

AWANISH SINHA) 
Advocates 
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WRIT PETITION (CRIMINAL) NO. OF 2020 
(IN THE MATTER OFPUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION) 

IN THE MATTER OF:-

~ 

SANGEETA SHARMA ..... PETITIONER 

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ........ RESPONDENTS 

CONSOLIDATED COURT FEES 

DATE & TIME: 

GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI 
e-Court Fee 

NAMES OF THE ACC/ REGISTERED USER : 

11-SEP-2020 11 :45:41 

SHCIL 

LOCATION: 

e-COURT RECEIPT NO : 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 
(EXTRA ORDINARY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION) 

WRIT PETITION (CRIMINAL) NO. OF 2020 
(IN THE MATTER OFPUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION) 

IN THE MATTER OF:-

s-

SANGEETA SHARMA ..... PETITIONER 

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. 

MEMO OF PARTIES 

MS. SANGEETA SHARMA 
W /0 TILAK RAJ SHARMA 
HOUSE NO. 2194, SECTOR-B, 

. ....... RESPONDENTS 

POCKET-II, VASANT KUNJ, NEW DELHI-110070 ..... PETITIONER 

VERSUS 

1. UNION OF INDIA, 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
A-WING, SHASTRI BHAWAN, NEW DELHI-110001 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 

2. MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE, 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY 

,"-.~-

4TH FLOOR, A-WING, SHASTRI BHAWAN, 
NEW DELHI -110001, 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 



3. MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY, 
ELECTRONICS NIKETAN, 
6, CGO COMPLEX, LODHI ROAD, NEW DELHI -110003 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 

4. NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY, 
NIA BUILDING, OPP, LODHI RD, 
CGO COMPLEX, NEW DELHI-110003 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 

5. TWITTER COMMUNICATIONS INDIA PVT. LTD. 

'>:-.~ 

THROUGH ITS INDIAN REPRESNTATIVE 
MS. SHAGUFTA KAMRAN & MS. MAHIMA KAUL, 
OFFICE AT- C-20, G BLOCK, NEAR 
MCA BANDRA, KURLA COMPLEX, 
BANDRA (E), MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA - 400051 
EMAIL:- cramachandran@twitter.com ........ RESPONDENTS 

Date: 10.09.2020 

Place: New Delhi 

PE~R 
Through 

~ 
(DESH RAT AN NIGAM & 

AWANISH SINHA) 
Advocates 

LGF-6/33-33A, Vikram Vihar, 
Lajpat Nagar-IV, New Delhi-110024 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 
(EXTRA ORDINARY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION) 

WRIT PETITION (CRIMINAL) NO. OF 2020 
(IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION) 

IN THE MATTER OF:-

MS. SANGEETA SHARMA 
W /0 TILAK RAJ SHARMA 
HOUSE NO. 2194, SECTOR-B, 

7 

POCKET-II, VASANT KUNJ, NEW DELHI-110070 ..... PETITIONER 

VERSUS 

1. UNION OF INDIA, 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
A-WING, SHASTRI BHAWAN, NEW DELHI-110001 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 

2. MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE, 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY 
4TH FLOOR, A-WING, SHASTRI BHAWAN, 
NEW DELHI -110001, 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 

3. MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
THROUGH ITS SECRETARY, 

·".7 

ELECTRONICS NIKETAN, 
6, CGO COMPLEX, LODHI ROAD, NEW DELHI -110003 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 

.·:! 
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4. NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY, 
NIA BUILDING, OPP, LODHI RD, 
CGO COMPLEX, NEW DELHI-110003 
E-MAIL:-mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com 
Mob:- 9999864964 

5. TWITTER COMMUNICATIONS INDIA PVT. LTD. 
THROUGH ITS INDIAN REPRESNTATIVE 
MS. SHAGUFTA KAMRAN & MS. MAHIMA KAUL, 
OFFICE AT- C-20, G BLOCK, NEAR 
MCA BANDRA, KURLA COMPLEX, 
BANDRA (E), MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA - 400051 

C6 

EMAIL:- cramachandran@twitter.com ........ RESPONDENTS 

A PIL UNDER ARTICLE 226 OF CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 

SEEKING A WRIT OF MANDAMUS OR ANY, OTHER WRIT, 

ORDER OR DIRECTION AGAINST THE RESPONDENT NOS. 1 

TO 4 THEREBY DIRECTING THEM TO TAKE AN ACTION 

AGAINST TWITTER INDIA PVT. LTD. INVOLVED IN 

CONSPIRACY OF PROMOTION OF KHALISTANI MOVEMENT 

AND DIRECT THE RESPONDENT NOS. 1 TO 4 TO MAKE A 

MECHANISM TO CHECK CONTENTS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 

WHICH ARE SPREADING ANTI NATIONAL AGENDA, HATRED 

AMONGST THE COMMUNITIES, SEDITIOUS, INSTIGATIVE, 
' 

SEPARATIST, HATE FILLED, DIVISIVE, AGAINST THE 

SOCIETY AT LARGE AND AGAINST THE SPIRIT OF UNION OF 

INDIA. 

To 

·:! 
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C] 
The Hon'ble Chief Justice and His Lordship's Companion Judges of 
the Hon'ble High Court of Judicature, Delhi at New Delhi. 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:-

The humble Petition of the 
above named Petitioner.' 

1. That the Petitioner herein is filing the instant writ petition and 

public interest and is a citizen of India and permanent resident at 

the aforementioned address and are domicile of New Delhi. The 

Petitioner approaches to this Hon'ble court trnough present PIL 

under Article 226 of Constitution of India to issue appropriate 

Writ, Order or Direction to the Respondent Nos. 1 to 4 and 

Respondent No. 5 in terms of the prayers in the present Writ 

Petition. The Petitioner has no personal interest in the litigation 

and the petition is not guided by self gain or for gain of any 

other person/ institution or body and that there 'is no motive 

other public interest in filing the present petition. 

2. That since the Petitioner is regular user on social media platform 

and source of information are the posts of verified and 

authenticated social media account posts and also the 

" 
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to 
information of Member of Parliament Mr. Anant Kumar Hegde 

available in public domain as well as information from other 

sources. The Respondent No. 5 is Twitter Communications India 

Private Limited is a Private Company incorporated on 20 ·.· 

February 2013. It is classified as Non-Govt. Company and is 

registered at Registrar of Companies, Mumbai. Twitter 

Communications India Private Limited's Corporate 

Identification Number is (CIN) U74900-MH2013-PTC240630 and 

its registration number is 240630. The Respondent No. 5 is 

representing through. Ms. Shagufta Kamran, Ms. Mahima Kaul 

who is involved in the issues directly and both are responsible 

for all business of Respondent No.5 in India. 

3. That the present petition is filed for benefit of Indian Citizens 

and since these persons are too numerous and have no personal 

interest in the matter, they are unlikely to approach this Hon'ble 

Court on this issue. The brazen attack on sovereignty and 

integrity in India on twitter platform is to the detriment to the 

citizens as a whole. Hence the present PIL. The Respondent No. 

1 is the Union of India through Secretary, Ministry of Home 

.:J 



II 
Affairs, Respondent No.2 is the Ministry of Law and Justice, 

Respondent No.3 is the Ministry of Electronics & Information 

Technology and Respondent No.4 is National Investigation 

.:J 

Agency which is capable of investigating the issues involved. 

4. That the affective parties are Respondent Nos. 1 to 5, no other 

parties is likely to be affected by the order in the Writ Petition. In 

the absence of any mechanism or law prohibiting Twitter Inc. 

and/ or Twitter Communications India Pvt. Ltd. and other 

similar social media platforms from spreading, circulating, 

amplifying in the form of advertisement or otherwise which are 

spreading separatist agenda, seditious material, hatred amongst 

communities, instigative, divisive against the society at large, 

threat to national security and against the spirit of the Union of 

India. 

5. That the Petitioner being citizen of India is a regular user of 

social media platforms including twitter and therefore 

competent to espouse the present cost on behalf of the citizens. 

The Petitioner has the means to pay the cause, if any imposed by 

court and on an undert~king to the court in that respect. Due to 

.>:..7-
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inaction of Respondent Nos. 1 to' 4 for not having any rule, 

circular, notification, mechanism prohibiting the Respondent 

No. 5 from acting, publishing, circulating the news/ contents/ 

.:, 

articles which are contrary to the law of land and also spirit of·· 

Union of India and the said platform is being used to call upon 

separatist, creating panic in some sections of the society, 

challenging the unity, integrity and sovereignty of Union of 

India. Currently, the separatist share using the platform of 

Respondent No.5 to communicate the message which calls upon 

breaking of India and Respondent No.5 has abetted the act by 

accepting financial gratification and paid advertisements. 

6. That the Petitioner didn't make any representation to the 

Respondents. Since the issue involved in the present petition is a 

constitutional issue and dignity of the Nation, which could be 

only examined by either Hon'ble Apex Court ot the Hon'ble 

High Courts including this Hon'ble Court, making a 

representation to Respondents would not serve the purpose. The 

Petitioner is regularly using the Respondent No. 5 social 

platform. Sometimes in the end of April, 2020, Petitioner came to 

'"-.~ 



13 
know that the Member of parliament Mr. Anant Kumar Hegde 

in news stating and commenting about the support of 

Respondent No. 5 in Anti National agenda, the Petitioner further 

says that after enquiring about the issues, the Petitioner came to · .. · 

know that the Respondent No. S's server were used for the 

promotion of # Khalistan, still there are many users who are 

having there user name as kahlistan or similar to Khalistan just 

to promote the Anti national activity, the screen snap shot of 

various users who are promoting this anti National agenda is 

hereby attached and marked as 11 Annexure-1". Another tweet 

done by Twitter user with name mentioned as Gurpatwant 

Singh Pannun through his Twitter handle @GPannun. The 

screenshot of the tweet is annexed herewith as 11 Annexure-2". 

7. That in the News report Mr. Anant Kumar Hegde writes to PMO 

against Twitter Inc.'s 'anti-national acts' The ' Lok Sabha 

member also suggested developing an Indian version of 

Twitter to prevent 'digital colonization' of the country on Apr 

28, 2020; BJP MP and Lok Sabha member Anantkumar Hegde 

has written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, raising concerns 

'':-.7, 



IL, 
about Respondent No.5 alleged interference in free-speech by 

targeting nationalistic accounts. Calling the micro-blogging site 

u detrimental to India's strategic interest & democratic fabric of 

society," Hegde presented six points to be considered by the·. 

PMO while investigating Twitter. These points include selective 

targeting of nationalistic Twitter accounts and pro-Indian 

handles; suspension of handles belonging to elected 

representatives without notice; promotion of slanderous handles 

uspewing poison" about the Prime Minister, Home Minister and 

CM' s via paid ads; no action against handles spreading 

discontent, fake news and objectionable content against any 

religion or the country. He also pointed out that Twitter didn't 

receive pro-Khalistan tweets as harshly as the nationalistic ones. 

He also attached a Wall Street Journal tweet that said civic 

liberties were at stake in India under PM Modi, which wasn't 

removed despite repeated complaints. He also suggested 

developing an Indian version of the micro-blogging site with the 

help of NIC, CDAC or CDOT to preserve transparency and 

prevent uDigital colonization" of the country by Twitter. Hegde 

,, 
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also stated that his personal Twitter account and that of Policy 

Thinktank @Cksindia, which raised the issue of anti-Indian 

activities by the site, were also suspended. Hegde requested the 

PMO to investigate the motives behind such acts and to ascertain ·.· 

whether the micro-blogging site accepts payments to promote 

anti-Indian, anti-Modi and anti-BJP tweets. The copy of press 

note covering the story of Anant Kumar Hegde Ji is hereby 

attached and marked as 11 Annexure-3" and the Letter by Anant 

Kumar hedge ji dated 25.04.2020 is hereby attached and marked 

as 11 Annexure-4". 

8. That the Respondent No.5 is having 3 offices running in India, 

which is specially for marketing and other corporate reasons just 

for increasing revenue, none of the office are working as a 

grievance office to resolve the complaints of users in India, when 

Petitioner enquired official website it shows "Grievance Officer 

contact information for users in India Twitter International 

Company, cj o Jeremy Kessel, One Cumberland Place, Fenian 

Street, Dublin 2, D02 AX07, Ireland, grievance-officer-in @ 

twitter.com, Petitioner states that In India there one nearly 35 

',,_ 



/6 
million active users in 2019 even though there is no grievance 

cell in India, this shows Respondent No. 5 is not interested to 

resolve issues on ground level specially to work within its 

territorial jurisdiction of India. 
.;, 

9. That many of the #Khalistan and related promotion were still on 

Twitter and despite issues being raised by the Member of 

Parliament, the Respondent No. 5 is not serious about the issues 

and therefore it has not taken any serious action against the 

users. To show that Respondent no. 5 has done something some 

of the users were blocked who were spreading and having users 

name related to #Khalistan, the reason of banning were not 

declared, for such a ban the Respondent No. 1 having some rules 

and after click over the banned icon the Petitioner get an 

information which is mentioned as bellow:-

uAbout country withheld content why might content be 

withheld? If you have encountered a Tweet or an account that 

has been marked as withheld, you may be wondering what that 

means and why that may have happened. With hundreds of 

millions of Tweets posted every day around the world, our goal is 

-~ 
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to respect user expression, while also taking into 

consideration applicable local laws. Many countries, 

including the United States, have laws that may apply to Tweets 

and/or Twitter account content. In our continuing effort to make . '' 

our services available to people everywhere, if we receive a valid 

and properly scoped request from an authorized entity, it may be 

necessary to withhold access to certain content in a 

particular country from time to time. Such withholdings 

will be limited to the specific jurisdictiol! that has issued the 

valid legal demand or where the content has been found to violate 

local law(s). Transparency is vital to protecting freedom of 

expression" 

10. That the Petitioner says that Respondent No. 5 are international 

Platform and are easy to access worldwide and therefore, the 

Khalistani movement is also being spread throughout United 

Kingdom, United states and Canada, mere withholding access 

to certain content in a particular country from time to time and 

therefore, such withholdings will be limited to the specific 

jurisdiction, does not solve the problem. The Respondent No.5 



':-,':-

IS 
are culprit of spreading Khalistani 'movement and anti National 

agenda to public at large and after receiving complaint from 

many users, the Respondent no. 5 upheld the account as per the 

information itself reveals that the Anti national tweets were·. 

upheld only for the Jurisdiction of the India, whether such tweet 

ban can solve the problem by banning only in India? Why 

Respondent no.S have not permanently deleted suspend the 

users and submitted its details to Government of India or related 

authority? The demand of separation from India, were not only 

being promoted in India but it is promoting through various 

countries outside India. 

11. That the Respondent No. 5 is responsible for the conspiracy of 

Khalistan and thus by doing this Respondent No.5 is culprit of 

abetting the Terrorism in India. The Respondent No. 5 is 

Accused of various sections of the Act of the law 'which are as 

follows:-

a. As per Section 107 of the Indian Penal Code 

Abetment of a thing. -A person abets the doing of a thing, 

who- (First) - Instigates any person to do that thzng; or 

.:J 
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19 
(Secondly) -Engages with one or more other person or persons 

in any conspiracy for the doing of that thing, if an act or illegal 

omission takes place in pursuance of that conspiracy, and in 

order to the doing of that thing; or 

(Thirdly) - Intentionally aids, by any act or illegal omission, .. I 

the doing of that thing. 

b. Section 153A of The Indian Penal Code I 

Promoting enmity between different groups on ground of 

religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, etc., and doing 

acts prejudicial to maintenance of harmony.-

(1) Whoever- (a) by words, either spoken or written, or by 

signs or by visible representations or otherwise, promotes or 

attempts to promote, on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, 

residence, language, caste or community or any other ground 

whatsoever, disharmony or feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-will 

between different religious, racial, language or regional groups 

or castes or communities, or 1. Subs. by Act 35 of 1969, s. 2, for 

section 153A. 41 (b) commits any act which is prejudicial to the 

maintenance of harmony between different religious, racial, 

language or regional groups or castes or communities, and which 

disturbs or is likely to disturb the public tranquility, 1 [or]1 [(c) 

organizes any exercise, movement, drill or other similar activity 

intending that the participants in such activity shall use or be 

trained to use criminal force or violence or knowing it to be likely 

that the participants in such activity will use or be· trained to use 
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2o 
criminal force or violence, or participates in such activity 

intending to use or be trained to use criminal force or violence or 

knowing it to be likely that the participants in such activity will 

use or be trained to use criminal force or violence, against any 

religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or .. ' 

community and such activity for any reason whatsoever causes 

or is likely to cause fear or alarm or a feeling of insecurity 

amongst members of such religious, racial, language or regional 

group or caste or community,] shall be punished with 

imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 

with both. 

c. 153B ofThe Indian Penal Code 

Imputations, assertions prejudicial to national integration.- (1) 

Whoever, by words either spoken or written or by signs or by 

visible representations or otherwise,- (a) makes or publishes 

any imputation that any class of persons cannot, by reason of 

their being members of any religious, racial, language or regional 

group or caste or community, bear true faith and allegiance to 

the Constitution of India as by law established or uphold the 

sovereignty and integrity of India, or (b) asserts, counsels, 

advises, propagates or publishes that any class of persons shall, 

by reason of their being members of any religious, racial, 

language or regional group or caste or community, be denied, or 

deprived of their rights as citizens of India, or (c) makes or 

publishes and assertion, counsel, plea or appeal concerning the 
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obligation of any class of persons, by reason of their being 

members of any religious, racial, language or regional group or 

caste or community, and such assertion, counsel, plea or appeal 

causes or is likely to cause disharmony or feelings of enmity or 

hatred or ill-will between such members and other persons, shall .. . ' 

be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, 

or with fine, or with both. (2) Whoever commits an offence 

specified in sub-section (1) in any place of worship or in any 

assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or 

religious ceremonies shall be punished with imprisonment which 

may extend to five years and shall also be liable to fine. 

d. 121A of The Indian Penal Code, Conspiracy to commit 

offences punishable by section 121.-Whoever within or 

without conspires to commit any of the offences punishable by 

section 121, or conspires to overawe, by means of criminal force 

or the show of criminal force, the Central Government or any 

State Government, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, 

or with imprisonment of either description which may extend to 

ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

e. Section 124A- of The Indian Penal Code Sedition.­

Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by 

visible representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring 

into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite 

disaffection towards, the Government established by law in 

India, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, to which fine 
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may be ·added, or with imprisonment which may extend to three 

years, to which fine may be added, or with fine. 

d. THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ACT, 2000, 

Section 66F Punishment for cyber terrorism.-

(1) Whoever,- (A) with intent to threaten the unity, integrity, .. 

security or sovereignty of India or to strike terror in the people or 

any section of the people by- (i) denying or cause the denial of 

access to any person authorized to access computer resource; or 

(ii) attempting to penetrate or access a computer resource 

without authorization or exceeding authorized access; or (iii) 

introducing or causing to introduce any computer contaminant, 

and by means of such conduct causes or is likely to cause death 

or injuries to persons or damage to or destruction of property or 

disrupts or knowing that it is likely to cause damage or 

disruption of supplies or services essential to the life of the 

community or adversely affect the critical information 

infrastructure specified under section 70; or (B) knowingly or 

intentionally penetrates or accesses a computer resource without 

authorization or exceeding authorized access, and by means of 

such conduct obtains access to information, data or computer 

data base that is restricted for reasons of the security of the State 

or foreign relations; or any restricted information, data or 

computer data base, with reasons to believe that such 

information, data or computer data base so obtained may be used 

to cause or likely to cause injury to the interests of the 
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sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, 

friendly relations with foreign States, public order, decency or 

morality, or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or 

incitement to an offence, or to the advantage of any foreign 

nation, group of individuals or otherwise, commits the offence of .. " 

cyber terrorism. (2) Whoever commits or conspires to commit 

cyber terrorism shall be punishable with imprisonment which 

may extend to imprisonment for life. 

e. The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, Section 

39- Offence relating to support given to a terrorist Organization 

(1) A person commits the offence relating to' support given to a 

terrorist organization, -

(a) Who, with intention to further the activity of a terrorist 

organization, -

(i) Invites support for the terrorist organization, and 

(ii) The support is not or is not restricted to provide money or 

other property within the meaning of section 40; or 

(b) Who, with intention to further the activity of a terrorist 

organization, arranges, manages or assists in , arranging or 

managing a meeting which he knows is -

(i) to support the terrorist organization, or 

(ii) to further the activity of the terrorist organization, or 

(iii) to be addressed by a person who associates or professes to be 

associated with the terrorist organization; or 
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(c) who, with intention to further the activity of a terrorist 

organization, addresses a meeting for the purpose of encouraging 

support for the terrorist organization or to further its activity. 

(2) A person, who commits the offence relating to support given 

to a terrorist organization under sub-section (1), shall be ·. 

punishable with imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten 

years, or with fine, or with both. 

12. Thus from the above act and elaborated sections it is crystal clear 

that The Respondent No. 5 is involved in the conspiracy of 

Supporting a separate country for Sikhs i.e. KHALISTAN, The 

Centre's ban on pro-Khalistan group "Sikhs for 'Justice" has been 

upheld by a tribunal constituted under the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act saying its activities were "disruptive" and 

threatened the "sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of 

India". The tribunal, headed by Delhi High Court Chief Justice 

DN Patel, said the evidence also proved that SFJ was "working 

' 
in collusion with anti-India entities and forces". The central 

government had sufficient cause to take action under the UAPA 

for declaring SFJ as an unlawful association, it said. "The 

notification dated July 10, 2019 issued by the Union of India 

under the Act declaring Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) to be an 
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unlawful association is hereby confirmed. The copy of Gazette 

dated January 8, 2020 to ban Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) is hereby 

attached as 11 Annexure-5" The reference is answered in the 

.i) 

affirmative," the tribunal said. The Centre in July 10, 2019 ·. 

notification had declared SFJ as an unlawful association and had 

banned it for five years, saying the group's primary objective 

was to establish an "independent and sovereign country" in 

Punjab and it openly espouses the cause of Khalistan, 

challenging the sovereignty and territorial integrity of India. The 

Respondent No.5 being top social media platform knows it very 

well even after this they allowed their platform not only to join 

but promote Khalistani movement. Even today the promoter of 

Khalistan Mr. Gurpatwant Singh Pannun still having their 

tweeter account with different user I'd i.e. @_Pannun_SFJOS. 

The Screen photo Copy of twitter account is hereby' attached and 

marked as 11 Annexure-6". 

13. That the Petitioner says that this is very horrific that after 

Respondent No.5 have given clean chit to the pers~ns who has 

initiated war against Government of India. The Respondent No . 

. ';..~ 
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5 is not only supporting them but also promoting their tweet by 

taking good sum of money, it is a planned strategy to promote 

Khalistan model in soCial media, many of Pakistani handles are 

·:! 

further promoting the tweet of Mr. Gurpatwant Singh Pannun · .. 

who is handling and chief of the Khalistan movement and 

residing outside India. The Khalistan movement is supported by 

many of Sikhs who are not the resident of India, therefore this 

issues need to be investigate by the Indian agency who are 

capable of investigating it. These issues point towards alarming 

situation and are connected with the integrity of India therefore 

the National Investigation agency is the right choice to 

investigate the case. 

14. That the Petitioner approaches to this Hon'ble Court directly in 

which one of the reason is that none of investigation agency are 

having power to investigate the case other than National 

Investigation Agency i.e. Respondent No. 4. As per the 

Amendment in THE NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY 

(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2019. Dated July 25,2019, reproduced as 

>.7'-
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bellow;- ( The copy of gazette dated 25 July 2019 is hereby 

attached and marked as "Annexure-7" ) 

uin section 3 of the principal Act, in sub-section (2), after 

the word uindia", the words u and, subject to any international · " 

treaty or domestic law of the concerned country, outside India, 11 
· 

shall be inserted. 5. In section 6 of the principal Act, after sub-, 

section (7), the following sub-sections shall be inserted, 

namely:- u (8) Where the Central Government is of the opinion 

that a Scheduled Offence has been committed at any place 

outside India to which this Act extends, it may direct the Agency 

to register the case and take up investigatiotz as if such offence 

has been committed in India. 11 

As per the Section 6 of NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY 

(AMENDMENT) ACT which reproduced as bellow:-

uinvestigation of Scheduled Offences.- (1) On receipt of 

information and recording thereof under section 154 of the Code 

relating to any Scheduled Offence the officer-in-charge of the 

police station shall forward the report to the State Government 
' forthwith. (2) On receipt of the report under sub-section (1), the 

State Government shall forward the report to the Central 

Government as expeditiously as possible. (3) On receipt of report 

from the State Government, the Central Government shall 

determine on the basis of information made available by the State 
. 

Government or received from other sources, within fifteen days 
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from the date of receipt of the report, whether the offence is a 

Scheduled Offence or not and also whether, having regard to the 

gravity of the offence and other relevant factors, it is a fit case to 

be investigated by the Agency. (4) Where the Central 

Government is of the opinion that the offence is a Scheduled ·. 

Offence and it is a fit case to be investigated by the Agency, it 

shall direct the Agency to investigate the, said offence. (5) 

Notwithstanding anything contained in this section, if the 

Central Government is of the opinion that a Scheduled Offence 

has been committed which is required to be investigated under 

this Act, it may, suo mota, direct the Agency to investigate the · 

said offence. (6) Where any direction has been given under sub­

section (4) or sub-section (5), the State Government and any 

police officer of the State Government investigating the offence 

shall not proceed with the investigation and shall forthwith 

transmit the relevant documents and records to the Agency. (7) 

For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that till the 

Agency takes up the investigation of the case, it shall be the duty 

of the officer-in-charge of the police station to continue the 

investigation" 

Therefore in such a circumstance only Hon'ble High Court 

has a power to direct the Respondent Nos. 1 to 4 for the 

investigation through NIA, therefore the Petitioner approaches 

to this Hon'ble Court to intervene in this case. 
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15. That the Petitioner has come to know through news website that 

Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey has admitted that its employees have 

left leaning and admittedly therefore, the management of twitter 

is not neutral and unbiased and twitter India is unabashedly and·. ' 

unequivocally against the present Govt. As an illustration it is 

stated that Mahima Kaul, Director of policy of Twitter India has 

clear bias against India, present Govt., anti hindu and indicates 

her own political bias and this also explain the repeated 

suspensions of right leaning account and leads,to conclusion that 

twitter is selectively targeting accounts based on ideology and 

that explains Twitter India's ideological based approach. 

Another example is hiring of Raheel Khursheed as head of news, 

politics and govt. at Twitter India. Mr. Raheel Khursheed has 

extreme bias against the present govt., hindus as reflected in his 

tweets. The screen shots of the tweets of the aforesaid persons 

are annexed as Annexure-8 (Colly) which clearly shows their 

expression . of political bias and ideology affecting their 

professional conduct based on ideology which itself is illegal and 

unlawful. Management of twitter has to be neutral only, 

'':-.7 
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ensuring that parts are compliant to the laws of the jurisdiction 

country. However, twitter has failed in this regard and there are 

numerous violation of the laws of this country having both 

national and international ramifications for Bharat (India). 

GROUNDS 

A. Because the Respondent No.5 deliberately and knowingly In 

order to create rift in the society deliberately promoted the 

prohibited content of the SFJ. 

B. Because in the absence of any law to deal with offensive and 

hatred messages, the platforms like Twitter are knowingly 

promoting the messages which are against the law of the land 

and therefore, the Respondent No.5 needs to explain for 

circulating and promoting the prohibited content from their 

company Twitter. The aforesaid act shows that the Respondent 

No.1 is sympathetic to Terrorist groups. 

C. Because Twitter assume that as a platform they are not governed 

by Indian constitution and can operate with impunity and 

therefore, a law is required to deal with such kind of hatred and 

divisive messages. 

_-')..~ 
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D. Because as per Article 19(2) of the· Constitution of India which 

empowers the State for making any law insofar as such law 

imposes reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the right 

conferred by the said sub clause 19(1) (a) in the interest of 

sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the state, 

friendly relations with the foreign States, public order, decency 

or morality or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or 

incitement to an offence. 

E. Because it is respectfully submitted that the Article 19 & 20 of the 

International Covenant of Civil and Personal Life, the contents of 

which are reproduced herein below for the kind perusal of this 

Hon'ble Court: -

"Article 19:-

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without 

interference. 
' 

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression, this 

right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart 

information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either 

orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any 

other media of his choice . 

" 
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3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this 

article carries with it special duties and responsibilities, it may 

therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be 

such as are provided by law and are necessary. 

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; 

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order 

(order public), or of public health or morals. 

Article 20:-

1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law. 

2. Any advocacy of National, racial or- religious, hatred that 

constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence 

shall be prohibited by law." 

F. Because as per the above mentioned Law, it is settled that the 

State has to prohibit such type of hate speeches advertisements 

which are having separatist agenda, seditious material, hatred 

amongst communities, instigative, divisive against the society at 

large, threat to national security and against the spirit of the 

Union of India. Because presently more than 330 million active 

users are using Twitter handles and thus by circulating/ 

promoting/ advertising the said content or the similar content 

either through paid /promoted advertisements or otherwise 

through verified, non-verified handles and fake handles it 
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becomes the root cause of many divisions/ descriptions in the 

society leading to riots, violence, disharmony in the society and 

challenges the sovereignty and integrity of the Union of India 

and also develop the image of our nation in international forums •· " 

and affect the international relations with many countries. Such 
I 

content also radicalizes people and act as recruitment engines for 

waging wars against Union of India. 

G. Because the Respondent No. 5 is liable for violation of Penal 

provision which include Section 39 The Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act, 1967; Section 107, 121A, 124A, 153A, 153B of 

The Indian Penal Code; Section 66F of The Information 

Technology Act, 2000. 

