TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


DRAFT MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
JULY 18, 2023
COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING
TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present:  Cook, Schultz, Martel, Windiate
Absent:  Merchant
Audience:  19

A.  REPEATING AGENDA:
1. Meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. followed by the pledge to the flag.
2. Minutes of June 20, 2023:  Motion by Cook to approve with changes was seconded and passed 4-0.  In D 2. change the spelling of Sheila Right to “Wright”.  In E 1 change “her” to “he”.
3. Correspondence/Announcements:  1. Consumers Energy continues a plan to by solar ready with 8000 megawatts of solar by 2040.  Can answer any questions for the township. 2. July 20, 10 a.m. at Antrim Conservation District, zoom with Dr. Joan Rose about Public Health Issues Associated with Septic Tanks. 3.  Last Hazardous Waste collection date Saturday September 30th in Mancelona at the Antrim County Road Commission Facility. 4. Three emails regarding the Septic Ordinance with all three in favor of the Ordinance.
4. Agenda Content:  Motion by Cook to approve with changes was seconded and passed 4-0.  For Informational Purpose Only add #2. Auditor, #3 DNR Water Ways Grant, #4 Barnes Park.  For New Business add 5. Donna Purvis.
5. Citizen Commentary: 1. Comments received from Dan Sajowski, President of the Torch Lake Protection Alliance mentioned a three-year project, monitoring system, in place to help understand water quality of Torch Lake and help determine the causes of things like algae. 2. Jarris Rubingh spoke of two different fiber net projects coming to Antrim County; in Banks Township Julie Waterman was appointed Trustee, taking the place of one resigning Trustee.

B.  CONSENT AGENDA:  911 report pulled.  All other reports approved by consent.  From the Sheriff ‘s Office                 newsletter, Schultz would like to recognize Jeremy Ball and Sgt Mike Gank for receiving The Excellence in Service Award for Antrim County.

C.  SPECIAL REPORTS AGENDA:
1.  Planning Commission Report—Merchant is abs.
2.  FOIA Update—Windiate reported she has received one new request and all others are closed.
3.  Financial Overview—Supervisor.   The report is on the website.

D.  AGENDA FOR BOARD ACTION:
      NO OLD BUSINESS
      New Business
1. Resolution regarding SEPTIC INSPECTION AND PROPERTY TRANSFER ORDINANCE (TOT).  Comments were received from Board member Schultz who would like to reiterate her concerns; Windiate states it may not be perfect but it’s a start.  Lots of positive comments from residents, few negative; Martel Doesn’t want to approve a feel-good Ordinance, but thinks it’s a good idea. County, open your eyes, you could do your own Ordinance.  With no further comments the Motion by Cook to approve Police Power Resolution 2023-3 adopting the Septic Inspection and Property Transfer Ordinance (TOT) effective upon thirty (30) days after this resolution is published according to Township Policies.  Motion was seconded and passed 4-0, with Merchant absent.
2. Intergovernmental Agreement relate to TOT:  Motion by Cook to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between Torch Lake Township and the Health Department of Northwest Michigan to provide inspection of septic treatment and disposal system and water supply inspection prior to the transfer of title to land served by the STDS and to be effective upon signature of HDNW representative.  Motion was seconded and approved 4-0, with Merchant absent.
3. Torch Lake Social Committee:  Comments from a resident suggesting we have a Social Committee.  Motion by Cook for the creation of the “Torch Lake Township (TLT) Social Committee whose function is to develop annual events for the purpose of furthering social involvement of the township’s residents.  Motion was seconded and passed 3-1 with Schultz casting the nay vote and Merchant absent.
4. Social Committee Appointment:  Motion by Cook to appoint Sheila Wright as chairperson of the Torch Lake Township Social Committee was seconded and passed 3-1m with Schultz casting the nay vote and Merchant absent.
5. Motion by Cook to accept the nomination of Donna Purvis to the Day Park Committee was seconded and passed 4-0.

E.  AGENDA FOR BOARD DISCUSSION:  Final Draft of Dangerous Building Ordinance—set public hearing date.  A Public Hearing date of August 9, 2023 at 7PM has been set to receive public comment about the Dangerous Building Ordinance. Notification will be published in the Elk Rapids News and the Antrim County Review.

F.  AGENDA FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY:
	1. Boat wash exhibition will be set up at the Day Park on Saturday July 29th.
	2. Our auditor company has gone international.  Baird, Cotter & Bishop.
3. Supervisor Cook has a request in with the DNR water ways grant program for help repairing the Day Park boat launch.  They give help to public boating access sites.   
	4. Barnes Park is expanding again.

G.  CITIZEN COMMENT: None

H. BOARD COMMENT:  Mr. Cook took the time to thank the Board.  We took a big step tonight.  Also thanks to all the people, committees, Health Department and Tip of the Mitt for their input and assistance with this Ordinance.  
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:39PM.

FUTURE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS:
1. Zoning Board of Appeals July 21, 2023.  Regular meeting.  CANCELLED
2. Planning Commission August 8, at 7:00 PM.
3. Regular Board Meeting August 15, at 7:00 PM
4. Zoning Board of Appeals August 16, at 6 PM

These Minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate
Township Clerk