H. Because Twitter and social media companies are profit making 

companies and expecting them to have safeguards for making 

social media safe and secure is important. The logic and 

algorithms that twitter usage should be shared and vetted by 

Indian government authorities or competent authority for 

screening anti India tweets. The source code needs to be shared 

with Govt. of India. 

'".~ 
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I. Because the KYC of all social media handles in India must be 

conducted for making social media safe and accountable and 

traceable. 

J. Because the Advertisement fees collected by Twitter for such·.· 

anti India tweets, promoted tweets should be accounted for and 

Government of India should levy fines about the same. 

K. Because the Respondent No.1 must ensure the development of 

Indian social media platforms and also to have these apps use 

servers based in India. 

L. Because the revenue is generated from India by the social media 

platform twitter which should be taxed in India and come within 

Indian Taxation laws. 

M. Because the Respondent No. 5 must also share its source code 

with the Govt. of India. 

16. That the present petition is being filed by way of PUBLIC 

INTEREST LITIGATION and the Petitioner has no personal 

interest in the matter. The present petition is being filed in the 

interest of public at large as the Social site is being_ used by the 

public at large and the benefits as well as loses due to misuse of 

,">,~. 
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this social site is causing great harm to society and the country at 

large. 

17. That the entire litigation costs including the court fees and other 

charges are being borne by the Petitioner herself. 

18. The Petitioner states that he has not been involved in any other 

Civil, Revenue and Criminal Litigation in any capacity before 

any Court or Tribunal against the Respondent No.5 in relate on 

to the issue herein. 

19. That, a thorough research has been conducted in the matter 

raised in the petition. 

20. That, to the best of Petitioner's knowledge and the research, the 

issue raised has not been dealt with or decided, and similar or 

identical petition was not filed earlier by the Petitioner. 

21. The Petitioner states that the Information of the acts pleaded in 

the petition is based on news information and other material on 

the subject. 

22. The Petitioner submits that the instant petition is in reasonable 

time and there is no delay or latches. 

·:! 
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23. The Petitioner states that there is no efficacious alternate remedy 

available to the Petitioner save and except the filing of instant 

petition and the reliefs herein, if granted, would redress the 

grievances of the Petitioner. 

24. The Petitioner also craves leave of this Hon'ble court to rely on 

any document pertaining to the subject matter of this petition as 

and when necessary. 

25. The Petitioner has their respective residence at New Delhi. 

Therefore, this Hon'ble Court has jurisdiction to try and 

entertain the present PIL Writ Petition. 

26. That the Petitioner has not filed any other petition, suit or 

application in any manner regarding the matter of dispute in this 

Hon'ble Court, or any other High Court or before Hon'ble 

Supreme Court or any other Court throughout the territory of 

India. The Petitioners have no other better remedy available. 

PRAYER 

·In view of the aforesaid facts and circumstances, it is therefore, most 

respectfully prayed that this Hon'ble Court may kindly be pleased to: -

.;I 
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a) Issues Writ of mandamus or any other Writ, Order or Direction 

to lodge an appropriate case against the Respondent No. 5 i.e. 

Twitter Communications India Pvt. Ltd. and their representative 

in India i.e. Mr. Raheel Khurshid, Ms. Mahima Kaul, in various 
,, 

penal provision which include Section 39 The Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967; Section 107, 121A, 124A, 153A, 

153B and 34 of The Indian Penal Code; Section 66F of The 

Information Technology Act, 2000; 

b) Issues Writ of mandamus or any other Writ, Order or Direction 

to the respondent Nos. 1 to 3 for Enquiry to be initiated by the 

National Investigation Agency, for fair, proper and speedy 

investigation as many of the users who promote massages in 

relating to #Khalistan are from outside India and therefore can 

only be investigated by the National Investigation Agency; 

c) Issue a Writ of Mandamus or any other Writ, Ordet or Direction 

against the Respondents 1 to 4 thereby commanding them to 

make a mechanism to check contents and advertisements which 

are spreading hatred amongst the communities, seditious, 

'~.~-
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instigative, separatist, hate filled, divisive, against the society at 

large and against the spirit of Union of India; 

d) Direct the Respondent No.1 to 4 to make a Law, Rules and 

Regulation as per which an action can be initiated against the . 

breaking India messages under the garb of Article 19 of the 

Constitution of India against the Respondent No.5 and their 

representatives in India for willfully abetting and promoting 

Anti India tweets and penalize them and their relevant 

authorities according to law of the land; 

e) Direct the Respondent No. 1 must ensure the development of 

Indian social media platforms and also to have these apps use 

servers based in India; 

f) Direct the Respondent No. 5 to ensure that the revenue 

generated from India by the social media platform twitter should 

be taxed in India and come within Indian Taxation laws; 

g) Direct the Respondent No. 1 to ensure that Respondent No. 5 

shares source code with the Govt. of India; 

h) The Petitioner prays for further add and amend in the Petition if 

required with the permission of this Hon'ble Court; 
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i) Issue or pass any writ, direction or order, which this Hon'ble 

court may deem fit and proper under the facts and 

circumstances of the case. 

PETITIONER ·. 
Date: 10.09.2020 

Through ~ Place: New Delhi 

VERIFICATION:-

(DESH RAT AN NIGAM & 
AWANISH SINHA) 

Advocates 
LGF-6/33-33A, Vikram Vihar, 

Lajpat Nagar-IV, New Delhi-110024 

I, Ms. Sangeeta Sharma, aged about 56 years, R/ o House No. 2194, 

Sector-B, Pocket-11, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070, do hereby state 

and declare on solemn affirmation that whatever started in this 

application is true and correct to the best of my Knowledge and belief. 

Solemnly declared and Affirmed at New Delhi. 

DEPONENT 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 
(EXTRA ORDINARY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION) 

WRIT PETITION (CRIMINAL) NO. OF 2020 
(IN THE MA TIER OF PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION) 

IN THE MATTER OF:-

yo 

SANGEETA SHARMA ..... PETITIONER 
VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ........ RESPONDENTS 

AFFIDAVIT OF SANGEETA SHARMA, AGED 56 YEARS, W/0 SH. 
TILAK RAJ SHARMA, R/0 HOUSE NO. 2194, SECTOR-B, 
POCKET-II, V ASANT KUNJ, NEW DELHI-110070, DO HEREBY 
-SOLEMNLY AFFIRM AND DECLARE AS ON OATH AS UNDER:-

1. I say that I, am the Petitioner in the present case and is well 

conversed with the fact and circumstances of the present case I 

am competent to swear this affidavit. 

2. I say that the accompanying Writ Petition (Criminal) /PIL has 

been prepared by my counsel under my instructions, the same 

may be kindly read as part and parcel of this affidavit, the 

contents thereof are not repeated here for the sake of brevity. 

3. I have filed the present petition as Public Interest Litigation. 

4. I say that there is no Civil/ Criminal or Revenue Litigations 

againstthe Petitioner . 

.·:/ 
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5. I say that due to the urgent nature of directions sought for in the 

present Petition, the concerned Government department has not 

been approached. 

6. I say that the contents of this affidavit have been read over to me .. 

and I have understood the same and testify to be true anc.i 

correct. 

7. I say that I have filed the present petition as Public Interest 

Litigation. I have gone through the Delhi High Court (Public 

Interest Litigation) Rules, 2010, and do hereby affirm that the 

present Public Interest Litigation is in conformity thereof. 

8. I say that the Petitioner has no personal interest in the litigation 

and neither myself nor anybody whom, I am Petitioner is 

interested would in any manner benefit from the relief sought in 

the present petition save as a member of the General Public. The 

petition is not guided by self-gain or gain of' any person, 

institution, body or there is no motive other than of public 

interest in filing the present petition. 

9. I say that I have done whatsoever inquiry/ investigation which 

was in my power to do to collect all data/ material which was 
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relevant for this court to entertain the present petition. I further 

confirm that I have not concealed in the present petition any 

data/ material/ information which may have enabled this court 

to form an opinion on whether to entertain this petition or not·. " 

and/ or whether to grant any relief or not. 

10. I say that the documents filed along with the petition are true 

copies of their originals. 

11. I say that I undertake to pay the costs if any imposed by the 

Court at any stage of the matter and the details of my PAN card 

& Aadhar Card are being given along with. 

12. I say that the contents as stated above are true and correct to my 

knowledge and belief. The contents of thereto are true and 

correct. 

13. I say that accompanying Writ and Application has been drafted 

by my counsel under my instructions and I have gone through 

the facts/ contents of the same and say that the contents of paras 

1 to 27 of the application are true and correct to my knowledge 

and paras 3 of the Application being legal submissions are 
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believed to be true upon legal record and believed to be true and 

correct to my knowledge and belief. 

"e(\t 'i'Jno 
. \\'\0 oe\)0 seoce 

\ \oent\\'l . "'" ((''11 ~re 
nas ~!CATION:_ 

DEPONENT· 

U J SEF lO'lO . 
Verified at New Delhi on this the lOth day of Sep, 2020 the contents of 

the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge and no part 

of it is false and nothing material has been suppressed or concea 

therefrom. 1 J Sfp 2020 

DEPONENT 
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The Ant.i-De~mation :#S.ikh 
Council For Freedom Of 
#l<hali~tan, @DrP$Ajrawat, 
President. 

• 

Khalistah mo.vem ... 
@khalistan2014 
Help, achieve our right. 
aims to teach and spread 

• @ Q 0 E:l 

< Tweet 

·o n \} ~ 

• 

mY!"l @merrry1122 · 4d 
Replying,to @:_Pamiun.:.SfJOl). 
~majorgaur;ivarya and a:· others 

#BalochistanlsPaklstan is there 

v 

o\'\(n Pr!lblemi:clonit know why 
indian government pointing them. 
#operationBiaCI(r'hunder did they 
still know this operation'? 

0 n \} ~ 

par111eer,:.kaur @~aur_pa, ..• 4d v 

Replying.to @ _Pannun.,.$FJ05. 
@maj(u'g'aur~varya and .s,others 

We·~re·not safe in India, The:oilly 
solution. is l<halistan. 
#Balo~histiint~Paklstan 
#Operati.onBIC~ckrhl.lnder 
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#Singh$ #Kharku #Sikhi 
#FreedomFighters·#Jujharu 

12:44 PM· 27/05/20 ·Twitter f.or iPhone 

57 Retweets 228 Likes 
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Vikram Singh 

Vikram Singh 
@vlkramsingh919 

Married Sikh. Khalista, Part of l<halsa 
Yes2khalistan,org · 

8 Yes2khalistan.org !IE! Joined May 2020 

90 Following 30. Followers 

Not followed by anyone you're· following 

Tweets Tweets & replies Media 1 > 

Of Vikram Singh @vikramsin ... ·· 11 h v 
.._ #Indian #T:error Is Being Prome>tE!cl 

@ 

By. @smltaprakash .•. 
#SFJWIU Cohtin.ue.To ChaUen., · . 

@ANI #Faket,Je!JYS (gla~Ldlgltal 
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Jasmeet Kin1r 
@Jasmeeto9660J 05 

liB Joined February 2020 

2,168 Following 675 Followers 

No~ followed by anyone you're following 
1 

Tweets 1\yeets & replies Media I > 
-~. Jasmeet.Kaur @Jasmeet... · 12h v 
.. YES; It ls.truethatthe entl.re Muslim 

@ 

comm!inlty mustri'tbemaligrieq.for a 
crime committed by a single person 

or a group. ofpeople -. the. ·attac·· 
#qurudwara Guru Arjan Dev In · . 
But,_ what.we are saying Is that 
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SheretP~njab 
. @SiierePanjabUK 

Surround yourself with those. on 
the same mission as you., 

#Singhs #Kharku #Sikhi 
#FreedomFighters#Jujharu 
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Replying to @khalistani.J<audmd 
@Khalistan202d 

Forwardthis message of 

#UiemaeLudhiana to Sikh for 
Justice 

v 

Famous lslcunicSeholars Ulenta 
e Ludhiana alreadygave Fatwa 

to #Musl.irns all over the world to 
support #SlKHSfor Khalistan. 

Fatwa already published in 
URDU Language. Will soon be 

published 'ih English too 
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Harleen Kaur 
@khatls~ar}Lkaur 

freedom fighter. khalistanf supporter. 
social media activist. anti indi.an. extre11:1ist 
RSS nazis, promoting peace. retiozo 
~ Joined August 2019 

192 FolloWing 298 Foll.owe.rs 

Not followeC! qy anyone-you're followl)lg 

T~eets Tw.e_ets ll< replies Medl:a 1. > 
u Har.leen 'Kaur'Retwe_eted 
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@arjunsethi81.@airnewsalerts 
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. Balraj-Singh @lbalraj752.... • 4d "' 
Repfying:to ~~Pimnun,:,sJ:J05 
@majotgauravaryiJ:and 8. othE!rS. 

:@] 

:o11I,Jio •9' 

< 

TIJe :ooJy.way we. can::take re~enge 
tC;»r #.OP~r<li~!Pri8i\;l9ki'h!JI;\!1er !s.~y 
vQ"te.ancr:democ~ti¢1lY" we.n!'!ed. 
to.m~R.~kt:Ja!l~:ta;~:~ ~--r~~J(ty, $F--! 
With '/t.BalocliistanlsJ>akistan 

@manjeeLsellg<tll 
~ZeeNe,.,;,sE:r~gllsh .@aajtak 
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Top Latest Peof)le Photos Videos 

Khall~tan Zindab •••. ( _ " @KhalistanZind~b , Follow ) 
FollowMe · 

:, , · ' @Khali5tai14SikiJ ·• . ·- 0 0 VI · .-_(e_: ·_\·--.-... Kt. ... ·_t(st•_--_~~ Move'"_':·• ·-C_:. _ F ___ 11 .... __ )_.--

', :~ · ' We want Independent & 

€1 

#F.reeKhali!fltar:rfr!:lf!'l crirnii"IC!I :& 
cr.ue.t.lodia,we.will NEVER forget 
'i~S4, Sik.hs de!!>er;v:~ ~!Jelr · 
#KMiistan. #India. oppresses 

Free Khalistan: 
@Free..;SikiJ (.Follow) 

1 am a .Sikh petson:We want 
tndeP-en~ent,~#F'reet<hal{stan 
from criminal &etuellndia~We Will 
NE\IEij forget 1$$4, $il<h$ f;:Jeserve 
tiJeir#Khalistan.#lndia opp·· --

Harjil'tder .Sin 
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Top Latest People Photos Videos 

@j 

Eshiill k•ur @Eshar .•• ·1S/05/20 v 
@ZeeNews 
Thanks.to the people of. Pakistan 
who supported#Sikhs on 
#Khalistanoay 
Wewarrt #KhaUstan 

@tanv:Lrna"an @R~i<!tSI'Jarr:naLive 
@someshiha7· @iihtisHamfu 
@lseernaslrohi. @~ati~hi'~ch·~rya 
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< PANNUN Gurpatwant... coo 
11 Tweets 

,, Jio 9 9:35PM 73% 1111.·' 
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1M AIGk'U YO UBIERAlriE i!llUI\IJAB !!i 
II 11\IDIAN OCCUPATION ill 

( follow ) 

P#t-INUN Gurpatwant 
Singh 
@_Pannun_SFJ05 

Punjab Born - NY Lawyer With Goal To 
.Liberate Punjab From Indian O~c.upation 

®united States lil!)Joined:May 2020 

·.o Following '20 F.ollowers 

Not followed by anyone .you're following 

Tweets 

~ 

IIIIJio ''!?' 

< 

Tw~ts & replies Media 

PANNUN ~urpatwlilntst •• ·1h v 

.Q ~hariJhajan..:.!?ingh. . . .•. . 
wiu You Pick u~ Gu.rl Al;!ain .• .· .. . 
#lndianArmy That Destroye . ·· 
#AkaiTakhat Sahib , · · · 
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Latest People .Photos Videos 

• 

PA.N.NUN GLirpajwan~ Sl. •• · 4d v 
#OperationBiackThunder 
10oo's Killed By Indian ArmY 

@j 

WHILE #Khalista.nREFERENOUM 
Will Liberate Indian Occupied 
Punjab 
SFJ 4 #BalochistanlsPakistan 

.@majorgaur:avaiya 
@A.sllishsinghLJVE 
@AshishSinghNews @rsrobii11 
@sldhant @.AnC:horAnaridN 
.(glrriaryasbakil.@gaura\twalianews 
@G~eta._Mohan · 
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~oice for frE!edqm of ~ikJ:! nat•oil 
Ei) . We want i'n11ke a Independent 
COU!ltrY khalistan ·~, 

K_.ha_l_i_~ .. t.at:~·Zintl~b ... c ... F II ) 
@HitTheDhol . . 0 ow 
Figlltlog to 9etour Kl:lalsa Raj 
ba·cJ<! 

Khalistliln_army ( . . ) 
@Kha)istanA i=OIIoiiV.·_. 
Refrendum 202Q.Raaj krega 
kbalsa 
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Jasle~e'll @. jasle .. en ... k. au. r.. ... · 4d. v 
Replymg to @_Pannun_SFJOS· 
@majorgaurav~rya and 8 others 

Only solution is khalistan. 
#QperationBiackThunder 
#BalochistanlsPakistan 

Q t_l, (J2 t!i 

Murtuzaholic, @murtuza... • 4d v 

Replying to @::..Panoun-'SFJ05 
@majorgauravarya·artd'·S.o(h~rs 

Twee~s Twee~s & replies Media L 32 years back l.ndian gpvernment 
and forces attacked DarabarSahib 
for cont:inl.lously !;) days and 
disrespected .Guruduaras, still 
they thin!< that we sh"oulcf respect 
them and act as indian 
#Operati.onBlacktf1und.er 

---~~--~~---------------· 

0 t_l, \?2 ~ 

diljeet_sidhu @diljeet . ..;si ... · 4d v 
Replying to @_Pannun_SFJOS 
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K.I.A Bhindran:wale 

K.I.A Bhindran\Yale 
@khalistanS()city 

Khalistan Intelligence 11 Human Rights 
Organisation Starred By Guru Nanak'jl 1469 
II Punjab GorillaForce II Khalistan online 
Office II sikhilehar.com 

® Panjab, Republic ofKhalistan. 
& youtube.com/c/KhalsalnteiL. 
ITEJ.Joined Octobet,2016 

9 Following 86:Z Followers 

Not followed by anyone you're following. 
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PAN NUN Gurpatwant Si •.. · 4d v 

Father @RahuiGandhi With 
@capt_aniarinder Did 
#Op$ra.tlonBiackThunder 

#Khalis.tanREFERENDUMWill 
Li~~r11fe !ndil)t:l Pccupieq P!llli!ib 
SFJ 4. #8alochistanlsPaki$tan 

@majorgauravarya 
@Ashis.hSit:~ghLIVE 
@AshishSinghNews .@rsrobin1 
.@~idhant@AnchorAnancJN· 
@'maryashakil '@gal.ltavwt~lianews @).!'li!ifj1 . . . . . . . . . 
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Top Latest People Photos Videos 

•

. Amer.J.ee't Singh . ( ) 
@Khalistan_;2020 .·: Follow • 

. . l'=ree.Khalistan 

Narertder ( . ) 
@Brar;:.khalistan1 · Fol.lov,r . 
amritsar punjab khalistan 

• 

Nav.pre .. et·S. ing .. h 
@~halistan1 $13 cF;II~,w:J 

•

. Vo .. 'ii::.~ofKhali.~u. Iii( F II .. ) 
.@khalistani sikh . . . 0 ~w '' 
.,_:.· $ocia! ~~t:l~ist,. ,.:. A st:.:(!ng 
voice for fteedom.of Sikh nation 

Med·l·· . .• .~ We WC!!1t .. ·roake a lndepe·p··· dent 
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Tweets TWeets & replies 
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Sailesh Rebba ~-a: 
@RebbaSailesh 

v ~ Khal$aWhi~P~I'S 
23CTweets 

Fill the 'Digital Media World' with 
'Sanathana Dharmic' related 
content with the following: 
Scriptures, Movies, Short Films, 
You Tube Channels, & Social Media 
handles. 
The only .solution to tackle 
'Hinduphobia.' Else we cannot 
counter this problem. 

#SurleenKaur 
#iskon 
5:34PM· 29 May 20 ·Twitter Web App 

1o1i.li9-:;=- 8:42PM ~ U16%0• 

< .,.0. 
;()'-

Top Latest People .Photos Videos 

• 

Khalistan ( F .11 ) 
@Khalistan2020 ° ow . 
India is not a safe place for Sikhs 
&:minorities. khaisa:Aiways 
Speaks Against lntustice. #HRA 
#Ptl#Ft(!eKI:Ialistan 
#AIIli\tesMatter 
referenl:lum2020:org 

a Re<!1'$ikh$ Again.,; c ·F II ) 
@RSAKtweets 0 ow 

. Kamoh karo ki Guruad kamayi 
izzat bani rahe;. apne mulk de 
gaddar l:)anke apile G.utua d. 
kamay! izzat nu mitti -che. na milao. 

---

~, 
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Khalsa Whispers 
@Ki:lalsaWhJspers 

"The Dream of Khalistan" 

![] Joined February 2020 

134 Following 247 Fol_lowers 

Not followed by anyone you1re following 

Tweets Tweets & replies Media I > 

.... KbarsaWhispers @Khalsa... · ah v 

W BaiwalitSingh RajoanaXIodg~d In 
· PatlCI\~J~!f)_i?~ntlfie.das-a cfose 

c()lif!9<iri! Otforhfl[!r GM Pc;JoJa··· 
Pral<a~li--Singh Badal. #Pi:Jr!Ji'lb'. · · .. 
#Akalipal ·· 
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'+' BAiwiodiEtrSingh 
41'1:}Tweets 
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Balwinder Singh 
@Ba1Wind97445676 

·wewantKhallstan 

liB Joined June·2019 

e (Follow) 

3;404 Following 726. FoUowers 

Not followed by anyoneyou~re.following 

Tweets Tweets & replies Media 1 > 

... Pinned l'Weet 

,.~,.--,.-~ ___ ,__,. ,.________________________________ - ~:~~~::~s~~;g~e~:;~~ ~~~:; ~e;v 
kn<>wthe i'eaHty#lmrariKhant.. . · · 

J.. 
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Gurpatwant Singh: Pannun.· @GPannuh... v 

'\ #Khalistan202.0Referendum.·-·ts.Detnocratic 
Way To:tn~~pep~en~e·(;l.f'P'yni•P·· 

UK All'oweQ Scqttaod 
Can.ada.AIIowed Queb·ec 
_lraq.J\ttowed'Kl!JrcJist~P: 
Spain AlloWed cataUna 
To V()te For INDEPE.NOENBE 

Should 1NDI~A$1.t Claims To-. Be Biggest 
Dem.octacy ·at Wortd,:'R~c.o.g.ni:ze· 
#Khalistan2020 1 · .· 

( YES#~fil~t;ri~(i~-.·_.·· -~-~ -- ) 

( no ) 
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Press Note-1 

~~ 

Anantkumar Hegde 
Member of Parliament (LS) 

Uttara Kannada 

~~ 
ANN E)<·U RE- ·:s 

Dear Friends, today I would like to draw your attention to a curious set of events 

happened with me related to my social media account, namely Twitter. 

• On 201
h April, 2020 I had made a written complaint to Hon'ble Prime Minister and 

Hon'ble Home Minister of India regarding an anti-national tweet which was twitted 

by an account named "Gurpatwant Singh Pannun" in which the account holder was 

advocating Independence of Punjab State by demanding Khalistan. Being an Indian, 
In its true sense, I saw that tweet as an anti-national and anti-social act and hence 

reported to the Government to safeguard our national interest., 

• Earlier, on Twitter I had tried to reveal explicitly the modus-operandi and the hidden 

agenda of ~'Tablighi Jammat" movement within India and around the world. The 

term "Tablighi Jam mat" is very well known nowadays due to the obvious reasons. 

• As a consequence of tho above two bold steps taken by me, on 24th April, 2020 my 

official Twitter account got blocked by Twitter India Inc. 

• And asking me to dele~e my tweets against the ''Tablighl Jammat" in order to 

unblock my official Twitter account,. 

• I will, certainly, never delete the said tweet because It was to expose the wrong 

being done under the umbrella of a religion. Undoubtedly I am not against any 

religion, but, being an Indian, I will never allow any person or organization to 

spread hatred or to provoke people to Indulge In any anti-social or anti"natlonal 

actlvltv. I stand affirm on m•1 statement and will defend It stron.&!v:. 

• Moreover, I am least bothered about my twitter account which they have blocked 

with very heinously prejudiced intentions. 

• Once again I categorically say that, I stand affirm on my statement and will never 

delete my tweet. 

• In addition, I would like to throw some light on the discrimination and favouritism 

being done by Twitter India Inc. by asking a. simple question that why my account 

was blocked for exposing "Tabllghi Jammat" movement and why not of the person 

demanding Khalistan, partition of India? 

Delhi: #14, Lodhi Estate, Max Muller Marg, New Delhi- 110003 © +91-11-24642001 
Karnataka : #17, K.H.B. Colony, Sirsi- 581402, Uttara Kannada 

© +91-~384-225248 (O), 234337 (RJ 1:1 +91-B762180337m anantkumarhegde@gmail.com 

~ 
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• How Facebook India pays amount of their revenue generated from 

publicities/advertisements as a Tax to Govt of India, and Twitter not? 

• If Twitter lndja Is earning revenue from sponsoring or giving advertisement space for 

anti-nationals then my specific question is: Shouldn't the Twitter India be 

accountable for the law of this land? 

• And if they are accountable, I would like to ask very specific questions to Twitter 
India that: 

o Are you allowed to collect advertisement revenues from anti national and anti 

social elements that are against India? 

o Are you allowed to sponsor anti national tweets in India? 

o If not, I would like to seek your honest answer that how you had sponsored 

pro-khalistan tweets as I have mentioned already? 

o If Twitter India Is a law abiding entity in India, and accountable for Indian 

taxation law, why you are cheating (tax) Indian system by avoiding taxes 

against your revenue earnings in India? 

• Certainly these questions raise one's eyebrows and compel us to think more 

ri:ltionally on the burning issues related to our national security. 

At last, I leave it your wisdom to understand my stand and hope you will do so without 

wearing the prejudiced or pseudo-secular glasses. ~ 

Ana~gde 

End: 

1. locking of Twitter account @AnantkumarH 
2. Pro-Khalistan Tweet 
3. Letter to Hon'ble PM dated 21" April2020 

~ 
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Anantkurpar Hegde 
/'":;\ !\ 1··- -~ r·Y!·J4· 1 r 'r' ·;; 1·LI , u: r1- I {,,.11 i . ~., h~ 1 • 11.. j 1 t 
-ch• 

What happened? 
We have determ•ned that this account viol-ated the Tvvitter 
r~~ LJ ; t? :::; . 

As a result, we have locked your account. 

What you can do: 
To unlock your account, you must do the following: 

• Rem.ove Tweets that vi.olate our ruJes 

If you think wetve made a mtstak.e, Y'OU can ;:·lppeal thf:· 
\/ [ 1~~:.; ; j () ,·i"\i" 

~/ 
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Gurpa.twant SinghPannun- @GPannun... v 

#Ki1alistan2020F~eferendum Is Democratic 
Way To Independence of Punjab. 

UK Allowed Scotland 
Canada Allowed Quebec 
Iraq Allowed Kurdistan 
Spain Alfowed Catalina 
To Vote For tNDEPEND£NCE 

Should INDIA As It C!a~ms To Be Biggest 
Democracy of World Recognize 
#Kh~~Jistan2020? 
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An~ntku.rnar ··Hegde 
Member ofParliam~nt:(LS) · 

uttar~· Kannada 

~s-

.l\fP(UK)l04/ll)20~2l 1o•~ iprifzo2o · 

Sribjeetr · .. Paid .pr'~IDtitioil or q~ti .. qatimull · pr~p~nda ati<l:CIIniplign . 
witb'$U(ip(Jrt ofTwitteilttdia!1'wltteri.W. USA~ reg. ·· 

Respeded Slr, 
. . . 

My office b~ .{eceiyed a· Wrl,tten -&>lilplaint funn S~ri Vipit:Ooenli:a ~ Secretary, 
Genter tbr ·I<no\\1¢d8e· Snver~i~t¥ ~·,fFonncr ,National Co;.tonvener, IT ceu, 
l3tiaratiyaJartata RtrrtY rijgiffdfug'the a~l)ve S\Jbject,. . .. 

ln·fite teuer:Mr .. 9oertka~ak6~ght it> my• noti~ mi iit:f~niUi<Jllal ~tbpapndi{:and •. 
paldlproiiloted catripaigt\· by Twi'tter fndia and/or Twitter Inc; lJSA urtd~ ·~ · 
Sponsored llasbtag #Khalistlln.lOl0QefertJ1dum •. Screenshot of tbe · twe~ 1mS 
beer! · attac;b~ sepanrtelY,. Th,ls ·incident 11lises sOlri'e serioos . ~uestions tmd 
observations which ltllave ttied t9 lis~ out below: .. 

·=~~~=•r':~~~fut4nQI: 
• The sod$ nted!a pJatfuhl;t~ 'lilt¢ Twitt¢r should be asked to clumge lijeir 

policy an4 prevent anti' India pr{IJ)Mflfida. . . 
•· ;1he logic lDld ~at~:;orl*hW·thar'twittet- us~ ~outd be shared and vetted by 

lildinn Gav(.fL!lW Enforceraeqt AgeQcies nw screerurtguofi;. I.ndia tweets. 
•: . Dtilli!nd for aetioti'lo 'be t«ke~ b~;Twinet on such haridl~$c so rift~ 
· • It'th~t~ts a{e promoiedd~~· ·h~iittenhould decim ,~(lBey l bus\ness · 

gencrat~ ' tfum · ••any··• SU.sp&:ted anti Iiidia comm~~al. o~iorr. As · 
newsp$petS, televjsions .are. govet:ned under law of the :landcsame should be 
applied here as this also isaspbnslm~dactivity. 

,, . . . 

~ 

;, 
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•• Dem!lnd fp; apo~ogy·:fi-om ille }Jead of1Witter1 Officefiri C~ein_ IndJa. · · 
with an a5$urance they will •. erlsute that such sponsored Anti India. 

· · Advefflseinents: are 'i1.bt alLowed on their p!litfonn. · ··.· · . · · 
. . . 'i . . : . . .. . . . .·.. . . . . ··.. . . . . . .. 

• Last bl1t'1l0~ the> lea54 request '.t~e Mhtistry of lnf9®atiot,t'!'ec)lfi9lOgy, 
· Mi;tii$#y of1nfc~t1Ql;1 & Broa~casting and Mimstty orH6& Aftllirs to ·. 

. · l#v~tigate t1leaboveJs8ues. · · 
: tl!erefb;e, I· kindly ·reque~t·~ou. t~:>inql!ir~ about the abQye '~ai4~. antt~1l3tionv1 •: ·. ·· 
· pr~p.agand~ an4)?'Qnish the .s\lihy to seri~:91lt a stem message to tht< anti~atiomu · 
.. ele'rtiefits:within and !}roundoui' :~untry, India; · · 

. ihope you \\lilt personally lpok. into tllis matter ahd will direct the ·con~el"IltKi to 
Jnitiate the nppiqprlate ~ctio:n afth.e: ~rliest. · · · · 

· V/it~ wamlr~urds., 
' ' : . . . . . . ·vr~ ..• Au•~~--· 

' ,.·.,,. 

<~o . 
. SbriNareudnrModi. 
~()l1'ble Iii1me Milliiter ot<lhdta. ··· 

·· :pMO SoutH niu¢k' · · · · · 
. . .. L .. " · ..... . 

N~w netill-nooot 
;.•-- -1'-- ..• · : ·-· . 

~- .. 
. .. ,. 

-·~ 

- .. • 
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Press Note-2 

~iij~~ 

Anantkumar Hegde 
Member of Parliament (LS) 

Uttara Kannada 

; 

It has come to my notice from various reliable sources that there is wrongful interference in 

free speech by Twitter Inc which is detrimental to India's strategic interest & democratic 

fabric of society. This is an excellent case of Digital colonisation that Indians are facing from 

a corporate entity. 

I wish to enumerate the cause of concerns as below: 

1. Selective targeting of Several Nationalist handles and Pro- Indian handles are 
suspended or locked rampantly in past few months. 

2. Pro-India national interest think tanks run by decorated veterans who do never 
indulge in any mudslinging but speak about subjects like data sovereignty are 
silenced by suspending accounts. 

3. Handle belonging to elected public representatives are suspended without notice. 
4. Handles spewing poison and passing objectionable comments about Hon'ble Prime 

Minister of India, Home Minister of India, Chief Ministers of India, and other Indian 
establishments are promoted via paid advertisements. 

5. Handles ~preading discontent and fake news about Indian religions or Indian elected 
representatives are not warned I blocked even after repetitive complaints. 

6. Objectionable content I Incitement to violence/ Separatism tweets that are Anti 
India are been promoted and payment is accepted by Twitter for such sponsored 
advertisements 

I urge to Government of India to investigate the motives behind such acts by Twitter Inc. It 

must be also investigated if money is exchanged or personal like or dislike of decision maker 

of twitter leads to such actions to ,promote Anti india, Anti BJP, Anti Modi, Anti Indian 

establishment tweets. 

I am attaching tweets whereby Pro- Khalistan tweets were sponsored and accepted by 

twitter inc. I fall to understand how such a tweet does not violate their own policy? 

Also attaching a tweet that targets PMO on global platform through Wall Street Journal 

where it is said that under Prime Minister Modi the civil liberties in india is at stake thereby 

projecting our respected PM and the country in poor light. Even after repeated complaints 

Delhi: #14. Lodhi Estate. Max Muller Marg, New Delhi -·110003 ©+91-11-24642001 
Kamataka: #17, K.H.B. Colony, Sirsi- 581402, Uttara Kannada 

©+91-8384-225248 (o), 234337 (R) ~ +91-8762180337 iD anantkumarhagde@gmail.com 
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such tweets are neither removed nor the handles of such persons not suspended. 
(Attachments enclosed) 

This raises further>suspicion on the conduct of twitter India. 

I urge to Government of India to ensure that Twitter follows the constitution of India and 
their conduct is. free and fair and transparent. 

In case Twitter has made any money through Anti India tweets and related sponsored 

advertisements, strict action should be taken against them as per the Ia~ ian 

Annexure 

1. Screenshot of Twitter Handle suspension of Anantkumar Hegde 
2. WSJ post 
3. Letter to Hon'bie PM dated 21't Aprll2020 
4. Pro-Khalistan Tweet· 

Delhi: #14, Lodhi Estate, Max Muller Marg, New Delhi- 110003 © +91-11-24642001 
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i•·:···,··clfmi·ijWiif~ 

@CKSindia 
@CKSindia 

Account suspended· 
Twitter suspends accounts that violate 

the Twitter Rules • 

• . · . 

_fi a ~· ts•. 
Delhi: #14. Lodhi Estate, Max Muller Marg, New Delhi- 110003 © +91-11-24642001 
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· Aria.htf<umar Hegde 
• • • '2 • 

f, r 

MemberofParli~ment (LS) ;; 
· ·utta,ra Kanr.ac:fa 

· · ·M:v<riK)l04ao¥o-2r · • · • 2tlt11 Apf'it1~~9 .· 

·· Subl~~t: · Paid'pl'fAAOdoif.~fanth~3.timud prQpag~iia.a·&Jl:d:ca•gn •··. 
if:U:h $ilppcirtofTwittedndia!Twitter lne. USA ~ t:1lg~ · 

.... :JJeSJ)¢cte~ Sir, 

My offlce h~ receiVed a~'o/ri~ :c(}filpl~int frotn Slui Vinit Ooenka ..:. Secretaty, 
. C~nter. f<>t Knowledge Sovift~igmY, and' Fhuner Nationru Co~Convener, iT Cell. 

B~atiyaJanati.Paft¥regafdil,tg;:tb~·~bp~e~bject · ... ·.· .. ·. · .·. ·· 
- ... .-·>:} ·_ .. · ,<.>:>: ·< .:,::_:.: '. ,--~/:_'·_ :_~·_,'·.-, .. _:,·::: .· .. _._ . ,:~· .. :-\ .. ,._·· __ :::/~', ,.:, . .: ... -... -<<. \_r:, .' .. ::, __ -.. ~- : .. : _:-_ -.-. 

,In •.. thele~~ ML:Gb~~u·b,t4Uiittoiinftiotice att:anti~nti~at;p~pillan.di1U14 
pai(£ipromote(f.·eampaigp; ·by 'f~t~JMia andlot 1~iner.Inc. tlsk'ooaer ·~· 

··Sponsored Hashtag #KballstanZOlOQeferendum. Screensbot of the· tweet · hu ,, 
· ~p tlt;tliQh~ · se~aratt;Ly, This hroiderit raises rome serious questions ftfid 
observatio~w~ioh l have trledta W m# below: 

. ·~-#1;~~~3!J~~~~ 
; •.· The sooiiU m~ia platf<>J'lll$i 1lk~ !'Witter shiMd•:be· aSkedlQ clmnge their · 
. policy and preVent ®ti iri·<Jia pf.t;~pagilntbt ... 
• 'TheJ~~. ~td at~ori~~ms ~b!lt1'wftter uses shoul~ be shared and, vetted by 

•lndirut GovtJLaw ~f~~fAgt,nc.ies for ~creerting anti~ lildiatweers. 
, •· DelriandfOt~'tiont~~ taktn~Y*'v,1ttetbn suchhahdle§ soffit~ .. · · .. · . 

.• ,. If~c tweets are'flrQmOt~!tbeR'Twit~.Sboul'd deelate JllQn,ey 1 bus.iness . 
. gen$(~ fiom . WIY . StisP~ted': )mti .. mdill . COllllllerciat ()peratl~it As 
newspapers, televrSions arc ·~C>Verned under Jaw of the larid.:srune should be 

. applied here M this· also is a sponsored activity. 

~ 
~ ' 
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-- contilillatjf>o Sheet 
- ,,, J-4\ --

• Denu111a for apology· ~ohi the Head of Twitter I Officer in Chi!fgb ill'mdia -
with an ~Ura.nce .th~y will ert!mre that such sponsored Anti India 
Adv~rtisemcttts arenotalloWedoil.theirplatfonn. _ _ - - . ___ . . -- -

-- • Last buth~t f;b~ lca.~t teq\lest tlle Ministry pf I~fotml}ti611 Technolpgy, -
Ministry oitrifbnnat~ort & Brriadca$ting artd Ministry df.Home -Ai'fills to --
:inv~d®te':t]le~boye.~-ts:~ues.· · - · --- - --

: therefore, I kina{y. t~(]U¢$~ -y~it to)nquire abo~t the llb~ye>~id :lintt~riat!on~) : 
.ptQpagandaancfp:ut!ish tQ.~gWltY~o send out_· a stem meSS~ge.to-_.th~ ,iiil~-:n!iliMal- _ 
elementS within and rirotiiid uurcouritry; India. - -

' ' . ' 

l ~ope you will. p~onaUy look into thi~: matter and- wiH di~c~t the- concerned to 
_ .initiate the appro:priate action.at the earlf¢st. · · - -
-· ... . . ' .... . . 

Witbw~thtregards, 

To_ _ 
ShtiNpj~ndrii.;Mo~l'_-· _ '__ _ ' 
1lon1hle·l~rbn,¢Mirifsicr ot'lridi~ · 
)llVfq_;,$1tl1tb.~l9Qk- " .. -
-~~w D¢lhi.-U000l . 

,_ ,, _,; 
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' - -
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• ' . 
C~patwant Singh Parmun @GPannun ... 
#f<halistan2020Heferendum Is Democratic 
Way To Independence of Punjab. 

UK Allowed Scotland 
Canada Allowed Quebec 
Iraq Allowed Kurdistan 
Spain Allowed Catalina 
To Vote For tNDEPENDENCE 

Shou!d IND!.~ As It Claims To Be Biggest 
Democracy of World Recognize 
#Khaiistan2020? 

v 

( ---------lli-ttKh-~1ist~n2020 ··~--·) 
----- - ____ / 
( .. ---··----------.. ·-·-------··-·-------··---·- ._._ ......... - ---··-

""------ no '\ --- / 
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Anantkumar Hegde 
Member of Parliament (LS) 

Uttara Kannada 

6~ 
A f'trJs=y \JJ Rt ~ '-t 
~y41!f41)jjli"~~\1[~~--1' l,..,..,.,_,""'-~-!,):_,.t, ••. :hl.-,..~~--o:;,!;,.,.,...:.•.e);J 1 ,,,,.,,_,},!l]ll\ 

MP(UK)/05/2020 .. 21 25~1 April 2020 

TO· 
The Honourable Prime Minister of India, 
Through the Prime Minister's Office, 
South Block, Raislna Hill, 
New Delhi -110 011 

Confidential for your Information & necessary action 

Respected Sir, 

Subject: Serious concern of wrongful Interference In free speech and anti-national acts by Twitter Inc. 

It has come to my notice from various reliable sources that there is wrongful interference in free speech 

by Twitter Inc which is detrimental to India's strategic interest & democratic fabric of society. This ls an 

excellent case of Digital colonisation that Indians are facing from a corporate entity. 

I wish to enumerate the cause of concerns as below: 

1. Selective targeting of Several Nationalist handles and Pro· Indian handles are suspended or 
locked rampantly In past few months. 

2. Pro-India national interest thinktanks run by decorated veterans who do never indulge in any 
mudslinging but speak about subjects like data sovereignty are silenced by suspending accounts. 

3. Handle belonging to elected public representatives are suspended without notice. 
4. Handles spewing polson and passing objectionable comments about Hon'ble Prime Minister of 

India, Home Minister of lnd:a, Chief Ministers of India, and other Indian establishments are 
promoted via paid advertisements. 

5. Handles spreading discontent and fake news about Indian religions or Indian elected 
representatives are not warned/blocked even after repetitive complaints. 

6. Objectionable content /Incitement to violence/ Separatism tweets that are Anti India are been 
promoted and payment is accepted by Twitter for such sponsored advertisements 

I request your kind office to kindly investigate the motives behind such acts by Twitter Inc. It must be 

also Investigated If money Is exchanged or personal like or dislike of decision maker of twitter leads to 

such actions to promote Anti India, Anti BJP, Anti Modi, Anti Indian establishment tweets. 

Delhi: #14, Lodhi Estate, Max Muller Marg, New Delhi -110003 © +91-11-24642001 
Karnataka: #17, K.H.B. Colony, Sirsi • 581402, Uttara Kannada 
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I am attaching tweets Whereby Pro- Khalistan tweets were sponsored and accepted by twitter Inc. I fall 
to understand how such a tweet does not violate their own policy. 

Also attaching a tweet that targets PMO on global platform through Wall Street Journal where It is said 
that under Prime Minister Modi the civil liberties in India is at stake thereby projecting our respected 
PM and the country In poor light. Even after repeated complaints such tweets are neither removed nor 
the handles of such persons not suspended. (attachments enclosed) 

Through this letter, I request your kind office to Introduce some regulations, accountability and 
transparency for social media platforms like twitter alike Newspapers and TV Channels. 

Also, we must ensure that data remains in India and the source code should be with Indian agencies/ 
NIC. 

Finally, like you have advocated the concept of self-sufficiency today during a video-meeting, post 
Covidl9, we as nation should try and develop !a-twitter Indian version thru NIC, CDAC, CDOT or Indian 
Start-up sector on a war footing and commercialisation of the same must happen through Government 
of India or Indian private entity. Digital colonisation can be only challenged with data sovereignty._ 
Freedom of speech and expression can be only guaranteed by Data sovereignty and transparency. 

Sir, Just FYI post my letter dated 20th April 2020 via MP(UK)/04/2020-21 to you against twitter India, 
Twitter suspended my personal twitter account @AnantkumarH and the also account of Polley 
Thinktank @Ckslndia which had raised the Issue of Anti India tweets on several platforms. Point to be 
noted Is both these accounts were suspended/locked without any prior intimation. CKS India is headed 
by decorated veteran lt Gen Dr D B Shekatkar, PVSM, AVSM, VSM (Heading Shekatkar Committee of 
Defence submitted to Defence Ministry and which is currently under discussion in forming defence 
policy) 

This raises further suspicion on the conduct of twitter India. 

I would request your kind office to instruct appropriate ministries 1 departments to ensure that Twitter 
follows the constitution of India and their conduct is free and fair and transparent. 

In case Twitter has made any money through Anti India twP.ets, sponsored advertisements, strict action 
should be taken against them as per the law of the land. 

Encl; 
1. Locking oflwitter Handle @AnantkumarH 
2. Locking ofT witter Handle @CKSindia 
3. Tweet from Hon Defence Minister of India on Shekatkar Committee's meeting. 
4. @WSJ Anti India tweet 
5. My letter dated 201h April2020 

Delhi: #14, Lodhi Estate, Max Muller Marg, New Delhi- 110003 ~ +91-11-24642001 
Karnataka : #17, K.H.B. Colony, Sirsl- 581402, Uttara Kannada 
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-" 
Your account has been locked. 

r.~' 

Anantkumar Hegde 
@AnantkurnarH 
"'-

What happened? 

We have determined that this account violated the Twitter 
Rules. 

As a result, we have locked your account. 

What you can do: 

To unlock your account. you must do the follo"Ying: 

• Remove Tweets that violate our rules 

If you think we've made a mistake, you can appeal the 
violation. 

Start . . 

·C: ·'Jr ":.,.!·d. , '· . · St,:ettue " 

~~~ 
-----~ . 

66 



.. 
"·

-·
·-

·•
...

:.
.1

.!
.:

...
' 



(aJTlf,ft C61lffcn4/ RMO India. v 

;@>DefenceMinlndia 

Raksha Mantri Shri @rajnathsingh 
reviewed the Shekatkar 

Committee recommendations on 

enhancing combat capabilities at 

a high-level meeting in New Delhi, 
today. 

2:01 PM · 20/04/20 · Twitter for iPhone 

-- - - --- ..... ,. 
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_ :M:P<trK)Io4iio2~~.2l~:: · · zoU.:Aprli-zo!u;-

Subjett: Paid ptQillotifflfof and.;Q~tionJll prc.pagand.a and.:carnpalgo 
wltlt s~ppttrt ofT\vftter lndiaffwitterlnt:l)~A -reg~ -

-Resptcted Sir, 
. ' 

-~~·hftice··~lJ$·.reeeiven.tt·wntien&it1lptt*itttfrom-slir•virlitQo_enka_~·secremry,-
-- Qeriter t'or -~imvi~ge SoveteiSlltr W\~ ·F()rrner National C~onvener, IT Cell, 

BbatatiyaJariata Pttltj·#~iNgtlie ,@J;ve subject; · · 

- ·-• rri ihe ~~~ ~~:- ~enxa ~-bfou$btto·fiiy:·iiOtice ~j ~u~tuitiOjihl propaganda ~~1':­
paidlptomot~ •_ ~pafgT~ by 't\Vt'ti~ .hldia ~d/ot '!'Witter In~, USA· under -t® 
Spon~ored -u•slttag #~~~tlnl,~29Rt:fe,reltdlnn. Screensbor of the tw~- has • 

.•• ~- nttacb¢d sep~tely. ~is in~'lijent raises_ $ome s¢rioos questions tUld 
observatiol1s.wll:1cb.l-~avettiedtoli~to~be1ow: 

• _- Data StiVereigt1ty; ·Wt.er~by such f11Iti-nat1Ql\at .t"~· ~,cQ~#-t snquf4 n9t 
. - jiJSt•be: ael'etect~llt pffibt'~h~J.ll~i':~¢;pt~Vid<*f.f6' Govefrutleri~:tifhtdia --
• ·the. social m~ditt p)a~~ 1m f:~ snti·ulctbe. ~kea tfi,. clJfutge their· · 

policy a~~ prtwent nnti ~din-pr<JM8(itl~tt. _ . _ _. .. . - _ . 
lthe logic and· ltlgQritbJ'll$_ t{lat1Witt¢t 

1
U$eS · sh6ura·~ shru:M artd vetted by 

· I~dian{Jovt.~~w Enfort!em~tAg~pclesfor s~reertifftfruiu" fudia'-tWeets. 
· • · .-Oeman~Hot llctionto ~ t!$~ b~Twitt¢t on such'Mt1dleS so m. . 
.-- • Jfthese tweets are promoted, then twitter: should declare :nwney tbusJness 

- gefierattd . froilf anY suspe\1ttd ariti • india commerCial operation. As 
'newspapers~ ~leyiaj{llls -ure gd~~e({ ~<fur lt1W of the land;sante should be 
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MINISTRY OFHOMEAFFAIRS 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 8th January, 2020 

J1lir.t. 17014/18/2019-auf:~.-VII] 

~~~.~-trm 

S.O. 112 (E).-Whereas the Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections (I) 
and (3) of section 3 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 (37 of l96])(hereinafter referred to as said 
Act), declared the Sikhs For Justice (SFJ} to be unlawful association vide notification of the Government of India in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs number S.O. 24ti9 (E), dated ttie 10th July, 2019, published .in the Gazette ofJndia, 
Extraordinary, Par~ IT. Section 3, Su{}.section (ii)dated IOthJuly,.2019(hereinafterreferredto as said notification); 

And, whereas, the Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (I) of section 5 
of the said Act constituted the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Tribunal (hereinafter referred to as. the said 
Tribunal) consisting• of Mr. Justice D.N. Patel, Chief Justice, High Court of Delhi vide n()tification of the 
Government of India in ·the Ministry of Home Affairs number S.O. 2856 (E), dated ?Ill August, 2019, published in 
the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part IT, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) dated 7th August, 2019; 

And, whereas, the Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred-by subcsection (I) of section4 
of the said Act referred the_ said notification to the said Tribunal on the 7th August, 2019 for the purpose of 
adjudicating whether or not there is sufficient cause for declaring the Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) as unlawful 
association; 

And, whereas, the said Tribunal in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (3) of section 4 of the 
said Act, made an order on the 6"' January, 2020, confirmed the. declaration made in the said notification; 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of sub-section (4) of section 4 of the said Act, the Central Government hereby 
publishes the order of. the said Tribunal, namely:- · 

Re: 

UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES !PREVENTION) TRIBUNAL 

COURT N0.1: DELHIIDGH COURT. NEW DELHI 

Date of decision: 61ll January, 2020 

Notification No. S.O. 2469(E) dated lOth July, 2019 issued by the Central Government under 
Section 3(1) & 3(3) of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 declaring Sikhs For 

~ - ,- I 
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Justice (SFJ) as an unlaWful assoCiation, read wi.th · N~tifreation No. S.O. 2SS~(E) dated 7th 
August, 2019; 

UNION OF INDIA 

Through: 

Versus 

SIKHS FOR JUSTICE (SFJ) 

Through: 

CORAM: 

Mr.Tushar Mehta,.·Solicitor Geneny of In<fia wfth Mr. Sachin D~tta, Sr. 
Ad vocate with Mr. Raj at Nair; .Mr. Jay PralcashSingh, Ms.RijutaMohanty, 
Ms. Prity Sharma, Ms.Uttara Babbar, Mr. Shantanu Sharma, Mr. Manan. 
Bansal and Ms.Bhavana Duhoon,.Advocates for Union of India. 

Mr. H. K. Wadhwa, Under Secretary, Mr. Manoj Kumar Singh, Teehnical 
Officer (Monitoring) and Mr. Varun, Asst. Section Officer from Ministry of 
Home Affairs. · · 

Mr. Colin Gonsalves, Sr. A(lvoca,te with Mr. Ehsan Javaid, Ms .. Sneha 
Mukherjee, Mr. Siddharth Seem and Md. Aman Khan, Advocates for the 
respondent Association. 

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE D. N. PATEL 

Q!Ym! 

I. In exercise of powers conferred by sub-sections (1) and (3) of Section-3 of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 (hereinafter referred· to as 'the Act'), the Central Governmen~ vide Notification No. S.O. 
2469(E) dated lOth July, 2019 published in the.Gazette oflndia, Extraordinary, Part-IT, Section 3, Sub-section (ii), 
declared the Sikhs ForJustice [for short 'SFJ']as an 'Unlawful Association' and direCted that this notification shiill, 
subject to any order that may be made under Section 4 of the said Act, have effect for a period of five years from the 
date ofits publication in the OfficialGazette. 

2. Thereafter, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 5 of the Act, the Central 
Government, vide Notification No. S.O. 2856(E) dated 71

ti August, 2019, constituted .this Tribunal for the purpose of 
adjudicating whether or not there is 'sufficient .cause' for declaring 'SFJ' as an l]nlawful Association, which has 
already been dec(ru:e<f as such by the Central Government vide its notifica,tion No, S.O. 246~(E) dated lOth July, 
2019. The reference made to this Tribunal under the provisions of Section 4(i) of the Act was received by this 
Tribunal on gth August, 2019. 

3. This order will answer the aforesaid reference. 

4. The Notification dated lOth July, 2019 was issued by the Central Government on the ground that 'SFJ' is 
indulging in activities which are.prejudicial to the integrity and security of the country and further that the following 
unlawful activities indulged by the 'SFJ' fall within the meaning of clauses (o) and (p) of sub-section (1) of Section 
2 of the Act, namely: 

(i) SFJ is involved in anti-national and subversive activities in Punjab and elsewhere, intended to disrupt the 
sovereignty and tenitorial integrity oflndia; 

(ii) SFJ is in close touch with the militant outfits and.activists, and is supporting violent form ofextremism and 
militancy in Punjab and elsewhere to carve out a sovereign Khalistan out of territory of Union Qf India; 

(iii) SFJ is encouraging and aiding the activities for secession of a part of the Indian tenitory from the Union 
of India and supporting separatist groups fighting for this purpose in India and elsewhere by indulging in activities 
and articulations intended to disrupt the sovereignty and tenitorial integrity of India. 

The Central GoveO)ment further opined that if th.e unlawful activities of 'SFJ' are not curbed and controlled 
immediately, it is likely to:- · 

~ 
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T~ 

4 THE GAZETI'E OF INPIA: EXTJ{AORJ)INARY [PART II-'-SEC. J(ii)] 

(a) Escalate its subversive activities including attempts to carve out Khalistan Nation out of the territory of 
Union ofindia by destilbilising the Government established by Jaw; 

(b) Continue advocating the secession of the Khalistanfrom the Union of India while disputing the accession 
of the State with the Union; · · · · · ' 

(c) Propagate anti-national.and separatist seniiments prejudiCial to tli~ temtorial integrity and security of the 
country; and 

(d) Escalate secessionist movements, supports militancy and incite violence in the country. 

5. Along with the aforesaid Notification, the Central Government had f~Jrnished to the Tribunal a Note about 
'SFJ', detailing its backgrounds, objectives, activities, and associates as well as the details of cases registered in 
Punjab and Uttarakhand and by the NIA against operatives and handlers of 'SFJ'. It is also stated that 'SFJ' has no 
known presence in India but its. modules and their activities in India are being operated by their foreign based 
handlers. The objectives of 'SFJ'; as· stated ill. the Note, read as under: 

(i) SFJ is presently propagating the s~rcalled Referendum-2020 on thesocial media as well 8lJ on ground by 
holding meetings across USA and other countries where Sikh§ are ill significant numbers intending to cause 
disaffection against India. 

(ii) A website has also been launched by name www.referendum2020.org which is replete withpro-Khalistani 
posts. and anti-India insinuations. The website has posters with photo of Sikh terrorist Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale juxtaposed with the caption 'PUNJAB REFERENDUM 2020 FRO KHALISTAN' and logos 
for 'PUNJAB REFERENDUM 2020' and 'KHASLISTAN'. There are posters saying 'STOP INDIAN 
TERRORISM' and 'FREE.PUNJAB, END INDIAN OCCUPATION', intended to disrupt the territorial 
integrity of India. 

(iii) The website also propagates 'Right to Self-Determination under International Law' .for the people of 
Punjab claiming that Punjabi is the common language and the Sikhs being predominant in Punjab, they 
have the right to Self-Determination based on language and religion, causing imputations and assertions 
prejudicial to national integration. It also supports dissolution of India into several smaller states such as 
Punjab (Khalistan), Gorkhaland, Assam, Kashmir, Soulh India, Maoist insurrections. 

(iv) The written content as well as the visual representations in the website www.referendum 2020or~ are 
provocative all.d inciting lhe Sikh community to brirtg about secession ofPurtjab from the U~ion of India. 
The website also has a link for raising furtds for 'Sikhs For Justice' (SFJ) for the purpose of campaign for 
so-called Referendum 2020 thtough PayPal account & Debit or Credit card, so as to escalate its subversive 
activities in India and abroad. · 

(v) The website provides material on all the activities of SFJ related to so-called Referendum 2020 and 
provides links to download banners,. placards, posters, Khalistan flag, T-Shirtdesigns (front & back), etc. 
supporting the so-called 'Referendum 2020', that are squarely covered unijer Sections 153A and 153B of 
IPC. . 

6. In addition to the aforesaid objectives of SFJ, the following activities of SF'J are also narrated in the Note 
annexed to the refere11ce: · 

(i) SFJ organized (Aug. 12~ 2018) "London Declaration" on lhe. "the so-called Referendum 2020" where 
approximately 1200-1500 Sikhs took part from the UK and abroad, intending io cause disaffection against 
India. 

(ii) SFJ launched lhe registration of "Team 2020", a team of volunteers to assist during the referendum 
campaign, frOm Gurdwara Panja Sahib (Hassanabdal, Apr. 14; 2019); followed by registration at Stockton, 
California (Apr. 14) in the US and Surrey, British Columbia (Apr. 20) in Canada. SFJ had also offered to 
reimburSe travelling expenses to Sikhs visiting Gurdwara Panja Sahib on the occasion. It declared· that it 
would sponsor 10,000 Sikhs pilgrims from India to attend the "Khalistan 2020 Convention" to be held at 
Kartarpur in November, 2019, coinciding with celebrations related to the 5501h Birth Anniversary of Guru 
Nanak. From this it is evident that SFJ is encouraging and· aiding the activities for secession. a part of the 
Indian territory from the Union of India. 

~·· ___,-
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(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

SFJ, commenced registration. of volunteer:s online; _in other Ioeati~rts across the. world, in~luding J(halsa 
DiwanGurdwara (Hong Kong, Apr; 21); US based GurdwarasincludingGurdwara Sikh Cultural Society; 
Richmond Hill, New York; Gurdwara Singh Sabha, Carteret, New Jer8ey and Gurdwara StocktQJl, 
California (Apr.l4); and during 'Sikh Day l'arades' held in New Xork (Apr. 27) and Surrey (Apr. 20)i All 
th~seactiviues are intended to escalate its subver.sive activities againSt India. · 

'' . ' ' 

SFJ organized fund raising conferences in Fremont, California (Apr. 7, 2019); Toronto (Mar.30).and New 
York (Mar. 17). To ensure participation of Sikh youth among the DiasJXlra in the .campaign; SFJ in 
coordination_ with Sikh Clui:J or_ Queens College, New York organized (Mar. 25, 2019) a meet on 
"Khalistanu and so-called "Referendum 2020". Earlier, similar events were held (Jan. 17, 2019) at 
University of California; San Jose State University (Feb. 21, 20I9) and California Polytechnic University, 
Pomona (Mar. 7, 2019), wherein they incited the youth to indulge in unlawful activities with the aid of their 
Punjab-based friends and relatives. In addition, SFJhas been oq~anizing a series of so-called "Referendum 
2020u Conferences in various cities abroad for raising funds and proniole their referendum campaign, and 
thus propagating anti-national and separatist sentiments prejudicial to the territorial integrity and Se<:llrity of 
the country. 

Gurpatwant Singh Pannun. wrote (Nov; 7, 2018) to the US Ambassador in New Delhi· complliining against 
the measures taken by the Government on the operatives affiliated With the so:Called ''Referendum 2020" 
campaigri in Punjab. He falsely aectised Indian Government of "unleashing a reign or terror" by "!libeling 
peaceful campaigners" as terrorist~ ·and filing "false charges" against ihem. Such representations were 
tweeted on social media to garner support for SFJ. This is an attempno escalate secessionist movement, 
supjXlrt militancy and incite violence in the country. 

Gurpatwant Singh Pat\nun also wrote (New York, Jan. 13, 2019) a leuer to the Chinese Ambassador in 
Ishimabad, Yao Jing, in which he falsely alleged the involvement oflndian intelligence in the attack (Nov. 
23, 2018) on the Chinese Corrstilate in Karachi. SFJ offered to donate Pak Rs.l million to their families. In 
addition, Pannun falsely accused India of ''disturbing peace, security and stability" in China,,Pakistan arid 
Afghanistan over the lastlhree decades, and held India "resJX.lnsible" for .the July 2018 attack in Jalalabad 
(Afghanistan); Pannun further falsely alleged that India is not only "sponspring terrodsm~· in foreign 
coimtdes to "discredit Pakistan" but is also "violently" crushing .the "domestic democratic movements for 
independence in Punjab and Kashmir" thereby supporting separatist groups fighting for this purpose in 
India. 

SFJ through social media posts incited (Feb. 2019) the teachers. of Punjab; who had been protesting 
detriandirig higher remunerations arid better service conditions, 10 promote so-called "Referendum 2020" ·in 
their schools and colleges, ilrtictilating that a change in the Government would not help resolve their issues, 
and ''independence" was :the only solution to ensure that their salaries were brought at par with developed 
countries, arid thus is encouraging the activities for secession. 

SFJ is also using social media to garner supjXlrt from Punjab based Sikh youth for its so-called 
"Referendum 2020" campaign. SFJ had made use of a Chinese social media app called Tik-Tok for pro­
Khalistaili propaganda with hashtags including #khalistanzindabad and #referendum2020 With 1 million 
views, and thereby is aiding and abetting the activities. for secession. 

UK-based' SFJ ()pei'ative Dapinderjit Singh, through social media, has been abetting India~based SFJ 
supporters/operatives to circumvent the ban on SFJ's Facebook page promoting so-called "Referendum 
2020" .in India The postdescribes the procedure of downloading and using Virtual Private Network (VPN) 
app and advises users to select a frequency/location outside the country 1o aid and abet anti-national and 
subversive activities in India and elsewhere, intended to disrupt the sovereignty and territorial illtegrity of 
India. 

SFJ allegedly called UjXln Pak Prime Minister Iniran Khan to "politically support soccalled 'Referendum 
2020' ,to ·Jiberate Punjab from Indian occupation" and undo. Pakistan's "failure to support Sikhs" dllrirrg :the 
1984 "siege" of the OoldenTempleunder Operation Blue Star. In addition, SFJalso released a fictitious 
letter purpi:irtedly written (Dec. 3, 2018) by "Deputy Dfrectoi' General in Psy~Ops Wing of the Directorate 

~-
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of Military Intelligence", which claimed that Sikhs in the Indian armed forces are "getting united and 
secretly" extending support to so-called ''Referendum2020" and that calle9 for maintaining a database of 
the Sikhs personnel in the armed forces and "controlling" their further recruitment, intended to escalate itS:, 
subversive and secessionist activities. . 

(xi) SFJ and its operatives have been trying to radicalize, fund and motivate the youth of Punjab mto 
committing acts ofarson and violence. It has also been making efforts to eruist the support of gangsters and 
radicals in Punjab and exhorting them to fight for the 'liberation of Punjab' from the Indian goveriunent, 
thereby propagating .anti-national and separatist sentiments prejudicial to the territorial integrity and 
security of India. 

(xii) Punjab Police have registered criminal cases against SFJ leaders abroad and operatives based in India who 
had been radicalized, indoctrinated, motivated and funded by SFJ leaders in carrying out acts of violence, 
such as burning of liquor shops and targeting of political and social leaders/workers belonging to a 
particular community. Such foreign based SFJleaders include Gurpatwlint Singh Pannun, Harmeet Singh 
@. Harpreet Singh @ Rana Singh (close associate of Gurpatwant Singh Pannuri based in New York), 
Paramjit Singh Pamma (UK), Mann Singh (UK), and Deep Kaur (Malaysia). Arms & ammunition have 
been recovered from members of such radical modules and there are ample evidences to prove that such 
modules were being .funded by above-mentioned SFJ leaders and operatives based in various South­
Eastern, Western and even African countries, through money transfers over MTSS or Hawala channels. 
From these cases, it is evident that SFJ is supporting violent form ofexliemism and militancy ill Punjabin 
support of its seeessionist agenda. 

(xiii) In May 2018, Batala Police arrested 2 radical operatives Dharminder Singh (a Territorial Army Soldier) 
and Kirpal Singh, who had set 2 liquor vends on frre in Baiala Police district. Dlii'ing preliminary 
investigations, these SFJ operatives disclosed that they had been radicalized, indoctrinated, motivated and 
funded by their foreign based handlers, including Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, Legal Advisor to Sikhs for 
Justice (SFJ), Harmeet Singh @ Harpreet Singh @ Rana Singh (close associate of Gurpatwant Singh 
Pannun based in New York), Paramjit Singh Pamma (UK), Mann Singh (UK), Deep Kaur (Malaysia) to 
carry out various types of violent acts to give wide publicity to the ongoing lSI funded and sponsored 
secessionist campaign for the 'liberation of Punjab' from the Indian government They also disclosed that 
they were lured into the campaign over the social media after being contacted and motivated (inCluding by 
Gurpatwant Pannun himself) on various social media platforms (such as Telegram and WhatsApp) by their 
above-mentioned foreign based handlers. They had been asked to spray-paint so-called Referendum .2020 
slogans and to put liquor vends and government properties on fire during the. Ghallughara week (June 
2018). From this incident, it is clear that SFJ has been indulging in activities, which are prejudicial to 
internal security of India and public order, and have the potential of disrupting peace, the unity and 
integrity oflndia. 

(xiv) In October 2018, Amritsar Police had arrested two radical operatives, Sukhraj Singh and Malkit Singh, who 
had pasted so-called Referendum 2020 banners in public places at Amritsar. During preliminary 
investigations, these operatives had disclosed that they had been motivated by their foreign based handlers, 
includillg Gurpatwant. Singh Pannwt. And that they have procured weapons from funds received from 
abroad to target politicalle~ders of a particular coinmunity. Consequent to their arrest, Sikhs fodustice had 
announced .that they would provide legal defense and also offered 2 lakh rupees· each. for the families .of 
Sukhraj and Malkit. Thus, SFJ is encouraging and aiding persons to undertake unlawful activities intending 
to disrupt the territorial integrity of India. 

(xv) In March 2019, three SFJ operatives (BaljitSingh, Jagdev Singh @ Jagga and Manjit Singh) were arrested 
in Amritsar ·and 2 pistols were recovered from them. Posters ·and Pamphlets regarding so-called 
Referendum 2020 were also recovered from Baljit Singh. These SFJ operatives had also been motivated to 
kill leaders of a particular community in an attempt to indulge in unlawftil activities intending to disrupt the 
territorial integrity of India. 

(xvi) SFJ operatives based in USA have also been involved in assault on moderate Sikhs Political leaders visiting 
USA In August 2018, SFJ operatives attacked Manjit Singh .GK, President Delhi Sikh Gurudwara 
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Management Committee, in frontof Yuba City Gurudwara, One S11bi SjJlgh of California, SFJ operative 
andJasbif Singh Delhi were arrested by the US Police in eormeciion w'iih this assault on ManjitSingh OK, 
This incident points 10 the fact of SFJ aiding and abetting the offenses abroad against Indians in support of I 

i~ secessionist and subversive agendaofdisrupting the territorial integrity of India. 

(xvii) SFJ had exhorted Punjab police personnel to rebel against the Punjab government and not to obey the 
orders of the Chief Minister of Punjab, and also desert the Punjab Police, which was taking effective and 
lawful action against militantlradicru/gangster elements operating in Punjab, often with active support from 
across the border. SFJ has also come to notice threatening and intimidating Punjab CIJief Minister, Punjab 
Jails Minister and senior police officers of Punjab, includingformer and serving OOPs, on alleged charges 
of torture of SFJ operatives who had been brought to justice and booked as per law for commission of 
violent acts in Punjab in 2018 and 2019. From these incidents it is evident thatSFJ has been including iit 
activities, which. are prejudicial 10 internal security of India and public order,. and have the potential of 
disrupting peace, the unity and integrity of India. 

(xviii) SFJ has also been targeting soldiers from Sikh community working in Indian Army through a dedicated 
social media campaign and instigating them to desert the army and work for promotion of the s<rcalled 
Referendum-2020 instead. They have also been exhorting these soldiers not to fight for India or shed its 
blood for India but to fight for independence of Punjabfrom India. SFJ has also been making false claims 
that the.Indian Army had killed 10,000 Sikhs in June 1984 and 2,50',000 Sikhs from 1984-1994. Thus, SFJ 
has been causing disaffection among Indian Army soldiers. IN April 2019, SFJ asked the soldiers from 
Sikh community working in Indian Army and the members of Punjab police to attend the s<rcalled 
'Referendum 2020' Rally in Washington D.C on 6111 June,.2019. SFJ offered free sponsorship letter for U.S. 
visa to these soldiers and police personnel These activities indicate that SFJ has been engaged in activities 
and articulations intended to cause disaffection against India. 

(xix) SFJ handlers based abroad have also been involved in burning of Indian. Flag, and they have also come to 
notice instigating the youth ofPunjab to indUlge in similar acis. Av(ar Singh Pannun, Sabi Singh Rana 
Singh, Major Singh Nijjer, Sukhwinder Singh Thana, lrvinjit Singh Sahota, KUivinder Singh Sandhu @ 

Tezy, Gurpreet Singh Baagi and Ravinder Singh Sohal have come to notice for uploading videos after 
burning Indian flags in various countries abroad causing disaffection against India. 

(xx) On 26-01-2019, SFJ operatives burnt the Indian Flag. intended to vitiate India's Republic Day celebration at 
various places, especially in London and Washington D.C. Parani.jiLSingh Pamma and Dupinderjit Singh 
were seen leading the group in London· while Avtar Singh Pannun blirned the Indian· National Flag in 
Washington D.C. In May, 2019, SFJ urged the Sikh Coinmunity in Punjab to boycott the General 
Parliamentary Elections-2019 and vote instead for Independent Punjab in so-called Referendum 2020 in 
November 2020. He claimed that only an Independent Punjab could solve the problems of Punjab, such as 
unemployment and farmer's suicides. These. activities again indicate that SFJ's engagement in activities 
and articUlations intendedto cause disaffection agl!inst India. 

(xxi) UK based SFJ operatives especially Paramjit Singh Pamma who is. wanted for involvement for crimes in 
India, was seen in the India vs. England World Cup cricket match af Edgbaston (Birmingham) on 30th June, 
2019. Pamma and his associates were seen wearing T-shirts of so-called Referendum 2020 and waving the 
KhalistaniFiag at the Cricket match. In a highly secessionist aCt, SFJ also shared a poster on social media 
last week urging pto-Khalistani Sikhs to boo the Indian Team during the Semi-Final match against New­
Zealand on 9tl' July, 2019. SFJ alleged that Team India represented the faces of Indian terrorism, thereby 
propagating anti-national and separatist sentiments prejudicial to the territorial integrity and security of the 
country. 

(xxii) On the occasion of Gurpurab celebrations in Nankana Sahib in November 2018, Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, 
Legal Advisor of SFJ, made public a letter declaring that the SFJ will open so-called Referendum 2020 
Information Centre in Lahore. He also claimed that hundreds of Referendum campaigners from North 
America, Europe and UK had reached Pakistan to coordinate 'Referendum 2020' campaign in Nankana 
Sahib during the 549lh birth anniversary celebrations of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. He also added so-<:alled 
'Referendum 2020' banners and Khalistan flags with the life size portrait of Jamail Singh Bhindranwale 

~~ 
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had been placed throughout the Nankana Sahib Complex, Pannun thus made it clear that the so-called 
Referendum-2020 campaign had the active support of the Pak establishment and the ISl. 

(xxiii) SFJ posted insurrectionary and insinuating songs and other visual representations in .the form of speeches Of, 
other\Vise such as on Fa~book/Twiuer/Y ouTube ChannelS/Videos, thereby by glorifying Sikh terrorists as 
well as by propagating anti-India ideology, are .radicalizing at1d instigating the m enibers. of Sikh 
cOmmunity to agitate for .the secession of Punjab from.the ·Union of India; thereby trying to undermine lhe 
territorial integrity of India while inciting disaffection among the Sikh commJJnity towards Indian 
Government and Indian State. 

, . I . 

7. The Central Government, in the Note annexed to the referenee, has also given the details of cases registered 
in Punjab and Uttarakhand and by NlA against operatives and handlers of Sikhs For Justice (SFJ), which are 
summarized as under: -

I. FIR No. 149/2017 of PS-Sohana District-SAS Nagar under section 124-A, 153-A, 153-B and 120.:B of 
IPC against the accused Gurpatwant Singh @ Pannim, Gurpreet Singh, Jagdeep Singh @ BabaJang 
Singh, Jagjit Singh and Harpuneet Singh; 

2. FIR No. 26/2018 of PS-8adar Banga District-SBS Nagar under section 436, 511 and 120.:B of IPC 
against the accused Deep· Kaur @ Kulbir Kaur, Manveet Singh @ bahadur. Singh, Sukhwinder Singh, 
Jaspreet Singh @ Jassas, Kapil Dev, Randhir Singh @ Dhira and Lakha Singh; 

3. FIR No. 46/2018 ofPScRangar Nagai District-Batala under sectiottl21, 12!-A, 122, 124-A, 115, 120B, 
307, 438, 427, 148 and 149 of IPC, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18 of Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and 
Section 25 of the Arms Act against lhe accused Gurpatwant Singh @ Pannu, Dharminder Singh @ Fauji, 
Kirpal Singh, Ravinder Singh @ Raja,Amritpal Singh, Ravipreet Singh, Nirmal Singh, Harnam Singh, 
Maan Singh@ Kulwant Singh@ Kanta, Deep.Kaur@ J(ulbirKaur,Paramjit Singh@ Pamma, Ranjit 
Singh @ Rana @HarmeetSingh @ Harpreet Singh and AshokSharma; 

4. FIR No. 152/2018 ofPS~Sultanwind District,Amritsar under section 117, 122, 124-A, 153-A, 153-B and 
120:.B of IPC, Section 17, 18 and 19 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and Section 25 of the 
Arms Act against the accused Silkhraj Singh@ Raju, Malkit Singh@ Meetu, Bikrainjit Singh@ Vicky, 
Harprit Singh @ Happy, Gurwinder Singh @ Gurprit Gopi, Manjit Singh @ Manga, Jatinder Singh @ 
Goldy, Harmeet Singh @ Raju, Roo fa! @ Rahul Gill, Silkhmandar Singh @ Gopy and Kuldip Singh; 

5. FIR No. 1~2/2018 of PS-Lahori Gate, Div-4, Patiala under section 13; 16, 18 and 20 of Unlawful 
Activities. (Prevention) Act, 1967, Section .3, 4, 5 of the eXplosive Substance Act, 1908, Section 25 of the 
Arms Act and $ection 120B of the Indian Penal Code. against the accused Shabnanxleep Singh@ Deep 
@ Billa @ Maninder Singh, Jatinder Singh @ BinderSingh, Gursewak Singh, Ramesh Kumar, Vinod 
Kumar, Kul vinderjit Singh and Harmeet Singh PHD; 

6. FIR No. 156/2018 of PS-Sirhind under section 25 of Arms Act, Section 120B of Il'idian Penal code and 
Section 20 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 against the accused Mohiuddin Sadiqki, 
Harpal Singh and Gu~eet Singh Nijjar; 

7. FIR No. 3/2019 of PS-S.S.O.C. District-Amritsar under section 25/54/59 of Arms Act and Section 13 of 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, I 967 against lhe accused Baljit Singh, Jagdev Singh @ Jagga and 
Manjit Singh @ Manna; 

8. FIR No. I 79/2018 of PS-Sadar Samana Patilila under section 25 of Arms Act against the accused Jarman 
Singh; 

9. FIR No; 299/2018 of PS-Khatima, Udamsingh Nagar, Uttarakhand under section, 153-B and 505 of.IPC 
and Section 66 ofiT Act against the accused Harjeet Singh @ Babbi Bhinder and Kulwinder Singh; and 

10. FIR/CllseNo. RC-02/20191NIA/DLI under Section 120B, 124A, 153A, 153B and 505 ofiPC and Section 
13, 17 & 18 of Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 against the·accused Gurpatwant Singh 
Pannun. 

8. In the aforesaid background, the Central Government formed an opinion that SFJ has been indulging in the 
activities which are prejudicial to the integrity and security of the country and have the potential of disrupting peace, 
unity and integrity of the country and that it is necessary to declare 'SFJ' to be an 'unlawful association' with 
immediate effect i.e. w.e.f. the date of publication of Notification No. S.O. 2469(E) dated 101

h July, 2019. 
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9. Upon.receiving the reference oil. 81
h Augus~ 2019, .the Tribunal listed the matter forpreliminary hearing on 

131
h Augus~ 2019. 

10. On 13m August, 2019, oil, prima facie' consideration of the material placed on record by the Central 
Government, .this Tribunal directed that a notice under Section 4(2) of the Act 1>e issued to 'SFJ' to sh()w cause, 
within 30 days from the date of service o[notice, as to why it be .not declared as an "Unlawful Association" and the 
matter was fixed for heating on 20m September, 2019. The notice was directed to be served on 'SFt in the 
following manner: 

I. By affixing a copy of the notice at some conspicuous part of the office(s); if any, of the Association; 

II. By serving a copy of the notice, wherever possible, on the principal office-bearers, if any, of the 
Association; 

ill. In case, the offices of the Ass()ciation are located. outside the territory of India or the principal office­
l>earers of the banned Association are actually and voluntarily residing, carrying on business or 
personally working for gain outside the territory oflndia, the notices may be served in terms of Rules 25, 
26 and 26A of Order-V of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908; 

IV. By making an announcement over the radio/television from the. local or nearest broadcasting .station of 
the AU India Radio/Doordarshan; 

V. By pasting the notice on the Notice Board of the office of the Deputy Commissioners at the Headquarters 
of each of the DistriCts in the States, where the activities of the Association are undertaken; 

VI. By pasting the notice on the Notice Board of the Indian Consulates/Emba~sies in the countries where the 
activities.of the 'SFJ' are claimed; and 

VII. By publication in two National Newspapers in English and in two vernacular newspapers of the States of 
Punjab, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,. Uttarakhand, Government of National 
Capital Territory ofDeihi and Chandigarli Administration as also in the States .of New York in USA; 
Toronto in Canada and London in UK. 

11. Pursuant to the directions given by the Tribunal, the affidavits of serVice were filed for the states of 
Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Jammu alld Kashmir, NCT of Delhi and NCT of 
Chandigarh, putting on record the factum of serviee of notice. So far as service of notice at the registered office and 
other offices of the respondent Association at USA, Canada and UK was concerned, an affidavit of service was flied 
by the Under Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi confirming service of notice on the respondent 
Association at the addresses mentioned in the background note furnished by the. government along with the 
reference. The affidavit was supported by the confirmation reports received from the High Commission oflndia at 
London, the Consulate General of New York at USA and the Consulate General ofToronto at Canada. 

12. On 20m September, 2019, Mr. Eshan Javaid, Adv()Cate, entered appearance on behalf of the respondent 
Association and filed his vakalatnama. He was .lead by Mr. Colin Gon:salves, Senior Advocate. A complete set of 
Background Note was supplied to them to enable them to file their reply to the Show Cause Notice. The reply fi> the 
Show Cause Notice was filed by the respondent Association on 14.10.2019 by way of preliminary submissions. 

13. Before proceeding further in answering the reference, it would be appropriate at this stage to notice 
Sections 3, 4, 5 and 9 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 and Rules 3 & 5 of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Rules, 1968 and some of the pronouncements of the Hon 'ble Supreme Court on the subject: 

Sections 3. ( 5 and9 ofthe UAPAread lis under: 

"3. Declaration. of an associlliion as wzlawful.-( 1) lf the (;entral Government is ofopinion 
that any association is, or has become, an 1miawjul association, it may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette, declwe such association to be unlawful. 

(2) Every such notification shall specify the grounds on which it is issued arid such other 
particulars as the .Central Government may consider necessary: 

Provided that nothing in this sub"section shall require the Central Government to disclose any 
fact which it considers to be against the pi#Jlic Interest to disclose. 

tR~ 
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(3) No such notification ~hall have effect tmtil the Tribunal/uls, by an order made under 
section 4, confinned the declaration made therein and the order .is published in the Official 
Gt!.Zetle: 

'Providedthat ifthe Centra/Government isofopinionthatdrcumstances~xistwhich render it 
·necessary for that Goverimiimt to deelare an. association to be unlaWful with immediate effect, 
itmay,for reason~ to be stated in ~riting, direct that the nOtification shall; supject to any order 
that may be made under section 4, have. effectfrom the ditte ofitspuhlication inthe Official 
Gmette, 

(4) Every such rwtificatjon shall, in addition to its publication in the Official Gazette, be 
published in not less than one ditily newspaper having circulation ,in the State in which the 
principal office, if any, of the association affected is situated, and.shall also be served on such 
as~oclation 111 such manner as the Centrdl Government may think fit and all or any of the 
following modes may bejollowed in effecting such service, namely.:- · 

(a) by affixing a copy of the notification to some conspicuous part dftht! office, if any, ofthe 
association,• or · · 

(b) by serving a copy of the Jwtification, where.possible, on the principal office-bearers, if any, of 
the association; or 

(c) by proclaiming by beat of drum or by means of loudspeakers, the contents of the twtificationin 
the area in which ihe activities of the association are ordinarily carried on; or 

(d) in such other manner as may be prescribed. 

4. Reference to Tribunal.-(1) Where any association has been declared unlawful by a 
notification issued under sub-section (I) of section 3, the Central Government shall, within 
thirty days from the date of the. publication of the notification under the said .vllb-section; refer 
ihe notification to the. Tribunillfor the purpose of adjudicating whether or not there is sUfficient 
causefor declaring the association wllawful. ·· 

(2) On receipt ofa reference under sub-section(!), the Trib{lnal shall call upan the association 
affected.by natice in writing to show cause, within thirty days from the date o/the service of 
such notice, why the association should not be declared unlawfuL 

(3) Afier considering the cause, if any, shown by the association or the office-bearers or 
members thereof, the Tribunal shall hold an inquiry in the manner specified in section 9 and' 
after calling for· such further information as it may . consider necessary from the Central 
Government or from any office-bearer or niember of the association;· it shall decide whether or 
not there is suffiCient cause for declaring thti association to be unlawful and make, as 
expeditiously as po$sible and in any case within a period of* nionths from the date ofthe 
issue of the notification IInder sub-section (I) of section3, such order as it may deem fit either 
· corifirmingihe declciration made in the nOtificlition or cancelling the same. · 

(4)The order ofthe Tribuna.l lnade :under sub~section (3) shall be pllblished in the Official 
Gmette: 

5 .. Tribunal.-(!) The Central Government may, by 110tijication in the Official (Jazette, 
constitutes, as and when necessary, a tribwral to be knoW11 as the "Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Tribunal" collSisting of one person, to be appointed by the Central Government: 

Provided that no person shall be wappointed unless he is a Judge of a High Court. 

· (2) If, for any reason,. a vacancy (other than a temporary absence) occurs. in the dffice ofthe 
presiding officer of the Tribuna~ then,· the Central Government shall appoint another person in 
accordance with the proviSions of this section to fill the vacancy and the proceedings may be 
continued before theTribunalfrom Jlze stage at which the vacancy is filled~ 

@tt~ --



8'2-

[ m-tT II -'lg'1TG 3(ii)] ~'fiT~ : .arnTUT\11r 

(3) The Central Govemment·.shall make available to the Tribunal such staff as may be 
necessary for the discharge of its functions unde~Jhis Ad . · · 

(4) All expenses incurred in connection with the Tribunal shall be defrayed out of the 
Consolidated F'und of India. 

(5) Subject tq the provisions ofsection 9, the Tribwral shall have power to regulate its own 
procedure in all matters arising out of the discharge of its functions including the place or 
places at which it will hold its sittings. 

(6) The Tribunal shall, for the purppse ofmaking ani~~quiry under this Act, have the same 
powers as are vested in a civil court under the Code iJf CiVil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908), 
while trying a suit, in respect of thefollowing matters, namely:-

( a) the summoning and enforcing the attendance of any witness and examining him on oath; 

(b) the discovery andproduction of any document or other material object producible as 
evidence; 

(c) the reception of evidence on affidavits; 

(d) the requisitioning of any public record from any court or office; 

(e) the issuing of any commission /ot the examination of witnesses. 

(7) Any proceeding before the Tribunal shall be deemed to be a judicial proceeding within the 
meaning ofsections 193 and 228 of the Indian Penal Code ( 45 of 1860). and the Tribunal shall 
be deemed to be a civil court for the purpOSf!S of section I95 and [Chapter XXVI] of the 
[Code]. 

XXX XXX XXX 

9. Procedure. to be followed in the disposal ofapplications under this Act.---Subject.to any 
rules thatmay be made under this Act, the procedure to be fol/qwed ~y the Tribunal in holding 
any inquiry under sub-section (3) of section 4 or by a Court of the District Judge in disposing 
of any application under sub-section ( 4)of section 7 orsub-section (8) of section 8sha/l, so far 
as may be, be the procedUre laid down in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908), for 
the investigation of claims and the decision of the Tribunal or the Court of the Districi Judge, 
as the case may be, shall be final. " 

Rule§3.&.Softhe UAP Rules read as under: 

3. T~unal and District Judge .~follow rules of evidence.-( I) In hold~ng an inquiry .under 
su,b-section (3) ofsection 4 or disposing of any ppplication under .sub-se.ction (4) of section 7 
or subcsection (8) of section .8, the Tribunal or the District Judge, as the case may be, shrill, 
subject to the provisions of sub-rule (2), follow, asfar as practicable, the rules of evidence laid 
down in the Indian Evidence Act, I872 ( 1 of 1872). 

[(2). Notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 ( 1 of 1872), where 
any books of account or other documents have been produced before the Triburial or the Court 
·of the District Judge .by the Central Government imd such books of accoullt or other documents 
are claimed by that Government to be of a confidential nature then, the Tribunal or the Court 
of the District Judge, as the casemay be, slwll no~-

( a) make such books of account or other documents a part of the records of the proceedings 
before it; or 

(b) allow inspection of, or grant a copy of, the whole of or any extract from; such books of 
account or other docwnents by or to any person other than a party ·to the proceedings 
before it.] 

~~ 
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5. Documents wllich should accompany a reference to the Tribunal-Every reference made 
to the Tribunal under :;u/J-section (I) of sectitm 4 shall be accompaniedby-

(i) a i:opy of the notificatiOII made under sub-section (1) ofsection 3, and 

. (ii) all thefact:; on .. which the grounds specifiedin tlie said notification are .based: 

Provided that nothing in this rule :;hal/ require the Central Government to diiido:;e any fact to 
the Tribunal which that Government consider:; against the pUblic interest todisC/o:;e." 

14. Sub-section (5) of Section 5 of the Act provides that subject to .Section 9, the Tribunal. has Pte power 10 
regulate its own procedure in all matters during the discharge of its functions. Section 9 provides for the 'proc¢ure' 
to be followed for disposal of the applications under the Act, viz. subject to the rules made under the Act, the 
procedure to be followed by the Tribunal in holding any inquiry under Section 4(3)or any application under Section 
7(4) or Section 8(8) ":;ofaras''may be, the procedure laid down in the Code of Civil Procedure 1908. Rule 3 of the 
UAP Rules provides that subject. to sub-rule (1), the Tribunal shall follow "a:;far as.pr:acticable'' the·rules.of 
evidence as laid down in the buiian EviqeQc.e Act 1872. :J'hus\ the Indian Evidence Act and the Rules made 
thereunder are not 'stricto sen:;o' applicable to the proceeding~ unl:[er .the Act. The Hon'ble Sup~me Court in 
Jamaat.e~Islgmi Hind v. Union of India; (1995) I SCC 428, while exa111ining a similar ban on an association 
named Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, examined the provisions of the Act and on the issue of procedure observedthat.the 
Tribunal can devise a suitable procedure whereby it can itselfexamine and test. the credibility of such material 
before it decides to accept the same for determining the existence of sufficient cause for declaring the association to 
be unlawful. It has further been held by the Supreme Court that the material need not be confined only to legal 
evidence in the strict sense anq such a procedure would ensur~ .that the decision by the Tribunal is made after 
assessing the credibility of the. material while protecting the rights of th~ assopiation and its members without 
co111promising and/or jeopardizing the publicinteres~ following the principles of natural justice and not merely 
accepting the opinion alreruiy formed by the Central· Government. It has also been held that.the materials in such 
matters are not con tined to .legal evidence in the strict sense and that the scrutiny and the procedure required 10 be 
followed as well as appreciation of evidence and the material brought on the record is not akin .to a criminal trial. 

15. Jl is pertinent at this stage to also lake note of the guidelines laid dowrt by the Supreme Court in Jamaat·e· 
.lslami Hitul (supra) for holding an enquiry of this nature. The Hon '.ble Court has highlighted the principles which 
ought to govern an enquiry of this nature and the manner of adjudicating the 'sufficiency' of cause to ban an 
association. In para 11 of the judgment, the Hon'ble Supreme Court has observed as under:-

'The nature of inquiry contemplated by the .Tribunal requires U toweigh the material on which 
the notification under sub-section (I) of Section J is is:;ued by the Central Government, the 
cause shqwn by the Association in reply to the nptice issue4 to it and take into c:onsideration 
:;uch further Information whicliit may ca/lfor, to decide the.exilitence of :;ufficient cause for 
declaring the As:;ociation to. be wilawful. The entire procedure COf!template:; an objective 
determination made on the basi:; ofmaterial placed before the Tribunal by the twp sides; and 
the i~~quiry is in the nature of adjudication ofa lili between two parties, the outcome of which 
depends on the weight of the material produced thethem". 

In para 19 of the judgment, the Hon'ble Supreme Court has.dealt with the issue ofappreciation of material 
placed befOre the Tribunal, based on which the Central Government took the decision to ban the assoCiation. The 
said para reads as under:-

"The test of factual existence of grounds .amenable to objective determination by the court for 
adjudging the reasonableness ofrestrictions placed on the right conferred by Article 19(I)(c) 
to formassociations, .in the scheme of the Unlawful Activitie:; (Prevention) Act, 1967, is equally 
applicable .in accordance with the decision in V.G. Row. /tis, therefore; thistest which must 
determine the meaning and content of the adjudication by the Tribunal of the existence of 
sufficient cause for declaring the as:;ociation to pe unlawful und.er the Act. A different 
construction to equate the requirement ofthis Ac( with mere subjective satisfaction of the 
Central Government, when the power to declare m1 associatiol) to be unlawftil.depends on the 
factual existence of the grounds which are amenable to pbj(!ctiveil~termination, would result in 
denuding the process of adjudication by the Tribunal ofthe entire meaning and content of the 
expression 'adjudication'." 

M~ 
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In pilfa 26 ()f the .same judgment, the H()n'ble Courthas pi'Cino!Jilced.on the application of ihe principles of 
natural justice tp ensure that th,e decision of the Tribimalis its own opiliiqn, formed on the. basis of materia) placed 
before it and not a mere imprimatur of the l;ribu~al affixed to the opinion of the Central Government . .T.he 
observations. made by the Hon'ble.Courtin the said para 26 read as under: 

"... ... the provision for adjudication by judicial scrutiny, after a show-cause notice, of 
existence of sufficient cause to justify the. declaration 111.11.'/1 neces~arily imply and import into 
the inquiry, the minimum reqUirement of natural justice to ensure that the decision of the: 
Tribunal is its own opinion, formed on the entire available material, and not a mere 
imprimatur ofthe Tribunal afMed to the opinion of the Central Government. Judicial scrutiny 
implies a fair procedure to prevent the vitiating element of arbitrariness. What is the fai~ 
procedure in a given case, would depffnd on the materiais constituting the factual foundation of 
the notification and the itw(lller in which the Tribunal can assess its true worth. This has to be 
determined by the Tribunal keeping in view the 110ture of it~ scrutiny, the minimum requirement 
of natural justice, the fact that the materials in such matters are not confined to legal evidence 
in the strict sense, and that the scrutiny is not a criminal trial. The Tribuna[ should form its 
opinion on all the points in controversy after assessing for itself the credibility of the material 
relating to it, even though it may riot be disclosed to the association, if the public interest so 
requires." 

16. During the hearing of the Tribunal on l71h Octqber, 20 1g, the respondent Association moved an application 
seeking copies of documents which are referred to by the witnesses in their affidavits especially in the affidavit of 
Smt. Sonia Narang (PW ~2). Response to this application was filed· by the Union of India stating that so long as 
documents which are in public domain are concerned, they shall be supplied to the respondent Association. 
However, documents which are classified and not in public domain cannot be provided and that Union of India shall 
claim privilege in respect of those documents and the said documents would be placed before the Tribunal, for its 
perusal, in a sealed cover. Union of India subsequently also filed an· application under Sec.tion 123 of the Evidence 
Act read with Section. 172 of the code of Criminal Procedure. claiming privilege· in respect of certain documents 
which were sought by the respondent Association vide its application dated l7J 0.2019. The respondent Association 
also preferred an application objecting to. furnishing of documents by Union of India in sealed cove~. Reply to the 
said application was tiled by the Unionoflndia. Vide order dated 06.12.2019, it was directed that the said issue will 
be heard and decided iuong with the main matter. . 

17. It is deemed necessary at this stage to decide the issue of "privilege" claimed by the Central Government in 
respect of documents submitted by the witnesses in sealed covers, the. contents whereof have not been disclosed to 
the respondent Association or to its counsel. 

18. Mr. Sachin Datta, learned Senio.r counsel for the Union of India argued that the nature of proceedings and 
the scope of enquiry befo.re the Tribunal and the treatment which has 10 be given to the documents in respect of 
which privilege has been claimed by the government is guided by the decision of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in 
JiuiUlat·e-lsfami Hind (supra) It is submitted that the Hon 'ble Supreme Court after interpreting the .scheme of the 
Act and the Rules framed therecunder has upheld the right of the government to claim privilege in tespect of 
confidential documents in public interest. Learned Senior counsel referred to para 20 and 22 of the said judgment, 
which read as under: 

"20. . ............. The scheme under this Act requiring adjudication of the controversy in this 
1nam1er makes it implicit that. the minim1m1 requirement.ofnaturdl justice must be satisfied, to 
make the adjudication meaningful. No doubt, the reqUir~ment of natural justice in a case of this 
kind must be tailored to safeguard public interest which must always outWeigh every lesser 
·interest. This is also evidentfromthefact that the proviso to sub•section (2) of Section3 of the 
Actitselfpermits the Central Government to withhold the disclosure of facts whichitconsiders 
to be agaiiiSt the public interest to disclose. Similarly, Rule 3(2) and the proviso to Rule 5 of 
the Unlawful ,Activities (Prevention) Rules, 1968 also permit non-disclosure ojconfidential 
documents and information which the Government considers to be agabl!it the public interest to· 
disclose, all information and evidence relied on by the Central Government to support the 
declaration made by !t of an association to be unlawfu~ has to be disclosed to the association 
to enable it to show cause against the same. . .......... . 
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12. It is obvious that the !m(awful activities of an association may quite often be clandestine in 
nature qnd, . therefore, the source ofevidence oft he unlawful activities may require continued 
confidentiality in public iiJ(erest. In such a situatior~, disclosure. of the source of such 
,infomJatiof!, and,.may be, also fulL'pamculars iher~of, is likelJ t().b,e agai~st the public intere,rt .. 
The scheme ofthe Act and the procedure for inquiry indicez!ed by the Rulesframed thereunder 
provideformaintenance ofconfid€:ntiality, whenever required in public Interest. However, the 
non-disclosure of sensitive infommtion and evidence to the ass()ciation and its office-bearers, 
whenever justified in public interest, does not necessarily imply iis non-disclosure to the 
Tribunal as well. In such cases where the Tribunal is satisfied that non-disclosure of ~uch 
information to the association or its office-bearers is in pUblic interest, it may pennit its non­
disclosure to the association or its or its· office-bearers, but in order to perform its task of 
adjudication as required by the Act, the TribW!al can look into the same for the purpose of 
assessing the credibility of the infomlation and satisfying itself that it can safely act on the 
same. In such a situation, the Tribunal can devise a suitable. procedure whereby it can itself 
examine and testthe credibility of such material before it decides to acceprthe same for 
detem1inin.g the existence of sufficient cause for declaring the association to be unlawful. The 
materials need not be confined only to legal evide1ice in the strict sense. Such a procedure 
would ensure that the decision of the Tribunal is an adjudication mtlde on the points in 
controversy after assessing the credibility of the material it has chasen to accept, without 
abdicating its filnction by merely acting on the ipse dixit of the Central· Government, Such a 
course would satisfy the minimum requirement of natural justice tailored to suit the 
circumstances of each. case, while protecting the rights of the association and its members, 
without jeopardizing the public interest. This would also ensure·. that the process of 
adjudication is not denuded of its content aizd the decision ultimately rendered by the Tribunal 
is reached by iton all pints in controversyafteradjudication and not by mere acceptance of the 
opinion already fonned by the Central Government." 

19. Learned senior counsel for the Union of India submitted that the documents in the sealed cover are 
confidential and sensitive in nature and are part of evidence collected during the course of investigation as also 
inputs received from the intelligence agencies. Il is submitt~d that disclosure of these documents might put to peril 
the safety of certain entities, who are named in these documents and, hence, these documents cannot pe supplied to 
the respondent Association or to their counsel. Learned senior counsel also sought to place ~liance on Section 123 
of the Indian Evidence Act. It is. stated that the privilege in respect Qf the said documents is claimed based Orl the 
nature of documents. which impinge upon national security and their disclosure might jeopardize the interest and 
safety of individuals and also the national security. 

20. Mr. Colin Gonsalves, learned senior counsel for the respondent Association on the other hand argued that 
non supply of copies of documents being produced before the Tribunal in sealed cover would, in fact, jeopardize 
their defense and the respondent Association would not even know as to what are they required to defend or what 
are the documents based on whiCh the Central Goverrunenl has .formed its opinion to ban the respondent 
Association. Leariled senior counsel referred to the decision oftheHon'ble Supreme ())urt in S. P. GupUI vs. Union 
of India, 198l(SuppL) SCC 87 to subrni.t that even if the privilege is to be claimed by the Union oflndia in respect 
to certain documents, it must follow the specified procedure and the claim for privilege can be made only by the 
Minister or the Seeretary of the· concerned department by way of an affidavit while in. this case the application 
claiming privilege has been filed only with an affidavit of a DIG in the National Investigation Agency. Learned 
senior counsel relied on para 75 of the judgment which reads as under: 

"Now we may conveniently at this stage consider the question as to how a claim for immunity 
against disclosure should be raised under section 12~. It is lll(cessary. to repeat and re­
emphasize that this claim ofimmunity can be justifiably nmde only, if it is felt that the 
disclosure of the document would be injurious to public interest. Where the State is apart to an 
action in which disclosure of a document is sought by the opposite party, itls possible that the 
decision to withhold the document may be. influenced by the apprehension that such disclosure 
may adversely affect the head of the department or the department itself or the minister or even 
the government or that it may provoke. public criticism or censure in the legislature or in the 
press, but it is essentialthat such considerations shOuld be totally kept out in reaching the 
decision whether or not to disclose the document. So also the effect of the document on the 
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.ultimate r;ourse of the litigation-whether its disclosure would hurt thl} State in .its defel!fe­
shoulihave no relevance in making a claimfodmmunity againstdisclosure. Tile sole andonly 
consideration must .be whether the disclosure of the docum~nt woUld· be detrimental to public 
interest in the particular case before the C.ourt. it has therefore been heldsince lf!ngbefore 
Conway v.JUmmer was decided in Eng fund and since the decisi{Jtf in Sodhi Sushkev Singh case 
in lndia that a claim for immunity against disclosure shpuld be nratle by the ministerwho. is the 
political head of the department concerned or failing him, by the secretary of the department 
and the claim should always be made in theform of an affidavit~ Where the affidayit is made bi 
the secretary, the Couit may ilJ an pppropriate r;ase require an affulavi( of the minister 
concerned. The affidavit should show that the docwnent in question has been carefully read 
and considered and the person making the affidavit has fomu:d the view that the document 
should not be disclosed either because of iis · aCtual contents or because of the class .of 
documents. to which it belongs. !fin a given case no affidavit iS filed or the affidavit filed is 
defective, the Court may give an opportunity io the State to file a proper affidavit. The reason is 
thatthe imi11Unity against disclosure claimed under section 123 is not a privilege which can be 
waived by the State. It is an immunity which is granted in order to proiectpublic interest and 
therefore even if the State has 1wi filed an affidavit or the a.ffidaviJ filed is not satisfactory, the 
court cannot a/Jdicate its dutjof deciding wheiherthe disclosure of the document in question 
would be injurious to public interest andthe.dOC:ument should not therefore be allowed to be 
disclosed· That is why in Englaiul this immunity is no ·longer described as "Crown Privilege" 
but is called "public interest immUIIity'.'. This aspect of the immunity was emphilsized by Lord 
Reid in Reg v. Lewes Justices, ex parte Home Secretary ·where the learned Law Lord observed 
that the expression 'Crown Privilege' is wrong and may be misleading and there is no question 
of any privilege in the ordinary sense of the word, as therealquestion is whether the public 
interest requires that tlze document shall not b e produced. Lord Simon of Glaisdale also 
poillted outin the same: "Crown privilege is a misnomer and apt to be ntisleadbtg. It refers to 
the rule that certain evidence is inadmissible on the ground that its· adduction would be 
contrary to the public interest .. .it is not a privilege which may be waived by the Crown or 
anyone else. " 
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21. It is, thus, submitted that. even if Union of India is to claim privilege for non-disclosure of certain 
documents on the. basis of public interest, it ought to file an affidavit claiming .such privilege showing exactly how 
such disclosure would be against public interest It is, .thus, argued that the plea of the Union o(India claiming 
privilege for non-disclosure of certain documents be disallO\\Ied ana (he documents furnished by the Union of India 
in sealed covers be not perus~d or considered w]).ile answering the reference. 

22. . . During the coW'se of recording of evidence of the witnesses, .the. witness namely Mr. S:C.L Das,. Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India handed over to the Tribunal two sealed envelopes, 
claiming their contents to be corifideniial and, thus, claiming privilege oil disclosilre of ihese documents to the 
respondent Association on the ground of public interest in terms of proviso to Rule 5 of the UAP Rules. Another 
sealed envelope is filed by PW-3, Mr. Sanjeev Kumar, DSP along with his affidavit PW-3/1, even though the 
contents thereof find mention in para 14 of the affidavit, wherein it is stated that the sealed cover contains the 
transcripts of Ranjit Singh Rana's video and the relevant portion of Dharminder Singh-Amritpal Singh 
conversations. 

23. Ther~ is no doubt thalevery document produced by the Central Government cannot be accepted on its face 
value, particulllrly tho~e whiCh are produced in a sealed cover .. While safe,guarding !he rights of the banned 
Association, ids nece~sary Ill at each and every document. produced by the Central Govenunent Jl1Ust"be made 
available to the respondent Association. At the same time it also necessary, as observed by 'the Supreme Court, that 
sensitive information and intelligence inputs or their sources are not placed in public domain. But the credibility of 
each .of the documents produced before .the Tribunal in sealed cover must be assessed and examined. Even in S.P. 
Gupta's case (supra), which was referred to by the learned senior counsel for the respondent Association, .the 
Supreme Court has noted that cabinet· papers, ·minutes of discussions of heads of departments, and high level 
documents relating to the inner working of the government 111achrne or ,concerned with the fanning of govenunent 
policies belong to classified category of do9jlments which in the public interest must be. regarded as. protected 
against disclosure, In plU"a 73 of the samejudgment, the Supreme Court. made certain observations with respect to 
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balancing public interest vis-a-vis non-disclosure ofdocuments. It would, be worthwhile to reproduce the said para 
73 which reads as under:-

"73. We have already pointed out that whenever 1111 objection to the. disclosure of a document 
under Section 123 is raised, tWo gltestions fall for the deterfili~tion of the court, namely, 
wiiether the documeilt relates to affairs of State and. whetliet its disclosure would, in the 
particular case before the court, be injuriOus to public interest. The .court in .reaching its 
decision on these tWo questions has to balw1ce tWo competing aspects ofpublir: interest, 
because the documel!t being one relating to.'affairs of State, its disClosure would.cause some 
injury to the interest of the State o'r theproperfunctioniizg .of the public service and pn the 
other hand if it is not disclosed, the nondisclosure would thwart the administratipn ofjustice by 
keeping back.from the court a material document. There are two aspects ofpublic interest 
clashing with each other .out of which the .court has to decide which predominates. The 
approach to this problem is admirably set out in a passage from the judgment of Lord Reid 
in Conway y; Rimmer: 

"It· is universally recognised that there are tWo kinds of public ii1terest which may clash. There 
is the public interest tlult harm shall nor be done to the nation or the public service bv 
disclosure of certain documents. and there is the public interest that the administration of 
justice shall not be frustrated by the withholding of documents which must be produced if 
justice is to be dime. There are manv cases where the nature ofthe injurv which would or might 
be done to the nation or the public .service is of so grave a character that no other interest. 
public or private, can be allowed to prevail over it. With regard to such cases it would be 
proper to say. as 'Lord Simon did. that to order production of the document in question would 
put the interest ofthe State injeopardy. But there are many other cases where the possible 
injury to the public service is much less cmd there one would think that it would be proper to 
balance the public interests involved." · 

[Emphasis supplied] 

24. At the outset, it is made clear that the. documents being produced by the Union oflndia in sealed covers 
cannot form the basis for assessing the sufficiency of cause in banning the respondent Association. At the most it 
may have only corroborative value and support to the substantive evidence placed before the Tribunal, c~pies 
whereof are served on .the counsel representing the respondent Association. The principles of natural justice demand 
a fair opportunity to the respondent Association to defend itselfand the ban on the respondent Association cam10t be 
upheld based only on the documents furnished by the Union of India. in· sealed covers. The credibility of the. 
documents in sealed cover and their corroborative value can. only· be a reconfirma.tion. of the evidence brought on 
record, copies of which stand supplied to the respondent Association; This view is reinforced by the recent 
observations ofthe Hon'ble Supreme Court in P. Chidambaram Vs. Directorate ofEtiforcement (2019) SCC 
OnLi11e SC 1549 wherein in para 25 ihe Hon'ble Supreme Court has observed· that, "while the learned Judge· was 
empowered to .look at the materials produced in a sealed cover to satisfy his judicial conscience, the learned Judge 
ought not to have recorded finding based on the materials produced in a sealed cover". 

25. Coming now to the credibility and corroborative value of the sealed covers filed by the witnesses, the said 
sealed covers·were opened and each of the documents were examined in relation to the evidence brought.on record 
by the witnesses and their corroborative evidentiary value was assessed. They were found to have a direct 
corroborative link. to the substantive evidence placed on record by the Union oUndia and, thus, worthy of reliance. 
It also emerged that these are sensitive documents and their disclosure in public domain inay invite harm to certain 
identities. F\U'ther, the plea raised by. the learned senior counsel for the respondent Association that the application 
seeking privilege must be supported by an affidavit of the Minister or the Secretary, which is not so in this case, 
wherein the application seeking privilege is supported by the affidavit of DIG only is a procedural/technical 
deficiency and is not fatal to the core issue of non-disclosure of confidential and sensitive documents to the 
respondent Association or its counsel. The documents have been re"sealed. after examination. 

26. The Act is a special enactment tl.l .deal with elements which threaten the integrity and sovereignty of the 
country and the provisions of th.e enactment must prevail over the general laws whjch may be applicable to such 
proceedings. Thus, keeping in view the observations by the Hon 'ble Supreme Court in Jamaat-e-Islami Hind 
(supra) as well as in S.P, Gupta's case (supra) and taking into consideration the statutory provisions of the Act as 
also Section 123 of the Indian Evidence Ac~ which is not applicable stricto sensa, the plea of the Union oflndia 
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claiming privilege in respect of the documents filed in sealed COVer by t\VO Of the. witneS$eS deserv~ to be allowed 
and is so allowed. 

27. The Central Government, in S\lpport Of the Notification banning JeT, examined the following. twelve 
witnesses:~ 

(i) Mr. Satya Nand Pandey, SP, NIA (PW-1); 

(ii) Ms. Sonia Narang, DIG, NIA (PW-2); 

(iii) Mr. Sanjeev l(umar, DSP, District Gurdaspur (PW -3); 

(iv) Mr. Sukhminder Singh Chimhan, DSP, District Fatehgarh Sahib (PW4); 

(v) Mr •. Harwjnderpal Singh; DSP, State Special Operation Cell, Amrirsar (PW-5); 

(vi) Mr. Navneet Singh Mahal, DSP, DistriCt Shaheed BhagafSingh Nagar, Punjab (PW-6); 

(vii) Mr. Bikramjit Singh Brar, DSP Detective, SASNagar (PW-7); 

(viii) Mr. Pal winder Singh, ACP, Investigation, Amritsar (PW-8); 

(lx) Mr. Jaswinder Singh Tiwana, DSP (Detective), District Fatehgarh Sahib (PW-9); 

(x) Mr. Mahesh ChandraBinjola, DSP, Utlhamsingh Nagl\(', l]ttarakhand (PW-10); 

(xi) Mr . .Ananya Gautam, IGP-ATS, State of Punjab (PW ·11); 

(xii) Mr. S.C.L. Das, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs; Government of India (PW-12); and 

28. PW-1, Mr. Satya Nand Pandey, Superintendent of Police, National Investigation Agency, New Delhi 
appeared and produced his affidavit exhibit PW-1/1. The said witness has deposed in respect of Case No. RC-
03/2018/NIA/LKW [Ex. PW,l/2] registered at PS NIA,.Lucknow. Initiillly, one FIR bearing No. 723/2018 dated 
03.10.2018 was registered at PS Jhinjhana, District Shamli under Sections 395, 397 & 412 of iPC and Sections 13, 
16 & 18 of Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. Subsequently, vide .. order dated 16.11.2018 passed by 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, the said case was transferred ioNIA and accordinglfCase No. RC-
03/2018/NIA/LKW was registered atPS NIA, Lucknow. Along With the. affidavit, the witness ha8 annexed copy of 
order dated 16.11.2018 passed by Ministry of Home Affairs, Government oflndia; copy of FIR No. 723/2018; copy 
of charge-sheet f:tled .in the aforesaid.FIR; copy of whatsapp chat peitiining to SFJrecovered from the mobile set of 
accused Jarman Singh along with its translated copy; and copy of judgment dated 10.07;2019 of the Special NIA 
Court, Lucknow convicting all the accused persons in the.aforesaid FIR along with its English translation. The said 
docultlents were marked Ex.PW~I/3, PW-1/4, PW~l/5, PW-1/6A & PW-I/6B and PW-InA & PW-1/7B 
respectively; 

29. The witness in his affidavit has stated that. on 02 .. 10.2018 at 11bout 22:10 hr~, HC$ansar Singh a,Iong with 
Home GuardSanjay Verma, while deployed on duty at Khala Kamalpur.Picket, P()lice Station Jhinjhana, District 
ShamJi were attacked by 05c06 armed persons who had. come on Oi motorcycles. The~ miscreants snatched their 
service rifles. and ammunitions (One lNSAS with 20 rounds & one 303 bore rifle with 10 rounds). In the said 
incident, Home Guard Sanjay Verma was shot while HC Sansar Singh sustained injury. Accordingly, one FIR No. 
723/2018 was registered at PS Jhinjhana, which case was subsequently transferred to NIA, which. reg1stered case 
No. RC-03/20181NIA/LKW at PS NIA, Lucknow. During investigation, it was revealed that the main accused 
Jarman Singh @ Garman Singh was highly motivated and radicalized to the cause of creation of Khalistan and had 
planned to assassinate the family members of Sh,Parkash Singh Badal, Ex~Chief Minister of Punjab, on the pretext 
that the government in. state of Punjab .let by his family was quelling of protests against the alleged news of 
desecration of Ourugranth Sahib .. In pprsuance thereof, he wanted to kill Sh. Sukhbir Singh Badal, ex-Dy.CM, 
Punjab andJor the.said purpose, he tri.ed to illegally arrange automatic weapons through various channels i.e. by 
soliciting the same from different people but after having filed in his quest, he. planned this incident riflooting 
weapons from police personnelin association with his friends out of desperation and executed the same. He further 
stated thatNIA had seized mobile handset at the instance of Jarman Singh and got it analyzed through CERT-Jn, 
New Delhi. During analysis of Jarman's Whatsapp account, two groups were found having many participants 
including accused Jarman Singh. Also, two mobile numbers + 1929437'7324 and+ 13472388231 were found saved in 
the name. of ''2020" and "Sikhs for Justice" respectively. He further stated that during investigation, it was found 
that these were the numbers which operated WhatsApp accounts with the same name and shared pro-Khalistan 
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related texts, audios/videos .• Facebook & You.tube video URLs with.its members and used to discuss on 2020 
Referendum issues for formation of separate Khalistan State carved out. fl'9m India. By using these group~; they 
were ~preadiilg propaganda amongst Silms people against Government ofllidia directly attacking integritylll!d 
soverei~ty of fudia~ He has further stated that the shared YouTube videos.relate to provocation for creation of 
separate Kltalistan state. In one ofthe video link shared by Sikh ForJustic~, one Jasbir Singh and others are raising 
slogan in favour of Khalistan wiih. words lik~ "Khalistan Jindabad", "Referendum2020 Jinda~ad" and "~dia go of 
Khalistan", In another video shared by SFJ appealed to its viewers to choose between "Khanda" or ''Tiranga"i.e. 
either Khalistan.or India -

30. The witness has further.state that during trial, the accused persons viz. Jarman Singh @ Garman Singh, 
Gurjant Singh, Karamveer Singh, Amrit Singh and Karam Singh pleaded guilty and confessed their role in the 
crime. Accordingly, on 10.07.2019, the NIA Special Court, Lucknow convicted the accused persons and awarded 
sentence to all the accused persons under relevant seetions. 

31. . In his cross-examination, t!Je witness has denied the suggestion that suggest that the.t:wo telephone. munbers 
mentioned on page-3 of his affidavit have nothing to do with the resp<)ndent As~ociation. He fUI1her. denied the 
suggestion that the videos referred to in his affidavit are not produced, promoted or financed ~y SFJ and volunteered 
that the videos which were found in the Wtiatsapp group by the name 2020 Referendum had certain videos which 
are uploaded through a number which had the initial digits '13' :and the said number is registered in the name ofSFJ. 
He also denied the suggestion that that the chats referred to in Annexure- 'E' to his affidavit have nothing to do 
with the respondent Association. 

32. PW-2, Ms. Sonia Narang, Deputy lnspector General, National Investigation Agency, New Delhi appeared 
and produced her affidavit ~xhibit PW-2/L The said witness has deposed in respect of Ca:se No. RC-
02/2019/NIA/DU (State Vs. Sikhs for Justice) being the supervisory officer Qf the case. The said witness.has also 
filed copy of the. aforesaid FIR along with various anllexures. 

33. The witness in her affidavit has stated thatMinistryof Home Affairs, G9vemment oflndia vide orderdated 
11.01.2019 directed NIA to take up the investigation of the case against radical Khalistaniorganizations viz. "Sikhs 
For Justice", and, thus, case No. RC"02/2019/NINDLI was registered. She has stated that during investigation, it 
has come tolighlthata systematic and. sustained campaign has been .launched by ll)e Khalis.tani extremists based in 
offshore locations such as USA, Europe and Canada under the banner of 'Punjab Referendum2020 for Khalistan' to 
mobilize the Sikh community all oyer the world, including India, and incite them to start a mass agitation against the 
Government with an intention to secure secession of the State of Punjab from the .. Union of India and to declare 
Punjab as a separate and inde~ndent Sikh nation viz, Iqtalistan, She has further stated that Gurpatwant Singh 
Pannun is leading.this campaign and formally.Iaunche<l the same in a J'lllly organized inJune, 2014 in. New York. 
She has further state<! that SFJ is presently propagating 'Referendum 2020' in a v~rybig way on the s.ocial media as 
well as on ground by holding meetings across USA and other countries where Sikhs are in large numbers. Further, a 
website was also launched by name www.referendum2020.org which is full of pro-Khaiistani.posts and anti-India 
insinuations. The website has posters with photo of slain terrorist JamaiiSingh Bhindranwale juxtaposed with the 
caption 'Punjab Referendum 2020 for Khalistan' and. logos for 'Punjab Referendum 2020' and 'Khalistail'. These 
posters staying 'Stop Indian Terrorism' and 'FreePunjab, End Indian Occupation'. She has further stated that the 
website has a discourse on 'Right to Self-Determination under Internatiomil Law' wherein it discusses that two 
methods are available for the people of Punjab for independence; the frrst being secession and second being the 
solution/dissolution ·Of India into several smaller states such as Punjab (Khalistan), Gorkhaland, Assam, Kashmir, 
South India; Maoist insurrections; further claiming thatPunjabi is the common language and the Sikhs being 
predominant in Punjab, they have the right to self-determimition based on language and reliwon, She has further 
stated that the Facebook page of SFlexhorts Punjab Police not to obey the orders of Capt. Amarinder Singh, the 
Chief Minister of Punjab; thereby trying to incite. mutiny and disaffection among the police force against the 
Government and instigating them to resort to violent forms of extremism. She has further stated that in its questto 
mobilize and provoke the Sikh diaspora to agitate for the .secession of Punjab from the Union of India, SFJ 
organized various gatherings viz. 'London Declaration' at Trafalgar Square, London on 12th August, 2018; Nagar 
Kirtans (processions) in New York and Toro11to on 9th September, 2018 in an attempt to galvanize Sikh youth to join 
the fight for secession ofPunjab through referendum 2020. Further; on 6th June, 2018, they organized 'Sikh 
Freedom Rally' at India House in London to protest against the Operation Blue Star at Golden Temple Amritsar in 
1984. 
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. 34. In hercross-exanrination,. the witness has stated !hat the documents referred to in her affidavit as Annexures 
'D' .. to· 'M' are.· part of an ongoing investigation and as. a matte!' of procedure and pr~M;tice, the documeri~ forming 
part of lhe charge-sheet to be filed before the. Special NIA Court are not shared .with anyone priodo they being [lied 
before the Court She ·rurther stated ihat the charge-sheet in the case ~ill be filed in due course in. accordance with 
law. She jias further stated that she had explained the co.ntents as well ail the source of each. of the annexures 
annexed to her affidavit and each of these documents are available and can be accessed from the source mentioned 
in her affidavit She denied ~e suggestion that the docu~ents vh~ Annexure~ 'I)' onwards to her affidavit are not 
genuine and are fake. She has. furthenitated that as per lhe investigation. so far carried out by NIA, the respondent 
Association has been attempting to instigate then1asses and morepartic.ularly the Sikhs community to agitate and 
rebel for a separate state of Khalistan, In response to the q!Jestion wheiher she can show a single instanee where 
significant number of people have come out in India asking for. Khalistail, she replied ihat it is a part .of ongoing 
investigation. 

35. PW-3, Mr. Sanjeev Kumar, PPS, Dy. Superintendent of Police; Sub Division, Sri Hargobindpur, Police 
District Gurdaspur appeared and produced his affidavit Ex.PW ~3/1. The said witness has deposed in respect of FIR 
no. 46/2018 registered at PS Rangar Nanga!, Police Di$trict Batala under Sections 307/438/427/l20-B, 121, 121-A, 
122, 124-A, 115 of IPC, Sections 11,]2, 13, 17 & 18 of the Uillawful Activities (Prevention) Ac~ 1967, under 
Sections 25/54/59 6f the Arms Act, 1959 and Section 66-F of the Information Technology Act, 2000 being the 
investigating officer ofthe case. 

36. The witness in his affidavit has stated lhat on 31.052018. at about3;30 a.m, 59me unknown persons had 
attempted tokiU SartajSingh S/o Kunj Lal, a salesman at the wine shop by settling the wine shop on frre by pouring 
pelrol, however, he came out of lhe wine shop and saved his life. Thus, FIR No. 46/2018 was registered at PS 
Ranger Nangal, Police District Batala, District Gurdaspur. He has stated that· during investigation, as. per ·the 
disclosure siatement of accused Dhai'niinder Singh, one revolver 0.32 bore along wilh 03 live cartridges 0.32 and 02 
live ciutridges 0;315 bore, Rs.40,000/- Indian currency notes, 110 posters on which Sikhs F6r Justice is written in 
English, 03 stencils on which. Khalistan Zindabad and one board on which Punjab Referendum 2020, one fiber sheet 
on which lhe words "Punjab Referendum" are written, 05 spray botile~, one box along with brush which is smudged 
wilh blue colour and 02 mobile phpnes were recovered .. He has further slated that on the basis of investigation, it 
was established that the accused Dharminder Singh and Kirpal Singh are associated with lhe organization Sikhs For 
Justi~e. The leaders of this organization are sitting abroad and they are providing them funds through illegal means 
for carrying out unlawful activities in India like arson and setting wine shops on. fu'e etc. The witness has further 
stated !hat on the disclosure statement.~ of the accused, involvement of other persons'induding Gurpatwant Singh 
Pannun were established and lhey were made accused inthe aforesaid case, He has further stated that the mobile 
phones recovered from the accused persons were sent to CERT-Iil for examination and from the mobile phones, 
images related to SFJsponsored 2020 referendum, videos of burning liquor shops, videoon telegram app in which 
Ranjit Singh Rana was instigatiilg Dharnrinder Singh for waging a armed war against the government and an audio 
in which DharminderSingh askingAmrtipal Singh to do recee of Hindu Shiv Sena: leader Slidhir Singh were found 
He has further stated that Dharnrinder Singh and other accused are a part of module and their crimin8! activities was 
on the behest of Sikhs For Justice. 

37. In his cross-examination, the witness has denied the . suggestion that Dharminder Singh, Kirpal Singh, 
Ravinder Singh, Ravi @ Ravipreet Singh have nothing to. do with SFJ. He also .denied the suggestion lhat 
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu has nothing t.o do with the money used for purchasing pistols and lhat Gurpatwant Singh 
Pannu had nothing to do with any of .the illegal activities stated by .him inparagraph-9. He also denied the 
suggestion that Gurpatwant Singh Pannu is not a .member. of any of the groups mentioned in paragraph-It of his 
affidavit but volunteered !hat he is a.member of one of the groups. He also denied the suggestion that no warrants 
were issued against durpatwant Singh Pannu but volunt~red that open-ended. warrants issued against Gurpatwant 
Singh Pannu and others. He also denied lhe suggestion that persons mentjoned.in paragraph32 of his affi.£!avit are 
not the members·of SFi. · · 

38. PW-4, Mr. Sukhminder Singh Chauhan, PPS, Dy. Superintendent of Police, Bassi Pathana, District 
Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab appeared and produced his affidavit exhibit PW-4/l. The said witness· has deposed in 
respect of FIR no. 13212018 registered atPS Lahori Gate Patiala, District Patiala under Sections 13, 16, 18 & 20 of 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, under Sections 3/4/5 of the Explosives Ac~ 1908, Section25/54/59 
ofthe.Arms Act and Section 120-B of the lPC. The witness had alsoannexed various annexures viz. R-1/T to R-7/T, 
R-8, R-9/f to R-12/f, R-13 to R-15.and R-16/f and R-17/T to his affidavit. 

~-----
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39. . The witness in his affidavit has ~tated .that on Jl.I0.2018 he had received secret information from an 
informer that Shabna~eep Singh son .of Jasvir Si~gh! against whom cases under Arms Act have alreadybeen 
registered and who is part of a terrorist prganizatiori KLF, was participating in terrorist activities and was working 
for recrpjtingnew members for terrorist activities by constiiuting another new organization, namely Khalistan Gadar 
·Force (KQF),; Tosetup KOF he was being helped .py his handlers in Pa1ds,ta,n who provide ~im money, arms and 
ammunition; Thus, FIR No: 132/2018 wasregistered; He has further stated that onO I. U.2018, while checking for 
the suspected persons at around 0.8:30 · a.rri., one Shabnamdeep Sirtgh was stoppoo and on his search 0.30 b.ore pistoL 
along with 6 live cartridges was recovered from him. Further; a grenade and two hitter pads.one each of Khalistart 
Gadar Force· (KGF), Khalistan Liberation Force (KI..F) and Babbar Khalsa International (BKI) were. also reeovered 
from the shoulder bag of Shabnamdeep Singh. He has further. stated that during investigation it has been found that 
Shabriamdeep Singh is very active on social media about 2020 Referendum and Sikhs for Justice. 

40. In his cross-examination, .the witness has denied the suggestion that Shabnamdeep Singh has nothing to do 
with. the SFJ, as pointed outin his affidavit. 

41. . PW·5 •. Mr. Harwinderpal Singh, PPS, Dy. Superintendent of Police at State Speclal. Operation. Cell, 
Amritsar appeared and produced his affidavit exhibit PW -5/1. The said • witness bas deposed in respect of FIR no. 
03/2019 registered ill PS State Operation Cell, Amritsar under Section 25 of the ~sAct and Section 13 of the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, i967. The witness had also annexed Annexures~A to F io his affidavit. 

42. The witness in his affidavit has stated that on 15.03.2019, an informer informed that Baljit Singh s/o 
Karnail Siogh, Jagdev Singh @Jagga .s/o Mukhtiar Singh and Manjit Singh s/o Swinder Singh were in possession of 
illicit weapons and were planning to carry out a major criminal activity in the area. Thus, FIR No. 3/2019 was 
registered. After n~gistering the FIR, Sl Sukhbir Singh raided the spot and arrested the three accused and recovered 

02 pistols 0.32 b()re along with 03 magazines and 14 live cartridges fromtheir possession. During investigation it 
was revealed thal tile weapons recov~red from the accused were to be use<J by them to target the people responsible 
for sacrilege incidents in Punjab. He has further stated that lt was fur!herrevealed !hat the group was working for an 
organization Sikhs for Justice and was in contact with oneDavinder Singh r/o United Kingdom on Facebook, who 
was motivating the group to work for Sikh Referendum 2020. He has further stated that the data extracted from the 
phone of the accused Baljit Singh contains pbjectionable material pertaining fo Sikh Referendum 2020, a brainchild 
of SFJ circulated by the accused and his associates on social media. Further, litel'l)ture regarding 2020 Sikh 
Referendum was also recovered from the accused which was published by SFJ. 

43. In hiS cross-:examination; the witness has denied the suggestion that the affidavit filed by him is false. 

44. . PW-6, Mr. Navneet Singh Mahal, PPS, py. Superintendent of Police, Sub~Division Banga, District 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar; Punjal) appeared and produced his aJfidavit exhibit PW~6/l. The .said witness has 
deposed in respect of FIR No~ 26/2018 registered at PS Sadar Banga, District SBS Nagar, Punjab under Section 436 
and 511 ofiPC. The witness had also annexed Annexures-A to I to his affidavit 

45. The witnessin.his affidavit has stated that on 02;04.2018, while patrolling, SI Rajeev Kumar stopped four 
youths namely Jaspreet Singh @. Jassa, Sukhwinder Singh @ Sunny, Manvir Singh and Randhir Singh @ Dheera, 
who were coming from village Khaan~Khana .on a motorcycle. On preliminary inquiry carried out at the spot, 
Jaspreet Singh was found in possession of one match box, Manvir Singh WaS carrying a plastic cart of five litres 
containing kerosene oil and StikhwindefSingh was.found inpos8ession <ifplastic gloves. He has further stated that 
after thorough inquiry from the young men, it was revealed that they were iri the process ofseUing ablaze a liquor 
vend shop in the area of village Gunachliur and thereafter the imprint of 'Khalistan Zinda bad Referendum-2020' 
was to be printed on the walL Thus, FIR No. 26/2018 was registered. During further interrogation; police recovered 
two plastic stencils having 'Khalistan Zindabad' in Punjabi language and 'Khalistan Referendum 2020' in English 
language along. with two spray paint containers were recovered. He has further stated that after investigation it has 
been found that all the accused in this case were involved in anti national activities at the behest of foreign handlers 
i.e. Kulvir Kaur who was financing them for subversive activities. in Punjab in the.name of Khalistan Referendum 
2020, which is the main separatist agenda of Sikhs for Justice. 

46. In his cross-:exan1ination, the witness has denied the suggestion that four accused persons, as mentioned in 
his affidavit, have nothing to. do with SFJ and volunteered that Mr. Gurpatwanf Singh Pannu had written a letter 
dated 25.06.2019to the Secretary of. the State, USA Michael Pompeo. stating thal!he four boys in this case were the 
campaigners in Punjab for Re(erendum~2020 and that they were arrested and charged with arson and terrorism. He 
also denied the suggestion that SFJ has nothing do with the imprints. recovered in the case. 
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47. PW-7, Mr. Bikramjit Singh Brar, PPS, Dy. Superintendent ofPolice Detectiv~. SAS Nagar appeared and 
produced his affidavit· exhibit PW ~7/1. The said witness has deposed in respectof fiR no. 14912017 registered at PS 
Sohana District SAS Nagar under Sections 124-A, 153~A. 153-B and 120-:B ofiPC: The witness had also annexed 
Annexures-A to Rio his affidavit 

48. The Witness in his affidavit has stated thal secret informatiOn was received that at different places in 
Punjab, objectionable posters have been pasted which contain broad letters text Staling "In~pendence is the only 
solution' 2020, Punjab independence referendum" followed by smailletters "from today 33 years back on account 
of attack on Darbar.Sahib by the Army genocide of thousands of innocent SikhSW\IS done". The posters also contain 
the photograph of J arnail Singh Bhindrawale aiong with a photograph of damaged Akal Takhat Sahib in 1984. Thus, 
FIR No. 149/2017 was registered. The wilness has further ~tated that the persons behind the act of pasting these 
posters were Gurpatwant Singh. Pannu; Legai Advisor of Sikh.s For Justice; Jagdeep Singh@ Baba Jag Singh illl~ 
Jagjit Singh. Furth.er, during investigation, one Gurpreet Singh was arrested, wh.o confessed that posters were 
designed and prepared according to the sample sent by Harpunit Singh, to whom. directions were given by 
Gurpatwant Singh Pann, Jagjeet Singh and Jagdeep Singh. Phone numbers of Gurpatwant Singh and JagjeetSingh 
were also provided by h.im to the police. He has further stated that during investigation, ith.as been establish.ed that 
poster purchase order and details of locations were sent by the accused Gurpatwant Singh Pannu to co-accused 
Harpunit Singh, who further sent these to Gurpreet Singh and it h.as aiso been reveaied that.the accused are working 
for spearheading and promoting "Khalistan Referendum 2020" with the support of the association Sikhs ForJustice, 
foreign based handlers to radicalize Punjab youth and to.enlist the. support ofgangsters and radicaisin Punjab who 
are wh.at SFJ cails, fighting for the 'liberation ofPunjab' from the Indian Govermfient. 

49. In his cross"Cxarnination, the witness has denied the suggestion that accused persons mentioned in his 
affidavit have nothing to do with SFJ and that they receive no support fiom SFJ but volunteered that they are 
working for SFJ. He aiso denied the suggestion that the contents of para (9) of his Mfidavitregarding persons named 
therein organizing youth of Punjab to motivate as well as radicalize them and making them ready for waging a war 
against India are incorrect. He also denied the suggestion that SFJ has nothing to do· with the posters mentioned in 
the affidavit ·and siated that SFJ is the organization which is getting these posters made. He also denied the 
suggestion that Gurpatwant Singh Pannu has not signed any purchase order for posters .and submiued that the 
purchase order was signed by Gurpatwant Singh Pannu. 

50. PW-8, Mr. Paiwinder Singh, PPS, Assistant Commissioner of Police, Investigation, Amritsar City appeared 
and produced his affidavit exhibitPW-8/1. The said witness has deposed inrespect of FIR .No. 152/2018 regiStered 
at PS Sultanwind, Amritsar City under Sections 117, 122, 124-A, 153-A, 153-B, 120-:B, IPC, Sections 17/18/19 of 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, illld Sections 25/54/59 of the Arms Act imd Section 120-B of the 
IPC. The witness had also annexed Annexures-1 t6 11 to his affidavit 

51. The witness in his affidavit has stated that a secret information was received that Sukhraj Singh. @. Raju 
was receiving money from abroad for publicity ofKhaiistan Referendum 2020 and he, in order to create atmosphere 
of terror in public, while himself preparing cloth banners of Khalistart. Referendum 2020, was affixing them on 
public places in Amritsar City with the help of his accomplices Malkiat Singh @ Mit.u and Pat.ti Bahniwal. Thus, 
FIR No. 152/2018 was registered. During investigation, the aforesaid .accused were arrested and 08 banners of 
'Khalistan Referendum 2020', spray paint and dye for preparing banners were recovered from thek possession. 
Thereafter, on the basis of disclosure statement of accused persons, other persons were aiso nominated as co­
accused in the case. He has further stated that as per call details of mobile phone numbers of the accused persons, H 
has been revealed that the accused are working for spearheading and promoting 'Khaiistan Referendum 2020' with 
the support of Sikhs for Justice and enlist the support of gangsters and radicais in Punjab. 

52. In his cross-examination, the witness. has denied the :suggestion that the accused persons received no 
support from S.ikhs for Justice bUt volunteered that it is evident from Annexure A7 of his affidavit which has 
paymentvouchers attached and Sikhs for Justice letter as also from Annexure A I 0, which is the leuer written by 
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu to the Secretary of State, USA, which establishes their link with the accused. He also 
denied the suggestion that Sikhs for Justice is not connected with any gangster or radicals in Punjab. 

53. PW"9, Mr. Jaswinder Singh Tiwana, PPS, Dy. Superintendent of Police (Detective), Fatehgarh Sahib, 
District Fatehgarh Sahib appeared and produced his affidavit exhibit PW-9/L The said witness has deposed. in 
n;spect of FIR no. 156/2018 registered at PSSirhind, Disu Fatebgarh Sahib.under Section 120-:B of IPC, Sections 
25154159 of the Arms Act and Section 20 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Ac~ 1967. The witness had aiso 
annexed Annexures• R-1ff to R-14ff to his affidavit 
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54. The witness in his affidavit has stated that on ()7.12.2018 at.around 9:40p.m., a police informer gave secret 
information to ASI Jagroop Singh that a suspected person is roaming in the area of Raihyay Road, Humayunpt~r, 
Sirhind and froin his activities, it seems that this person will commit some untoward incident. The policepersorinel 
caught· the said person who introduced himself as Mohudin Sadiqui. A 0.38· mm pistoi was recovered from his 
during his ~earch. He informed the police that this pistol was given Ill hirn "t I)elhi on the order of Gmjee~ Singh 
Nijjar1 who is an ;~clive member of SFJ. He also told that this pistcil would be taken from him by someone at Srrhind. 
Thus, FIR 156/2018 was registered. The police Ill so recovered 05 live c&1ridgeS; three touch screen mobile phones 
and 6 SIM cards from the accused During<invesligation, it was found .that one SIM having mobile No. +35-
796727452 was given to him by Gurjeet Singh Nijjar; whois residing in Cyprus. The witness has further stated that 
the accused in his disclosure statement before ASI Jagroop Singh said that since longtime, he was in contact with 
Gurjit Singh Nijjar and Harpal Singh; who are active members of Khalistan Zindabad Force. He further disclosed 
that on the order of Gurjit Singh Nijjar, he gave one pistol along with 05 cartridges about 7/8 months ago to above 
said Harpal Singh at Gurudwara Fatehgarh Sahib and since then they were in a planning 'to make terrorist Jagtar 
Singh Hawara to escape from Tihar Jail. 

55. In his cross-examination, the witness has deniedthe suggestion that GurjitSingh Nijjar has nothing to do 
with. Sikhs for Justice. He has furtJier stated that aS.per the statement of witnesses, disclosure statement of other 
accused and as per the investigation of this case, it is revealed that he is working for Khalistan Jindabad Force (KIF) 
and Sikhs for Justice (SFJ). 

56. PW-10, Mr. Mahesh Chandra Binjola, Dy; Superintendent of Police/Circle Office Khatima, Udhamsingh 
Nagar; Uttarakhand appeared and produced his affidavit exhibit PW-1 0/1. The said witness has deposed in respect 
of FIR No. 299/2018 registered atPS Khatima District, l,Jdhamsingh Nagar, Uttarakhand under Section 153(B)/505 
ofiPCand Section 66 of the I.T. Act. The witness had also annexed Annexures- Ato E to his affidavit · 

57. The witness in his.affidavithas stated that during the investigationofFIRNo. 299/2018, it came to light 
that the two accuSed persons Hrujeet Singh @ Bobby and Kulvindar Sirigh @ Bunty had created a What's app group 
'20-20 Khalistan Referendum' & 'Bhindra COmmando' and both were the group admin. Objectionable material was 
being posted on this group and disseminated to the members thereof. He has further stated that the reference to '20-
20 Khalistan Referendum' makes it clear that the accused persons had a connection. with and/orinspired by Sikhs 
For Justice. 

58. In his cross-examination, the witness has admitted that he is familiar with Khalistan Referendum and that 
he had seen the website of Sikhs For Justice. He has further stated !bathe has noticed Khalistan 2020 on the website. 
He has further stated that he had also seen the website Referendum 2020.org and found tlmt the ideology of both 
Sikhs. for Justice and Referendum 2020 is the same. He denied the suggestion that the Khalistan Referendum 
website and whatsapp groupis not of Sikhs for Justice. He also denied the suggestion that Referendum2020.org is 
not the website of Sikhs for Justice. He has further stated that there may be many groups of Khalistan Referendum. 
However, as perhis investigation in. the case referred to in his affidavit, there are two groups namely 2020 Khalistan 
Referendum and Bhindra Commando. He denied the suggestion that these two groups are not associated with SFJ. 

59. PW-11, Mr. Ananya Gautam, IGP-ATS for State of Punjab appeared and produced his affidavit exhibit 
PW-11/1. The said witness has been nominated as the Nodal Officer from the State of Punjab for all matters 
connected with the outfit 'Sikhs For Justice' (SFJ), for its declaration as Unlawful Association vide Notification 
dated 10.07.2019. The withess had also annexed Annexures- I to 45 to his affidavit. 

60. The witness in his affidavit has stated that SFJis the progenitor of the campaign 'Sikh.Referendum 2020' 
and Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, legal advisor of SFJ launched the said campaign in a rally organized ill June, 2014 in 
New York. SFJ organized another rally in November, 2014 to gather support for Referendum-2020. He further 
stated that SFJ is presently propagating Sikh Referendum-2020 in a. very big way on social media as well as on the 
ground by holding meetings across USA and other countries where efforts are being made to mobilize and assemble 
Sikh diaspora in large numbers. He has further stated the SFJ on one. of their faceboo~ accounts has uploaded a map 
with the title "proposed Map of Republic of Khalistan". This proposed map shows States ofPunjab, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Delhi and ad joining areas of neighboring states of Rajasthan as Khalistan. He h~ further stated 
that on 06.09.2018, Gurpatwant Singh Pannun uploaded a video branding the then Home Minister of India .as a 
Dehshatgard (terrorist). The witness has also narrated the propaganda made by the respondent. Association through 
websites and social media; its connection with lSI, Pakistan and other terrorist/gangstersfradical elements and the 
details of criminal cases against the sympathizers and handlers of the respondent Association. 
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61. . . In his crc:~ss~xarnination, (he Y/itness has. denied th~ suggestion that Gurpatwant Singh Pannu has no 
jurisdictipn beyond giving l~gru advice to Sikhs forJusti~ bu.t volunteered that website SikhsforJustice.org has been · 
registered in his name and he is the owner of the website. He also denie<l the suggestion !hat all thatis posted on the 
tweets and Facebook posts,•etc. are Gurpatwant Singh Panriu's personal views !hat have nothing to do with Sikhs for · 
Justice but. volunteered that when we speak of G urpatwant Singh Pannu, he spWcs for Sikhs forJ ustice only because 
Referendum 2020 is the brain child of Sikhs forJustice. All the posts in support ofReferendum 2020 are either by 
Gurpatwanl Singh Pannu or his supporters quoting Pannu 's videos. He .also denied !he suggestion that .the website of 
Sikhs for Justice is Referendum2020.org but volunteered that SikhsforJustice.org is !he website and Referendum 
2020 is one of their campaigns. Gurpatwant Singh Pannu is the owner of the website SikhsforJustice.org and 
Referendum 2020 is part of the campaign for Sikhs for Justiee; He stated .that he had seen the website 
SikhsforJustice;org and that there is mention of burning of Indian flag: He further stated that in Annexure Lof his 
affidavit. by way. of evidence, the events being sponsored by Sikhs for Jiistice are given. One of the events is 
burning of Indian flag. He admitted that the website SikhsforJustice.org is. registered in the name of the law finn of 
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu. He fitrlher admitted that on the website SikhsforJustice.org, there is rio justification of the 
Pulwama attack but volunteered that Gurpatwant Singh Pannu has justified the Pulwama attack in his statements on 
the social. media. He denied the suggestion that on !he website !here is nothing whereby SFJ calls for the police to 
disobey orders but volwtteered that Mr. Pannu is giving statements time and again on public platform and social 
media which are being circulated in India through Whatsapp groups, which have an implied reference to 
disobedience. It is his voiee and the witness can recognize his photograph also. He is trying to threaten police 
officers because he knows !here are many· police officers whose families or childreri ·are abroad~ He also denied the 
suggestion that Annexures 9 & 10 at page 67 of his affidavit have nothing rO' do with the organization Sikhs for 
Justice. He also deriied !hat the accused persons named in para.l9 ofhis affidavit have nothing to do with SFJ but 
volunteered that they are·the core members.ofSFJ and they are seen with Mr. Pannu in all the rallies. He also denied 
the suggestion that Sikhs For Justice has nothing to do with the video mentioned in para 9 of his affidavit and !hilt all 
the posts expressed by Gurpatwant Singh Pannu are its personal views but volunteered !hat he has been 
communicating with different authorities on behalf of Sikhs For Justice on the letterhead of Sikhs for Justice, 
including writing a letter to the Prime Minister of Pakistan. He also denied the suggestion !hat Sikhs For Justice is 
not connected with gangsters, radicals and criminals in Punjab but volunteered that they are hand in glove with 
them. He also denied the suggestion that the persons named in para24 of his affidavit are not the foreign handlers of 
Sikhs For Justice and that the persons named in para 31 of his affidavit have nothing to do with Sikhs For Justice. 
He also deriied the suggestion that Sikhs forJustice has nothing to do with !he incidents mentioned in paragraphs 45, 
46, 52, 53 and 54 of his affidavit. He further deriiedthe suggestion that on the website ~ikhsforJustice.org, !here has 
never ever been any call for violence, burning of flag, for committing any crime or justification for Pulwama attack 
but volunteered that Pannu's ulterior motive is to crelite violence in Punjab. There is an undercurrent to incite 
violenCe. They are supporting gangsters and called upon them to not die as a gangster as no one will then remember 
you and that you shouidjoin the cause and die ilS a martyr. Then you will always be remembered. 

62. . PW-12, Mr. S.C.L. Das, Joint Secret~y. Ministry of Home Affairs, Government oUndia had appeared and 
produced his affidavit exhibitPW~12!1. The said witness has deposed regarding the procedure adppted in iss!J.ance 
of Notification dated J Oth ~uly, 2019 as also in respecr of intelligence inputs and reports, copies of which were 
placed before the Tribunal in two sealed covers. 

63, In his affidavit, the witness has stated that the Notification dated lOth July, 2019 is b~ on the 
information, material and inputs received from the Government .of Punjab, Government of uttarakhand, Natiollal 
Investigation Agency and the Central fntelligence Agencies with regard to involvement of Sikhs For Justice in 
unlawful activities. He has further stated !hat the information and inputs receives from the aforesaid, inter alia, 
clearly indicate that SFJ's (i) indulgence in activities which are inimical to the security, integrity and sovereignty of 
the country; (ii) involvement in anti-national and subversive activities in Pimjab and elsewhere, intended to destroy 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of fndia; (iii) dose association with extremist outfits and activists; (iv) 
support 10 the ideology of accession and violent forms of extremism and militancy Jn Punjab and elsewhere 
attempting to carve out a so called State of 'Khalistan' out of !he territory ofUnion of India; (v)aid and abetment to 
the activities aimed at secession of a part oflndia from the Union; (vi) support to separatist groups fighting for this 
purpose in India and abroad by indulging in activities, articulations and online campaigns intended to disrupt the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of India and (vii) actively promotes enmity between.communities/groups which 
is detrimental to communru harmony and peace in !he country. He has further stated !hat since the unlawful activities 
of SFJ were found to be continuing unabated, a Note was prepared for the consideration of the Cabinet Committee 
on Security. Thereafter, the Cabinet Committee on Security considered the proposal contained in the above note, and 
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in the meeting h~ld onJ Ou'}uly, 2019 took the decision to deClare SFJ as an urih1wful association. Accordingly, the 
requisite Notification ~as made and published in the Gazette oflndia, futraoidinary, Part-11 Section 3, Sub-Section · 
(ii). vide S.O. 2469 (E) dated 10111 July, 2019. He has further state· that the intelligence inputs from the intelligence 
agencies/IB bear ample testimony to SFJ's involvement in unlawfulactivitie~, He has further stated that.the so- · 
called 'Ref~reildum 2020' isreporteilly to begin in November, 2Ql9 with culmination in 2020 and preparations for 
this have already been begun. Pakistan is actively supporting SFJ lhrough its iritelligenee agency Le. lSI ori the Sikh 
Referendum 2020 campaign. 

64. In his cross-examination, the witness has stated that he had seen the website of Sikhs For Justice and also 
the intelligence reports from the Central. agencies giving broad details about the registration of this particular 
website, namely, sikhsfOijustice.org and its contents. He has further stated that one American citizen by the name of 
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu is the .leader of Sikhs for Justice. He. has .further stated that be. do not recollect as to :Who is 
the leader of the organization Sikhs for Justice as per the official records of the organization in America. He has 
further stilted that SFJ is claimed to have been started as a: legal advocacy group advocating perceived rights of Sikhs 
across the globe and volunteered that fiom the material accessed. and examined, it is. amply clear that. this 
organization has as its. core objective a: seeessionist agenda vis-a~vis the Indian Union and advocates not only a 
secessionist ideology impacting prejudicially on the. sovereignty and integrity oflndia but also disrupting communal 
harmony and peace through its subversive activities. He accepts that there are references to Operation Blue. Star in 
the material relating to SFJ and stated that condemnation of the actions of the Government and the Army in 
Operation Blue Star is a crime. He also volunteered that it is an offenceifit is done in a rnanner and with the purport 
of inducing and inciting serving and retired.members of the Police and Armed forces for disaffection against the 
Indian State. He has also stated !hat there is threat to the sovereignty, integrity and unity oflndia on account of Sikhs 
for Justice in Punjab a~ their activities have that potential. He has further stated that he do not recall ifthereis any 
explicit call to violence on the website of Referendum 2Q20, but lhe outlines of its secessionist agenda and carving 
.out a separate State from Indian Union is quite explicitly stated in the website~ 

65. In addition to the above .prosecution witnesses, no public witness had appeared to depose before the 
Tribunal or filed any affidavit 

66. The respondent Association has not examined any witness in support of their case despite sufficient 
opportunity having been granted for this purpose. In fac~ the respon~enl Association filed an affidavit dated 
12.12.2019 of Avtar Singh Pannu in response to the application filed by the Union of India seeking his cross­
examination wherein, inpara-2, it is stated as under: 

''That as coordinator of Sikhs For Justice, I hereby state that for personal reasons l will be 
unable to give oral evidence before this Hon'ble Tribunal. I further s!llte that I have given 
instructions to our advocates to close evidence from the side of SFJ without any oral 
evidence ......... " 

67. Thus, there was no oral evidence put-forth by the respondent Association. They only filed an affidavit 
dated 22.1 L2019 of Mr. Avtar Singh Pannu, Coordinator for SFJ, placing on record documents relating to SFJ and 
its activities. Mr. Panriu also did not appear for his cross-examination in respect of the affidavit filed, as noted 
above. · 

68. Moving on to the oral arguments addressee! by leamec! ~ounsel for tile parties, Mr. Sachin Datta, senior 
counsel for the tJnion of India commenced his arguments by referring to sub-sections {o) and.(p) of Section 2 of the 
Act which define ·~unlawful Activity" and ''Unlawful Association" respectively. It was argued. that activities which 
are intended or support. any claim to bring about the cession of a part of the territory of India or which incites any 
individual or group of individuals to bring about such cession or secession and also activities which intend to 
question or disrupt the sovereignty and territorial integrity of India are unlawful activities and any association which 
has as its object any activity which is punish!lble under Section 153A or Section 153B ofthe Indian Penal Code or 
which encourages or aids persons to undertake any such activity is an unlawful association. Learned senior counsel 
further referring to Sections 3, 4. and 9 of the Act argued that activities of the respondent Association are admittedly 
in the nature of perpetuating a claim to cede a part of the territory of In<Ji.a into a separate state l!nd thus intended to 
disrupt the sovereignty and te.rritorial integrity of India. and such activitie,s of the respondent Association are 
"unlawful activities" within the scope and ambit of sub-section(o) of Section .2 of.the Act and by virtue thereof, 
respondent Association is Hable to declared an "unlawful association" in terms of sub-section (p) of Section 2 of the 
Act, Learned senior counsel referred to the contents of the notification dated 10m July, 2019 as also the details 
furnished in the background note filed by them pursuant to Rule 5 of the Rules wherein the activities indulged in. by 
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the respondent Association are, 4~tailed ll$ also the FIRs tegister~d ag~nst .the m~mbers and hat1dlers of the 
respondent Association>based in India arid abroad. Learned senior counsel argued that t~e material placed by:t!lem 
on record has virtually been. unconiested by the respondent Association. since most of the. documents placed on 
record are the creation ofthe respondent Association itself and hence, .they are left with no defense to argue. · 

69. While referrfrtgto .the.evideryce adduced by the Union Of India through its 12 witnesses, learned .senior 
counsel specifically referred· to the affidavit of PW -2, Ms .. Sonia Narang. Referring to Annexure~B .to the .affidavit, 
which is a copy of case FIR No.RC-Q2/2019/NIAIDLI dated 15.01.2019 registered under Sections 13, 17 _& 18 of 
the Act read with Sections 120B, 124A, 153A, 153B.and 505 of the Indian Penal Code, learned senior counsel 
pointed out that the. said case has been registered based on credible inforrnaiion .that. certain entitles and individuals 
based in India and abroad such as 'Sikhs For Jostice'have entered into a criminal conspiracy With. other

1
terrorist 

organization and. gangs and have started a concerted campaign in the name pf ''Punjab Referendum ~020 for 
Khalistati' and are raising fun'ds and carrying out secessionistactivities on groUJid as well as on social media with an 
intention to instigate the members of Sikh cmnmunity to agitate for the secession of the State of Punjab from the 
Union of India, undermining the sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of India. The suspected offence further 
notes that these secessionist and radical elements including but notliiiiited to Gurpatwant Singh Pannu, the legal 
advis(lr of Sikhsfor Justice. have been inciting disaffection· runong the Sikh community towards the Government of 
India through their insurrectionary, insirtuating and seditious. aciivities. Learned senior counsel next referred to page-
7 of the affidavit which is a printout from the we.bs.ite www;ref~ndum2020,ore whiCh has a display of Punjab 
Referendum 2020; Page-8 of the affidavit refers to the observation 'Khalis.tan' and 'Stop Indian Terrorism'. Page~9 
of the affidavit which again is from the same website. reads, 'Free ]?unjab and Indian Occupation', 'Punjab 
Referendum 202.0 for Khalistan'. Page-1Q again makes th~ sam~.refereneeto 'Khalistan'.and 'Referendum.2020 for 
Khalistan'. Learned senior counsel next referred to page-11 whic::h is a discourse on self~determination and makes a 
reference to 'self" determination', 'secession', and 'disintegration~~ Learned senior counse1 next referred to page-16 
ofthe affidavit, Annexure-G which is a formavailable on the website of Sikhs For Justice, intended to enable people 
to donate money. Learned senior counsel submits that the funds genera~ by the respondent Association through 
this illegal propaganda are channelized through operatives in India for inciting hatred and violence. in·Punjab and 
many cases in this behalf have been registered, .Annexure~H on page 17 are. the incriminating social media (twitter) 
post by Gurpatwant Singh Pannu, which are incinatory in character and a direct attempt to incite secessionism and 
violence. Learned senior counsel next referred to page 19 & 20 of the affidavit which is a printout from the Twitter 
account of Gurpatwant Singh Pannu,. wherein he is inciting people "to burn the tricQior that Indian army hoisted at 
Sri Darbar Sahib complex in June, I984". Learned senior counsel next referred to page-21 which again is a Twitter 
post by Gurpatwant Singh Pannuwherein.he has attributed the attack on the Chinese Co11sulate in Karachi as having 
been planned in Afghanistan and aided by the Indian spy agency, Learned senior ¢ounsel next referred to page-23 
which again is a Twitter post by Gurpatwant Singh Pannu dated 12.01.2()19 wherein he has noted that "American 
Sikh Group offers 1 million for victims of RAW terrorist .attack on Chinese Consulate". Further, reference in the 
same Twitter post is, ''Sikh Referendum 2020 will stop India's tetrprism". Page24 of the affidavit is again a Twitter 
post byGurpatwawntSingh Pannu dated 13.ot.20l9. wherein he has n(lted, "tirangashot down by pro-khalistan to 
protest republic day 2019 raising tricolor at darbar sahib by Indian army", with a tom Indian flag underneath, 

70. Learned senior counsel next referred io page•27 of the affidavit which is a Twitter post by Gurpatwant 
Singh Pannti elated 15.01.2019 wherein, referring to a twitter post of a celebrity, threats have been extended by SFJ 
to the said celebrity with the remarks, "your call khooll ka badla khoon resulted in 1984 Sikh genocide. SFJ is 
waiting for your foreign visits to bold you accountable." Learned senior counsel also reterred to certain Twitter 
posts by GurpatwantSingh Pannu where he has issued calls to the Sikhs soldiers to burn the tricolor and support 
Sikh Referendum 2020: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

"Twitter post dated 20;01.2019 referring to SFJ protest on Republic Day 2019 at Washington DC and also 
making a call to burn the tricolor''; · · 

''Twitter post dated 23.01.2019 where Gurpatwant Singh Pannu made a call tp watch live on January 26 
burning of the tricolor"; 

"Referendum 2020 will end India's occupation of Punjab, voting in November, 2029" (page~32 to 38, 
Allnexure-1); 

Glorification ofknown terrorist involved in political assassinations and nexus with Kashiniri militants; and 
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• Spreading misinformation about Pulwama ana~kand claiming the anny to be a legitimate military target. 

71. Learned· senior counsel next referred to · Annexilre-J of the affidavit which is a printout· from the Website. 
referendum2020.org wherein there is a .direct call by the respondent Association to the Punjab Police to not obey 
Captain Anuirjnder's order and supportPtinjab Referendum 2020. Aitnexure-K is Facebookpost by SFJ regarding 
London d~claration.on 12:08.2018.at Trafalgar Square, Londoiuegarding PUnjab Independence Referendull12020. 
Based on the contents and annexures to the aforesaid affidavit, .learned seruor counsel for the Union of India argued 
that the activities of the respondent Association are not clandestine but open and visible in public domain: Iris an 
open affront to the authority of the Stllte and all these activities of the respondent Association are 'unlawful 
activities' on the face of it intended to question and disrupt the unity arid territorial integrity of India and, hence, 
respondent Association has rightly been declared as an 'unlawful association'. 

72. Learned senior counsel next referred to the affidavit of PWc 11, Mr.Ananya Gautam wherein on page-22 the 
domain registration details of the respondent Association have been furnished. The said document shows. that the 
domain name sikhsforjustice.org is registered in the name ofPann11 Law Firm Attorneys ~tnd .the adlllinistralive 
contact .is Gurpatwant Pannu which shows that Gurpatwant Singh Pannu is. the main protagonist of Sikhs For 
Justice. Referring to Annexure-1 of the affidavit, learned senior counsel pointed out that t11ere is an open call by 
Sikhs for Justice for Khalistan and Referendum 2020. The FB post on page~29 of t11e affidavit is a call for liberating 
Punjab from India. He next referred to page-38. of the. affidavit which is a post dated ()6.09 .2018 wherein the Home 
Minister of India has been referred to as a terroris.L He next referred to Annexure-4 on page-39 of the affidavit 
which shows that Gurpatwant Singh Pannu and his associates misuse fake letter of Indian .Military Intelligence 
Report on Sikh soldiers serving in Indian army and tried to propagate this letter. Learned seniorcounsel argued that 
false propaganda was being conducted by Sikhs for Justice saying thatSikhs in theJndian Army and theirfamilies 
were being targeted by India for propagating Khalistan. Learned~nior .counsel next referred to Annexure-5.at page-
44 of the affidavit regarding SFJ letter to open 'Referendum 2020 Information <;entre' in Lahore during 5491h Birth 
Anniversaryof.Guru Nanak Dev ji. He next invited anenlion to Annexure-7 to the affidavit on page-47 which is a 
letter dated 27.02.2019 written by Gurpatwanf Singh Pannu to the Prime Minister of Pakistan, a copy whereofis 
posted on the facebook and thus made available to the world at large with the subject, "Pro Khalistan Sikh Diaspora 
stands in solidarity with Pakistan". The letter refers to the Indian Air strikes at. Balakot and assures support for 
Pakistan by the pro-Khalistan Sikhs from North America, Europe, Australia and elsewhere. It also makes a reference 
to Referendum 2020 and extends solidarity with the cause of Pakistan in Kashmir. It would be worthwhile to 
reproduce the contents of the letter, which read as under: 

'~February 27 2019 

Honorable lmran Khan 

Prime Minister of Pakistan 

Government of Pakistan 

L1·lamabad, Pakistan 

in(o@pmo.gov.pk 

Re: February 261hlndiail Air Strike at Baklkot. 

Sub: Pro~Klullistan Sikh Diaspora Stands In $olidarity With Pakistan. 

H01wrable Prime Minister Khan: 

"Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) is an international advqcacy gr9up spearheading the peaceful and 
non-violent seces.skmist campaign for independence of P1,mjab from Indian occupation 
t~rofigh Referendum 2020. Punjab lndepe1.zdcmce campaign is. based on Sikhs' right to self­
detennination as guaranteed under Article J common t{J the UN Charter, lf!(ernational 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights . and International Covenant on Economic and 
Cultural Rights. 
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ln the wake of bulian Pril!ze Mlniste~ Modi's growing )ilz.coism ajt(!rPuJwama attack and 
ensui!!g .Balakol air strike, we are }IJriiing to ~sure you th~t .(!(this ~ritical jiurr;ture; Pro­
Khalisian Sikhs.from North.Aml!nca. Europe, Australia and elsewhere stand in solidarity 
with Pakistan- the la!!d where founderpf our re(igion Sri Guru Nank Dev Ji .was born and 
breathed his/as/. · 

Prime Minister Khan, Sikhs have many sacred places in P.akfstan including Sri Ntmlwn(J 
Sahib, Sri Kartarpur Sahib, Sri Panja Sahib and Sikhs ar:ound the globe appreciate the 
hospitality and care demonstrated by Pakistan to the Sikh community and their religious 
places. 

While we hope that.better sense liJOUld prevail upon India andshe would resqlve the Kashmir 
and Punjab issues by· holding Referendum instead of resorting· to violtmce against freedom 
seeldng people or waging war agaiizst Pakistan, llowever; iflndia ever attacked Pakistan, the 
Pro:f(Jzalistan Sikhs will extend full support to Pakistan and will stand shoulder to shoulder 
in thwarting any Indian attack 

Siklzs have a long history ofstanding against the aggressors and we stronglyfeel that during 
this crisis, its our mara/ duty to defend Pakistan at the international forums in every manner 
possible. 

Thank youfor your time and consideration 

Since relyyours 

Gurpatwant SinghPannun 

Attorney at Law (New York) 

Legal Advisor- Sikhs For Justice" 
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73. Learned senior counsel for the Union of India next referred to Annexure-9 on page-65 of the affidavit of 
PW-11 wherein India has been referred to as a terrorist state and also SFJ opposing the Prime Minister's visit to UK 
in April, 2018 by stating, "SFJ to challenge Modi -Face of Indian terrorism" -Date: April 2018, Location -
Parliament Street, London. Annexure-10 atpage-67 records the threat extended by SFJ to the Indian Army Chief by 
saying that he will face legal action if any attempt is made to violently crush Khalistan movement. Annexure"ll on 
pages 69 refers to 19 FIRs registered against Jagtar Singh Hawara affiliated to Babbar Khalsa International, who is 
sought to be shown by SFJ as a victim of the Indian State. Learned senior counsel pointed out that Babbar Khasla 
International is a terrorist organization and stands banned under the Act. It is submitted fuat SFJ is working in 
association with Babbar Khalsa .International and considering the nature of activities in which the respondent 
Association and its handlers are involved and their collusion with members of the other banned organizations, there 
is 'sufficient cause' for the Union of India to ban the respondent Association. 

74. Learned senior counsel for lhe Union of India next referred to Annexures" 12. & 13 atpages 73 to 77 ofthe 
affidavit of PW -11, Mr. Ananya Gautam which are the facebpok p.osts ofSF.Jactivists Paranijit Singh Pamma and 
others showing up in the. India versus England world cup cricket match at Edgbaston, Birmingham wearing l'- shirts 
of Referendum 202{) and also waived Khalistan flag. Learned senior counsel submitted .that the group comprising 
Paramjit Singh Parnma and others raised slogans of Khalistan Zindabad during the match. It is submitted that police 
had to be. called in and lhe accused were arrested and subsequently released wi.thout registration of any case. 
Learned senior counsel next referred to Annexur~-15 at page 125 of the affidavit, which is the gist of video uploaded 
on facebookby (:alifornia based SFJ activist Sabi Singh threatening Sardar Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa, Cabinet. 
Minister, Government of Punjab and also SFJ activist attacking Manjlt Singh GK, President of Delhi Sikh 
Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee. Learned senior counsel submitted that the me!llbers and syJilpathizers of the 
respondent Association .believe in the cult of violence and extend open physical threats to all rigl\1 thinking people, 
including Sikhs, who are opposed to the concept of Khalistan. Learned senior counsel next referred. to Annexure-17 
on page 129 which is the gist of GurpatwantPannun's video reply dated 24.09.2018 to Chief Minister of Punjab 
(:apt. Amarinder Singh wherein. Gurpatwant Singh Pannu has challenged Capt. Amarinder Singh to remove his 
security personnel for two days and look around in Punjab and he would see Referendum 2020 volunteers in every 
village and city and that they could remove him from the post of Chief Minister in two days. In the same video, 
Gurpatwant Pannu also exhorted the youngsters and both civil/police officers to support Referendum 2020 campaign 
for establishment of Khalistan. Learned senior counsel next referred to Annexure-21 on page-135 wherein .the Prime 
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Minister of the Country has been referred to as a human rights violator arid it is claim.ed that the only solution for 
Punjab is Khalistan 2020 Referendum. Annexurec22 on page-I36 is a transcription of Ourpatwant Singh Pantm's 
video daled 13.06.2019 wherein he has warned the Chief Minister of Punjab Capt Amarinder Singh and DGP 
Punjab Sh. Dinkar Gupta. In one part of the video Gurpatwartt Singh Pannu has stated that, "I already conveyed that 
our .activist.$ are campaigning for Referendum 2020 in Punjab in which nothing is jllegal. Last year also, I told you 
that if you keep tortudng .our activists, you will be forced to remain in the boundaries of Punjab. You saw that 
DinkarGupta, who considers hims'elf as .DGP V(as notable to leiiVe Lonqon. In the same way Rajinder Sohal was 
also forced to leave California the same day".ln the subsequent part of the video, he stated that, "till now, webave 
only raised finger at you, Don't force us to file th.e same cases ofhuman right violation on your family members that 
you are trying to file against our activists. This is very loud and clear that Referendum 2020 campaign is a 
democratic campaign and we want you to follow the law. If there is going to be any chances from your sid~ then 
every one of you will face the consequences .including You, DGP Gupta and the Punjab Government". teamed 
senior counsel submits that Gurpatwant Singh Pannu is habitual of extending threats to the lawful authorities of the 
State and habitually inciles violence and disobedience by the civillpoliceofficials. 

75. Learned .senior counsel thereafter referred to Annexure-29 on page-156 ofthe.affidavit ofPW ~II which is 
a letter written by Gurpatwant Singh Pannu as a Legal Advisor for Sikhs For Justice to the Ambassador of China to 
Pakistan dated 12.01.2019 wherein while condeinning the November, 23 attack on the Chinese Consulate in 
Karachi, Pakistan, SFJ has termed it as the handiwork of the Indian Intelligence Agency, RAW. In. the same letter, 
expressing solidarity with the victims of the attack, SFJ offered to donate Pak rupees I million for the families of the 
security personnel who died during the November, 23 attack on the Chinese Embassy. Learned senior counsel 
submitted that the respondent Association is espousing the cause of Khalistan . and Referendum 2020 at the 
International Forums and the anti-India sympathizers, who bolster their agenda of a separate state of Khalistan. 
Annexure-30 on page 158 is a facebook notification of the respondent Association appealing to the residents of 
Punjab, wherein they have noled tha~ ''officers of Punjab. police, who had carried oot fake encounters or .had 
tortured the Sikh youth supporting Referendum 2020 and. named Suresh Arora, Dinkar Gupt.a, Surjeet Singh Grewal, 
Sumedh Saini and Umra Nartgal and called upon the people that if they have any infonnalion regarding family 
members of these police officers residing in America, Canada, Europe, England, Australia or New Zealand etc., then 
that information should be shared with Gurpatwant Singh Pannu .. Learned senior counsel argued that this is an open 
threat. to the authority of the State and intended to unsettle the hierarchical setup of State, Learned senior counsel 
next referred to Annexure-37 to page 168 which is a facebook post by Gurpatwant Singh .Pannu wherein he has 
stated that Pulwama attack is not an act ofterr()dsm qut a legitimate military. target in armed conflict betw~n Indian 
forces and Kashlriiri militants. Learned senior c.ounsel argued that this post by Gurpatwartt Singh Pannu isindicative 
of his association. and support for other militant organizations in the country which .tends to endanger the sovereignty 
and territorial inlegrity of!ndia, Learned. senior counsel next invitedatten~oit to Annexure-38 on page 170 whi.ch 
are photographs of free 'Punjab', 'Kashmir' and 'Anti War rally in front of United Nation Headquarters on 
28.02.2019'. Annexures-40 .and 41 are the facebook posts by the respondent Association relating to the· Kartarpur 
Corridor and Khalsa Sajna Diwan on 14.04.2019 at Gurdwara Panja Sahib. The said annexures relate to the 
respondent Association sponsoring 10,000 pilgrims frqm Punjab for Referendum 2020 Convention at Kartarpur 
Sahib- A.bridge to Khalistan and the respondent Association to launch registration of Team 2020 on Aprili4 from 
Panja Sahib, Pakistan for Khalistan Referendum. The whatsapp number of SFJ Lahore. office (text only) is also 
provided on the twitter post at page-178 of the affidavit. Lean1ed seriior counsel next ihviled attention to Annexure~ 
44 at page-184 which is the facebook.post bY Gurpatwant Singh Pannu urging the Sikh·community in Punjab .to 
boycott the LokSa))ha Elections, 2019: Thesalient points in the said post exhort the Sikh community in Punjab to 
not accept thelndian Constitution; Freedom of Punjab; and establishing an independent state of Khalistan. 

76. Learned seriior counselnexi referred to Annexw·e-45 on page 185 which is a letter written by Gurpatwant 
Singh Pannu as a legal advisor of the respondent Association dated 25.06.2019 to the Secretary of State and the 
American Ambassador, United States, Department of Stale with the subject:, "Report on torture of Khalistan 
Referendum 2020 campaigners and criminalization of pro-Khalistan political union by Government of India". It is 
claimed in the letter that the Indian authorities are exaggerating. stOries and fabricating evidence to implicale 
Referendum 2020 supporters in terrorism cases. The letter goes on to narrate certain incidents wherein the accused 
persons were charged under the Iridian Penal Code. Learned senior counsel· submitled tha:t the letter establishes the 
link between the respondent Association and the cases registered in India. It leaves no doubt at all that the FIRs 
registered in India are against the associates and sympathizers working for the respondent Association and 
respondent Association is actively collaborating and inciting the people iri Punjab to disrupt the sovereignty and 
integrity oflndia. 

~~ 
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77. . . Learned senior counsel on behalf of Union of India while reiterating the submissions with respect to the 
unlawful activities. of the respondent Association referred to the preliminary submissions filed on. behalf .of the 
resrondent Association wherein the respondent Association had also sought in limine quashing of Notification dated 
I 01 July, 2019. Referring to para 35 of the preliminary submis~ions, Jearn¢ senior counsel argued that the right of 
self deterwinati()n claimed by respondent Association and their reference to the· human rights violation. by India 
specially with respect to the people of Kashmir is a direct ·affront to. the sovereignty and integrity of India. Learned 
senior counsel submitted that the respondent Association claim~ some kind of parity with,the Kashmirl separatists 
and they herald terrorist as freedom fighiers. Referring to para 40 of the preliminary submissions, he drew attention 
to the following averments: ".,,.SFJ is completely convinced that, thelndiqn state carried out Genocide o[Sikl1s 
through India in November 1984 after assimination of late P.M of India Indira Gandhi and the extra judicialkilling 
of Sikhs in Pwtjab from 1984 to 1998 in the name of counter insurgency. The said actions which qould be 
characterized as genocide as a result of which tens of thousands of Sikhs were massacred extra judicially and 
without any justification. .. ............ .SFJ also believes that Sikhs have a right of selfdetemtination under 
established principles of lllternational Ulw as enshrined in UN Charter and International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. SFJ believes in realization of right of selfdeterminatioii through peaceful and democratic means 
and will contiitue to engage in activities that are nonviolent, pe(lteful and deniocrmic ". Itis submitted that these 
submissionsitselffulfill the ingredients of Section 2(o) of the Aci and, thus, the action of the Union of India in 
declaring the respOndent Association ils ail 'unlawful association' is legal and within the parameters prescnbed 
under the Act. 

78. Learned SolicitOr General nex.t submitted that there are three Ja'nds of evidence which hlis been brought on 
record by the Union of Indill, viz. posts on behalf of the respOndent Association on social media i.e. facebook, 
whatsapp, twitter etc. which have been elucidated in the affidavits Ms. Sonia Narang (PW-2) and Mr. Ananya 
Gautam (PW~Jl); evidence brought on record by way of various FIRs registered against the members, sympathizers 
and handl.ers of the respondent Association in Punjab, Uttarakhand and by NIA; and thirdly intelligence reports 
placed before the Tribunal in sealed covers. He referred to para 1.3 of the affidavit filed by Mr. S.C.L. Das (PW -12) 
wherein the original reports and inputs C~?ntaining intelligence reports and inputs on unlawful activities received 
from intelligence agencies have been submitted in a sealed. cover for perusal, It was submitted that these· documents 
may be carefully perused as collateral evidence in support of the substantive evidence placed by way of social media 
posts, affidavits of the twelve witnesses and the. evidence by way of FIRs registered in Punjab, Uttarakhand and by 
NIA. Learned Solicitor General, thus, submitted that despite number of opportunities haying been granted by the 
Tribunal, this is a case of no defense evidence and nothing has been placed on record which could question the 
action taken by the Union oflndia in declaring therespondent as an 'unlawful association'. Thus, it is submitted that 
in view of the submissions made, the Notification dated lOth July, 2019 issued by the Union of India banning the 
respondent Association with immediate effect deserves to be upheld. 

79. Mr; Colin Gonsalves, learned senior counsel for the respondent Association at the outset submitted that 
Referendum 2020 be neither read as a demand for a separate home for the Sikhs nor as an incitement for waging a 
war against the State. Learned senior counsel referred to the decision of the Hon 'ble Supreme Court in Kedar Nath 
Singh Vs. State of Bihar, 1962 Supplementary (2) SCR 769 tO submit that mere words are not enough to invite the 
charge of sedition and that provisions like Section l24AIPC stand toned down in the face of Article 19(1 )(a) of the 
Constitution. IUs submitted that "saying~' is not akin to waging a war andit must be connected with other evidence 
or criminal activity to read any deeper into the acts. Learned senior colinsel.submitted that small activities. by any 
association cannot be termed as 'unlawful activities' within the meaning Section 2(o) of the Act unless the activities 
have led to any significant damage to the unity and integrity of lridia. It is submitted that there has been no 
repercussion to the social media posts relied upon by the Union of India and that Referendum 2020 is a peaceful 
exercise even though it might be obnoxious to the State. Itis submitted that an obnoxious speech cannot be termed 
as a crimimil activity lllld free speech must prevail as long as no one sports a gun against the State. Learned senior 
counsel submitted that the words and social media posts relied upon by the Union of India are acts within the 
meaning of free speech as protected by Article 19 (I) (a) of the Constitution of India. 

80. Learned senior counsel next referred to the decision of the Hon'.ble Supreme Court in Balwant Singh & 
A11r. Vs. State of Putljab (1995) 3 SCC 214 to submit that mere exhortatipn without the commission of any criminal 
offence is not actionable. Referring to para 12, he submitt¢ that the conviction and the sentence of the appellants in 
this case. was set aside with the observation that "raising of some slogans only a couple of times by the two lonesome 
appellants, which neither evoked any response nor any reaction ]rom anyone .in pubic cw1 neither attract the 
provisions of Section 124A or of Section 153,A /PC. Some more overt act was required to bring that home the ~harge 
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on the two appellaJJts ~~··~·: ".Leamedsenior counsel nextreferredto the decision of the Hon'ble Supreme CoUitin 
Bilal Ahnuul Kallu. Vs, Sltlte of~nd/tra Pradesh (1997) 7 SCC431 to submit that the appellant in this case also 
was acquitted With theHon'ble Supreme CoUit observing that "the decisive ingredients for: establishing/he offence 

ofsedition underSection 124A iP(Jis l~e dping o[certa.in aCts whiCh would bring to the gqvernment established by 
law .in Ind~a ~atred or contempt etc. In this r;ase, there Is not even a suggeition that the appellant did anything 
against the government oflndia or any ~ther government ofihe Staie". 

81. Learned senior counsel, thus, argued that merely inciting the feeling of one coll'Utlunity or group without 
any reference .to ~ny other community or group can neither attract Sectio.n 124A nor Section 153Aof the IPC. 
Learned senior counsel submitted that courtS have. toned down such Sections upholding the right of freedom of 
speech and that the tree of democracy ~as to be considered as a whole .. Learned senior counsel submitled tlult the 
averments against therespondentAssotiation are identical to the two cases cited above and, hence, in the abse4ce of 
any repercussion to the activities attributed to. the respondent AssOciation, the Notification dated ·lOth July, 2019 is 
liable to quashed. 

82, Learned senior counsel next argued that the Union of India ~ ,not been able to establish any connect 
between Refereilqum 2020 with th.e random and unconnected crimiilru offences in respect of \\:'Iiich FIRs hiwe been 
registered in Punjab, Uttarakhand and by the NIA. It is.submittedthat the FIRs registered hi India are random FIRs 
against random people and none of these FIRs establish any connect with the respondent Association. It. is submitted 
that the connection being sought to be established by the Union oflndia has to tie real, tangible and substantial. 

• Thus, it is submitted .that the FIRs ~nd the accused persons named therein have no connection whatsoever with the 
respo11dent Associati9n .and Sl!Ch individuals acts of random people cannot be relied upon by the Union of India to 
invoke Section 4 of the Act to ban the respondent Association; Learned senior counsel for the respondent 
Association next argued that the social media posts cited by the Union oflndia are bereft of any call for violence. It 
is submitted that these are innocelitposts and are more of words of anguish for the acts of the. Government. in 1984. 
So far as the posts attributed to.GurpatwantSinghPunnu are concerned, learned senior c9unsel submitted that these 
are his individual views and not of the respondent Association and in any case there has been no repercussion to any 
of his posts on social media in India. He submitted that his call for flag burning did not lead to any flag burning in 
India; his post that Pulwama was a legitimate military target also did not lead to. any consequence; his post that 
RAW was behind the attack on the Chinese Consulate in Karachi aJso had no impact; .and his post for the civil and 
. pqlice officials to disobey the orders of the authority also did not lead to any repercussion at all and, therefore, 
cognizance need.not be taken ofsuch posts to declare the. respondent as an 'unlawful association' as defined in sub­
section (p) ofSe:ction 2 of the Acl 

83. learned senior counsel for the respondent Association.lastly submitted that the respondent Association as a 
whole has remained a moderate associatiort and none of theiractions has putthe unity and integrity ofJndia in peril. 
It is submitted that. the call for self-determination for the Sikh people is something which is permissible in 
International Law and groups may make application in a fanciful and aggressive way and the Referendum 2020 also 
is being sought under the UN Supervision. It is, thus, submifled thatthe!'e is no basis with the Union of India to 
invoke 8ection 3of the Act to issue the Notification dated lOth July, 2019 banning the respondent Association with 
immediate effect and the evidence brought on record by the Union of India does not establish sufficient cause for the 
government to. ban the respondent Association. 

84. I have cru:efillly considered the submissions made by the learned SolicitotGeneral of India and the learned 
senior counsel for the Union of India as also the learned senior counsel representing the respondent Association; I 
also carefillly gone through the evidence brought on record and also perused the material submitted by the Union of 
India in sealed cover. The Tribunal under sub-seetion (3) of Section 4 of the Act is required to decide whether or not 
there is sufficient cause for declaring the Association to be unlawful, based on the material placed before it. The 
reference to the Tribunal under sulrsection (1) of Section 4 was accompanied by a Note on the respondent 
Association which detailed the background, objectives and activities of the respondent Association. It also detailed 
the associate.s with whom the respondent Association has been working. It has been stated that respondent claims 
itselftobe an advocacy group based in New York, USA and also maintains its offices in Canada and UK. Their 
modules and activities in India are.!Jeing operated by their foreign based hilnalers, for which reliance is placed on 
!he FIRs registered in India. The respondent Associationis Claimed to be propagating Referendum 2020 on the 
social media as well as on .ground and has also launched the website www.referendum2020,ore which is replete with 
pro-Khalistani posts imd anti-India insinuations. The website propagates right of self-determination under 
International Law for the people of Punjab. It is stated that the respondent Association is encouraging and aiding 
activities for secession of a part of the Indian territory from the Union of India and with the said object, has 
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cortlrtlenced registratic>n of yol4nteers online across th~ wodd .and these activities ar¢ intended .to escalate its 
subversive activities against India. The respondent Association i$ also stated to be actively u$lng arid engagi)ig}tself 
on social media to gamer support from Punjab based Sikh youth.for·Referen~um 2020 campaign and their members 
are awaitinglndia based supporters/operatives to circumvent the ban on the respondent Association by continuing to 
promote the so-called Referendum.2020 in India. The activities oftheassodation have been highlighted and the 
cumulative result of their acts are stated to be an effort to undermine the territorial integrity oflndia while inciting 
disaffection amongst the Sikh community towards the Indian government and the Indian State. It is also claill}ed that 
the respondent Association is trying to work in tandem with other separatist organizations active in Kashmir and 
elsewhere and· that it also has a connect with lSI through. itsJtont organizations such as ])ayal Singh Re.search and 
Cultural Forum. Khalistan Liberation Force, Khalistim Gadar Force, Babbar Khalsa and Gopal.Singh Chawla, a 
Pakistan based terrorist are named as the other separatists in the anti"India entities with whom the re~fxmdent 
Association iS collaborating to disrupt the territorial integrity of India. The details of the FIRs registered in India 
have also been furnished. These cases are stated to be still pending and in some of the cases the charge~sheets are yet 
to be filed. 

85. The Union oflndia has examined twelve witnesses who have deposed about the activities of the respondent 
Association as well as the cases registered inlndia which are stated to have a direct connect with their handlers who 
are based abroad and are Jqtown members and. sympathizers of the respondent Association. PW -2, Ms. Sonia Narang 
has proved the FIR registered by NIA, Delhi, viz. RC-02/2019!NIAJDLldated 15.01.2019 against certain entities 
and individuals based in India and abroad who have entered into a criminal conspiracy with other te.rrorist 
organizations and gangs .and have .started a concerted campaign in: the name of Punjab Referendum 2020 for 
Khalistan and are raising funds and carrying out secessionist activities on ground as well as on social media with an 
intent to instigate members of Sikh community for ceding the State of Punjab from Union oflndia. The witness has 
also proved the social media posts of the respondent Association where the respondent AssoCiation has openly 
aligned itself to Referendum 2020 and has been proved to be the primary moving force behind the said Referendum, 
which has, at its core, the objectiv.e to disrupt the unity and integrity of India. The call for a referendum to cede a 
part of the territory of India in itself is a crime. The intent of the. Act itself is to put reasonable restrictions in the 
interest of the sovereignty and integrity of India. These reasonable restrictions include restriction on freedom .of 
speech and expression; right to assemble peacefully and without arms; and right to form associations. or unions. The 
respondent Association has been proved to be indulging by its speeches and social media expressions and 
communications, in acts which are detrimen(al.to the unity, integrity and sovereignty of India. Referendum 2020 
being propagated by.the respondent Association is itself restricted and is an Qnlawful activity under the Act and does 
not have any sanction under any law. The Union of India has substantively proved, through material brought on 
record by way of. background note and evidence of witnesses, that the acts. of the respondent Association in 
promoting hatred against a certain community by way of social media posts which are intended to divide people 
who have peacefully and lovingly Jived tpgether for centupes. Tb~ evidence qrought on recol'4 by.the Union oflndia 
has gone unrebutted and no contrary evidence has been brought on record by the resPQndent Association to show 
that the acts alleged against them are not committed by them, The submissions made by lhe learned senior counsel 
for the respondent Association that these utterances, acts and social media posts have had no repercussions in India 
and that they are innocent in charactercannot be accepted since it was with great difficulty and at a huge cost that 
the State of Punjab was very recently rid of terrorist activity and any attempt at this stage to revive or foment any 
activity which threatens the unity and territorial integrity and sovereignty of India must be. nipped in the bud at the 
threshold itself. The case laws cited by the learned senior counsel refer tp isolated incidents wherein FIRs were 
registered under Section 124A and 153A ofiPC wherein the accused persons were acquitted for their acts not 
leading to any repercussions. The facts in hand are a well planned conspired aitempt to engage in activity which is 
statutorily barred unde.r.the Act.and is a clear affront to the authority of the ~tate whi.ch iS duly bound to. uphold the 
unity, integrity and the Constitution of Indi.a. The evidence brought on rec9rd by the Union of India is stark and 
clear and the same has gone unchallenged despite opportunity. The acts, utterances and social media posts attributed 
to SFJ and its activists and sympathizers, which have duly been proyided on record, are divisive in.character and are 
a pointer to a divisive mindset and a divisive intent. The only conclusion which can be re.ad from the evidence 
brought on record and noted above is that the respondent Association ·has the sole objective to propagate and work 
against the interest of India by indulging in activities which threaten the sovereignty and integrity of Jndill and are 
intended to cause !lisaffection against India within the meaning of Sl!b-section (o) of Section 2 of the Act and, thus, 
the Associa~on is liable. to be .declared as an 'unlawful association' within the meaning of sub-section (p) of Section 
2 of the Act. 
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86. From the aforesaid discussion it i~ clear that lhe unlawful activities of the respondent Association are 
disruptive in character and threaten the sovereignty, unity and terrilorial iritegrity of India. The evidence brought on 
record also proves !hat .the. respondent Association is working.irt collusion with anti-India entities and forces to 
fulfill lheir0bjectives by indulging in unlawfulac~vities. Thus, lhe Cellifal Government had '.sufficient cause' to 
take action under Section 3(1). and 3(3) of the Act for declaring Sikhs Fl)r Justice as an 'unlawful association'~ The 
Notification dated lOth July, 2019 issued by theUnion of India under,sub-sectioris (1) and (3) of Section :lof the Act 
declaring Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) to be an 'Unlawful association' is hereby confirmed. The teference.is answered in 
the affinnative. 

Before parting, I would like to place on record my appre¢iation for lhe assistance rendered l:ly Mr, Tushar 
Mehta, Solicitor General of India, Mr.Sachin Datta, Sr. Advocate, Mr. Raj at Nair, Mr. Jay Prakash SinghfMs.Rijuta 
Mohanty, Ms. Prity Sharma, Ms. Uttara Babbar, Mr. Shantanu Shanria, Mr. Manan Bansal and Ms. Bhavana 
Duhoon, Advocates on. behalf of the Central Government. I also place on record my appreciation of the assistance 
rendered by Mr, ColinGonsalves, Sr. Advocate, Mr. EhsanJavaid, Ms, Sneha Mukherjee, Mr. Siddharth Seem and 
Md. Aman Khan, Advocates for the. respondent Association thrpugh<lut the condUct .of the proceedings of the 
Tribunal. · 

JANUARY 06, 2020 

JUSTICE D. N. PATEL 

UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION) TRIBUNAL 

[F. No. 17014/18/2019-JScVll] 

PUNYA SALILASRIV ASTAV A, Jt. Secy. 
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MINISTRY OF LA WAND JUSTICE 
(Legislative Department) 

New Delhi, the 25th July, 2019/Shravwza 3, 1941 (Saka) 

The following Act of Par!iament received the assent of the President on the 
24th July, 2019, and is hereby pubilshedfor general information:-

THE NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY (AMENDMENT) 
ACT, 2019 

No.16oP 2019 
[24th July, 2019.] 

An Act to amend theNationallnvestigationAgency Act, 2008. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Seventieth Year of the Republic of India as follows:-

1. (1) This Act may be called the National Investigation Agency(Amendment) Short title and 
Act, 2019. · commencement 

(2) It shall come into force OJ"iSuch date as the Central Govemmentmay, by notification 
in the' Official Gazette, appoint. 

2. In the National Investigation Agency Act, 2008 (hereinafter referred to as the 
principal Act), in section 1, in sub-section (2),-

(1) in clause (b), the word "and" occurring at the end, shall be omitted; 

(~~ 
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of section 2. 

Amendment 
of section 3. 

Amendment 
of section 6 .. 

Amendment 
of section 11. 
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(il) in clause (c), after the words "may be", the word "illld" shall be inserted; 

(iii) after clause (c), the following clause shall be inserted, riamely:-

"(d) to p.ersons who ctmmlit a Scheduled Offence beyond India against 
.the Indian citiZens or affecting the interestof India.'': 

3. In section 2 of the principal Act, in sub-section (J), in Clause (h); for the words "a -
Special Court constituted",· tlle words "a Court of Session designated as Special Court" 
shall be substituted. 

4, In section 3 of the principal Act, in sub-section (2), after the w.ord "India", the 1 

words ''and, subject to any international treaty or domestic law of lhe concerned country, 
outside India," shall be inserted. 

5. In section 6 of the princ:,ipal Act, after sub-section (7), the. foil owing sub-sections 
sh!lll ~inserted, namely:-

;,( 8) Where the Central Government is of the opinion that a ~hec!uled Offence 
has been committed at ru:tY place outside india to which this Act extends, it may direct 
the Agency to register the case and take up investigation as if. such offence has been 
committed in lildia. 

(9) For the purposes of .sub-section (8), the Special Court at New Delhi shall 
have .the jurisdiction.". 

6. In.section 11 of the principal Act,,--

(i) in .the marginal heading,.forcthe word "constitute", the words "designate 
Court of Session as;' shall be substituted; 

(il) in.sub-section (1),-

'~(a) for the portion beginning with the words "The Central Government", 
and ending with the words "Special Courts"; the words "The Central Government 
shall, in consultation with lhe Chief J usti(:e of the Higl:l Court, by notification in 
the Official Gazette, for the trial of Scheduled Offences, designate one or more 
Courts of Session as. Special Court" shall be substituted; · 

(b) the following Explanation shall beiilserted, name!~:-

, 'Explilhation.-For the pUrposes ofthissub-sectiori, the expression 
"High COurt" means the Higl:l Court of the Slate in which a Court of 
Session to be designated as Special Courtis functiorung.'; 

(iii) sub-sections (3), (4), (5),.(6) and (7) shall be onlitted; 

(iv) in sub-section (8),~ 

(a) for the words. "by a person appointed as a Judge or an additional 
Judge of a Special Court", the words, bracket'> and figure '!by the Sessi~ns 
Judge of the Court of Session referred to insub-section(JY' shall besubstituted; 

(b) for the w.ords "such judgf! or agdi.tional judge and the Central 
Governmen~",the words "judgeofthe'Speci;tl Court.and the appointing authority 
in consultation with the Central Government" shall be. substituted; 

(c) for the words "as may be specified in that order" occurring at the end, 
the words ",whichever is earlier" shall be substituted; 

(\I) for sub-section (9), the. following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:­

"(9) When more than one Special Courtis .designated for an area or areas, 
the senior-mostJudge shall distribute the business among them.". 
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7. In section 22ofthe principal Act,-

(i) in the marginal heading, for the word "constitute", the words. "designate 
Court of Session as" shall be substituted; . 

(ii) in sub-section (1), for the words "cons.titute one or more'', the words 
"designate one or more Courts of Session as" shall be substituted; 

(iii) in sub"sections (2), (3) and (4), for the word "constituted" wherever it 
occ'urs; the word "designated" shall be substituted. 

Amendment 
of section 22 .. 

Amenl!m~nt 8. In the Schedule to the principal Act,~ 
. . of Schedule. 

(1} for serial number 1 and the entry relating thereto, the following serial numbers 
andentries shaJibe substituted, namely:- . . · · 

"l.TheExplosiveSubstancesAct, 1908 (6 of 1908); 

IA. TheAtomicEnergyAct, 1962(33 ofl962);"; 

(il}in serial number 3, for.the figur~s, brackets and word "1982 (65 of 1982)", 
the figures, brackets and word "2016.(30 ot 201())" shall be substituted; 

(iii) in serial number 8, for entry (b), the following entries sh!lll be substituted, 
namely:-

"(b) Sections 370 and 370A of Chaplet XVI of the lildian Penal Code 
(45 ofl860); 

(c) Sections 489-A to 489-E (both inclusive) of the Indian Penal Code 
(45 of 1860); 

(d) Sulrsection (JAA) of section 25 of Chapter V of the Arms Act, 1959 
(54 ofl959); 

(e) Section 66F of Chapter xr.of the lilformation Technology Act, 2000 
(21 of200()).". 

DR. G. NARAYANARAJU, 
Secretary to the GeM. of Tndia. 

UPLOADED BY THE MANAGER, GOVERNMENT OF lNDIA PRESS, MlNTO ROAD, NEW DELHI-110002 
AND PUBLISHED BY THE CONTROLLER OF PUBLICATIONS, DELffi-110054. 

IIAN:5HI .. ~·- .. 
~ .. ;§;.. 

MGIPMRND-2083GI(S3)-25,07~2019. 
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6/8/2020 Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey slammed by users for posing with an anti-brahmin poster- Mail Today News 

INDIA 
NEr0DA¥1VE TV 

APP MAGAZINE 

,,~ 

HOME CORONA E-CONCLA~E VIDEOS NEWSMO GAMING DIU FACT !~HI:CK-=NC~ A 
MOVIES N~~ T01¥tYI-'fTwJtJ:~r CEO jack Dorsey slammed by users for posing with an anti­

brahmin poster 

Twitter CEO jack Dorsey slammed by users for posing with an 
anti-brahmin poster 

While posing for a photograph with Twitter's India team, jack Dorsey was seen 
holding a poster that read "Smash Brahminical patriarchy". 

ADVERTISEMENT 

• Pooja Shali ~ 

~· New Delhi November 20, 2018 UPDATED: November 21, 2018 10:43 1ST 

D f w (9 @ 

Users accused him of attacking an "ethnic group". 

HIGHLIGHTS 

https ://www.indiatoday.in/mail-today/story/twitter -ceo-jack-dorsey-anti-brahmin-poster -controversy-1392163-201 B-11-20 
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6/8/2020 Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey slammed by users for posing with an anti-brahmin poster- Mail Today News , ,~ 
Users, mostly right leaning, accused Dorsey of attacking an "ethnic group" 

Dorsey was present at an event in which he held discussions with women journalists, activists, writers 

After the furore, Twitter released an unofficial statement defending Dorsey 

S ocial media site, Twitter, was caught in a massive controversy on Monday as Indian 

users slammed the site's CEO, jack Dorsey for holding a political poster during his 

visit to the country. The photograph was from a gathering where Twitter CEO met people 

from varied fields. 

jack was photographed holding a poster that read, "Smash Brahminical patriarchy" and 

posed with a group of women, including journalists, writers, and activists. Users, mainly 

Right-leaning, outraged againstthe CEO, accusing him of attacking an "ethnic group" and 

questioning why only Left-wing individuals were invited to the meet. 

Amid the controversy, Twitter India was forced to release an unofficial statement, 

clarifying that a member had offered the poster to Dorsey and assuring that Twitter 

believes in hearing all voices. 

The storm erupted after a journalist shared a group photograph at the event with Dorsey 

surrounded by Twitter's Am rita Tripathi, its legal head Vijaya Gad de and other activists 

and writers. 

Sharing the photograph, journalist Anna MM Vetticad wrote, "took part in a roundtable 

with some of us women journalists, activists, writers ... to discuss the Twitter experience in 

India. A very insightful, no-words-minced conversation." 

Throughout the day, Indian users questioned possible reasons the head of a global social 

media site would decide to hold a poster targeting one group, considering he had not 

made any such statements through the visit. 

By evening, the Twitter India handle defended itself, stating, "Recently, we hosted a 

closed-door discussion with a group of women journalists and changemakers from India 

to better understand their experience using Twitter. One of the participants, a Dalit 

activist, shared her personal experiences and gifted a poster to jack." 

ADVERTISEMENT 
https ://www.indiatoday.in/mail-today/story/twitter -ceo-jack-dorsey-anti-brahmin-poster -controversy-1392163-2018-11-20 
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6/8/2020 Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey slammed by users for posing with an anti-brahmin poster - Mail Today News 

~2-o 

Twitter called the effort as a "tangible reflection of our company's efforts to see, hear, and 

understand all sides of important public conversations that happen on our service around 

the world". 

Twitter CEO also met Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Conress president Rahul Gandhi and 

Tibetan spiritual guru Dalai Lama. He posted photographs highlighting different aspects 

of travel, receiving laughter, appreciation and advice by Indian users. 

This was the last leg of his visit in an otherwise non-controversial trip. 

The CEO last uploaded a photograph with members of the Indian team before departing 

to Myanmar. He has not replied on the controversy, till this copy was published. 

Read 1 Twitter boss jack Dorsey is at Shah Rukh•s door. Where is Khan? 

Read 1 Twitter CEO jack Dorsey meets PM Modi during his trip to India 

lndiaToday.in has plenty of useful resources that can help you better understand the 

coronavirus pandemic and protect yourself. Read our comprehensive guide (with information 

on how the virus spreads, precautions and symptoms}, watch an expert debunk myths, and 

access our dedicated coronavirus page. 

Get real-time alerts and all the news on your phone with the all-new India Today app. Down! "' ' . V ~ l,()<lc(i~ fJ.I')' 

tl ;,.I IIIlo -..1101h 

• AppStore 
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• 
~Tags: jack Dorse~~ ! ... ---~~~~:.:rJ 
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6/8/2020 Twitter India's policy head deletes tweets after people find out her political bias 

Politics I Social Media 

Twitter India's policy he.ad deletes tweets after people find out 
her political bias 
For many, this alleged bias is just a reminder of another Twitter India employee, Rahee/ Khursheed, mocked and bullied a 15-
year-old girl who dared to have a political opinion against Kanhaiyya Kumar, that didn't conform to Khursheed's own worldview. 

30 October, 2018 Oplndia Staff 

Mahima Kaul, Director of Policy at Twitter India 

There has been a recent storm brewing on Twitter where several right-leaning commentators are 

vexed about the increasing display of political bias by the platform. Earlier, Twitter CEO had 

admitted that its employees have a left-leaning bias. And repeated suspensions of right-leaning 

accounts have only strengthened the suspicion that Twitter is selectively targeting based on 

ideology. 

Today, a popular right-leaning spoof maker, @SpookJunkie was suspended for inexplicable reasons. 

This had angered many who questioned the basis of this bias. 

Post the suspension, several right-leaning handles started looking for the root of this political bias. 

They dug up many tweets of Mahima Kaul who is the Director of Policy at Twitter India. The tweets 

were severely anti-Modi, pro-Rahul Gandhi and according to many, indicated Kaul's own political 

bias that they said explains Twitter India's ideologically biased approach. When these tweets started 

being dug up, Kaul allegedly deleted several of them. 

There were several deleted tweets where Kaul was seen using strong and derogatory language 

against Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

https ://www. opindia .com/20 18/1 0/twitter -i ndias-policy-head-deletes-tweets-after -people-find-out -her -political-bias/ 
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6/8/2020 Twitter India's policy head deletes tweets after people find out her political bias 

Ladies and Gentlemen 
Presenting you @Twitterlndia head Miss Neutral aka @misskaul 

Link is of tweet which is deleted and in Screen shot 

https://t.co/reFWHNTHaY pic.twitter.com/8131 PXUjnK 

- Shrin (@ShrrinG) October 30, 2018 

No one knows her story except that backspace-icon 

Why did Twitter India policy head deleted this??? @jack pic.twitter.com/9yeurKCFGb 

-A viii (@thelosthodthelg) October 30, 2018 

!'-~ 

Someone also pointed out that Mahima Kaul, who is the Director of Policy at Twitter, instead of 

suspending the hate mongering handle @AmbedkarCaravan that regularly spews venom against 

Hindus, was following him. 

Forget about suspending the hate monger @AmbedkarCaravan, Twitter India head follows the abusive bigot. 

She only suspends people who make jokes and funny videos on Rahul Gandhi like she suspended 

@SpooLJunkie. pic.twitter.com/D8heqSsUv1 

- Err... (@Gujju __ E•) October 30, 2018 

While others dug up tweets which have not been deleted yet but point towards Kaul's bias 

nonetheless. 

Another one .. Such an unbiased person to be made director! pic.twitter.com/YyZEoAegjg 

- fm'ml ? (@TimelessSteel) October 30, 2018 _, 

Look who is the biggest pappu fan. oh wait! is she heading @Twitterlndia ? ? pic.twitter.com/1 NTbQ4vQbr 

- Shash (@pokershash) October 30, 2018 

Kitne gul khilaye hain inhone .. pic.twitter.com/RRRx42MCAY 

- fu'u<rl ? (@TimelessSteel) October 30, 2018 _, . 

For many, this alleged bias is just a reminder of another Twitter India employee, Raheel Khursheed, 

mocked and bullied a 15-year-old girl who dared to have a political opinion against Kanhaiyya 

Kumar, that didn't conform to Khursheed's own worldview. 

https://www.opindia.com/2018/1 0/twitter-indias-policy-head-deletes-tweets-after-people-find-out-her-political-bias/ 
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9/14/2020 Yahoo Mail - Writ Petition (Criminal) (PIL) titled as Sangeeta Sharma versus Union of India & Ors.

1/1

Writ Petition (Criminal) (PIL) titled as Sangeeta Sharma versus Union of India & Ors.

From: Awanish Sinha (awanishsinha@yahoo.com)

To: mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com; cramachandran@twitter.com

Date: Monday, 14 September, 2020, 10:37 am IST

SANGEETA SHARMA.pdf
5.1MB

Sir/Madam,
                   I am representing Ms. Sangeeta Sharma, I am filing Writ Petition (Criminal) (PIL) titled as Sangeeta Sharma
versus Union of India & Ors. before High Court of Delhi. Please find attached the scan copy of the above Petition. 
Kindly acknowledge the same.

Contact Details of the Respondents:-
Respondent No. 1 to 4
E-mail ID:- mohammedmuqeem@gmail.com
Contact No.:- 9999864964

Respondent No. 5 (Private Party)
E-mail ID:- cramachandran@twitter.com               
-----------------------
AWANISH SINHA   

Advocate on Record
Supreme Court of India
LGF-6/33-33A,Vikram Vihar,
Lajpat Nagar-IV, New Delhi-110024
Mobile:- +91 9811943220 / +919310143232
Phone:- +91-11-46516845/46
Telefax   +91-11-26223387

MAIN
Text Box
123
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 
(EXTRA ORDINARY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION) 

I.A. NO. OF 2020 
IN 

WRIT PETITION (CRIMINAL) NO. OF 2020 
(IN THE MATTER OFPUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION) 

IN THE MATTER OF:-

JL_~ 

SANGEETA SHARMA ..... PETITIONER 

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. . ....... RESPONDENTS 

APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 482 OF CODE OF CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE FOR EXEMPTION FROl\,1 FILING THE 
CERTIFICATE AND TYPED COPIES OF THE ANNEXURES. 

l . MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:-

1. That the Applicant herein has filed a Writ Petition for issuance of 

direction to the Respondent, contents of the same are not 

repeated for the sake brevity and may be read as part of the 

present application. 

2. That the certified & typed copies of the Annexure are not 

available with the Petitioner at the moment and therefore, 

Petitioner be exempted from filing the certified & typed copies of 

the annexure. 

w •&CLMwxw:a~z m ........ w iii &i 111 IW666C!&i .,.,,.ibC..,. ... ,. ... ij{i()(j(j(jXI{•·•• • ~"~"'."""",..""'"""""""""~~---



/2~ 
3. That the matter being as urgent one, it is in the interest of justice 

that this Hon'ble Court may be pleased to exempt the same at 

this stage and the applicant will file the same as per the direction 

from this Hon'ble Court. 

PRAYER 

In view of the above facts and circumstances it is most respectfully 

prayed that this Hon'ble Court may graciously be pleased to:-

(a) exempt the Petitioner from filing the certified & typed copies of 

the annexure and /or 

(b) pass such other or further order js which this Hon'ble Court 

may deem fit and proper in the circumstances of the case. 

Date: 10.09.2020 

Place: New Delhi 

q~~ 
PETITIONER 

Through 

~ 
(DESH RAT AN NIGAM & 

AWANISH SINHA) 
Advocates 

LGF-6/33-33A, Vikram Vihar, 
Lajpat Nagar-IV, New Delhi-110024 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 
(EXTRA ORDINARY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION) 

I.A. NO. OF 2020 
IN 

WRIT PETITION (CRIMINAL) NO. OF 2020 
(IN THE MATTER OFPUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION) 

IN THE MATTER OF:-

126 

SANGEETA SHARMA ..... PETITIONER 
i 

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. . ....... RESPONDENTS 

AFFIDAVIT OF SANGEETA SHARMA, AGED 56 YEARS, W/0 SH. 
TILAK RAJ SHARMA, R/0 HOUSE NO. 2194, SECTOR-B, 
POCKET-II, VASANT KUNJ, NEW DELHI-110070, DO HEREBY 
SOLEMNLY AFFIRM AND DECLARE AS ON OATH AS UNDER:-

I, the deponent above named, do hereby solemnly affirm and state as 

follows:-

1. That I am the Petitioner in the above matter, I am fully 

conversant with the facts of the case, as such I am competent to 

depose thereto. 

2. I say that accompanying Application has been drafted by my 

counsel under my instructions and I have gone through the 

contents of the same and say that the contents of paras 1 to 2 of 

~~ 

~c.~h Comtnls
8
/o 

~
/ e:,ea· 51. Nn. 12120J~A ~ 

AYK R ... 
VIJ · h Court * II 
Oelh 18 • /; 

l"criocl 202f ~~"/,/ ~ to13 · ~v~· 
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f2t 
the application are true and correct to my knowledge and paras 

3 of the Application being legal submissions are believed to be 

true upon legal record and believed to be true and correct to my 

knowledge and belief. 

~~0 
~o'(\e~~(\ce 

0,0Y 9tf6"' 
. "'' 't<'e."' ~'I 

~\'' 
\\CATION:­,,-a-s-

1 1~ SE P ZD'lo 

/ 
DEPONENT 

Verified at New Delhi on this the 10th day of Sep, 2020 the contents of 

the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge and no part 

of it is false and nothing material has been suppressed or concealed 

l l SfP 2020 ~ 
therefrom. 

DEPONENT 
~ath Comnu~,. ., ~\ .. 0 ·~"'''. ~!!. -"-" --?'?fl.~ Sl. No~E"""""rt * I c-... ,.····· 

~• Vl.lAYh. I "~1. ' d ftl>'i' -'?.::;.,____, . 
Del ' ... "' " v • • p• ••• ...... ,..,..,.,. .~;;7 11\~ .. M S"\f.··: .. ,l'i\1?~ 
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IN THE COURT OF ..\).e.Slw oJ N:et.u t)oJl~..' ..
Case No of 2020

fuM- /
.........~~~~etel\ ~(>..,.v.~~ Plaintiff/Applicant/Petitioner/Complainant

.~c.~ ~ 'f~~ " ..~~~~.~.~~~ Defdt./Re~.j Accused

KNOW ALL to whom these present shall come that l/we.F.e+.i~~~~~Ythe above named
s,..."V\.~~..~~o hereby appoint:-

Sh, Awanish Sinha (En. No. Dj592-A/1996) & Sh. Desh Ratan Nigam (En. No. D/747/1994) Office at
LGF-6/33-33A, Vikram Vihar, Lajpat Nagar-IV, New Delhi-ll0024, Phone: 011-46516845/46, E-mail:
legal.shebaQg@gmail.com.
(Hereinafter called the advocates) to be my/our Advocates in the above noted case authorize him:-

To act appear and plead in the above noted case in this Court or in any other Courts in which the
same may be tried or heard and also in the appellate court including High Court subject to payment of
fees separately for each court by me/us.

To sign, file, verify and present pleadings appeals, cross-objections or petitions for executions
review revision withdrawal, compromise or other petitions or affidavits or other documents as may be
demand necessary or proper for the prosecution of the said case in all its stages subjects to payment of
fees for each stage.

To file and take back documents to admit and/or deny the documents of opposite party.
To withdraw or compromise the said case or submit to arbitration any differences or disputes

that may arise touching or in any manner relating to the said case.
To take execution proceedings.
To deposit, draw and receive monthly cheques cash and grant receipts thereof and to do all other

acts and things which may be necessary to be done for the progress and in the course of the prosecution
of the said case.

To appoint and instruct any other Legal Practitioner authorizing him to exercise the power and
authority hereby conferred upon the Advocate whenever he may think fit to do so and to sign the power
of attorney on our behalf.

And I/We the undersigned do hereby agree to ratify and confirm all acts done by the Advocates
or his substitute in the matter as my/our own acts as if done by me/us to all intents and propose.

And I/We undertake that I/We or my/our duly authorized agent would appear in court on all
hearings and will inform the Advocate for appearance when the case is called.

And IjWe the undersigned do hereby agree not to hold the advocate or his substitute responsible
for the result of the said case. The adjournment costs whenever ordered by the Court shall be of the
Advocate which he shall receive and retain for himself.

And I/We the undersigned do hereby agree that in the event of the whole of part of the fee
agreed by me/we to be paid to the advocate remaining unpaid he shall be entitled to withdraw from the
prosecution of the said case until the same is paid up. The fee settled is only for the above case and above
Court. I/We hereby agree that once fee is paid, I /we will not be entitled for the refund of the same in
any case whatsoever and if the case prolongs for more than 3 years the original fee shall be paid again by
me Ius.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I/We do hereunto set my/our hand to these presents the contents of
which have been UOd""~Odby me/us 00 this day of 2020. ~

Ad"'-"\)/ (/) Client • \.~ . *Client
LW.... . p- _\fJ"'" I identify the signature of the client
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