
Shady Side Academy Senior School

Summer         Reading
2022

This summer, you will have the opportunity to read two (2) books before returning to
classes in the fall. You will read one book to be discussed in your Fall term English class, and
one to be discussed with your Advisory group.

English Book: See the list below for your Form’s text. You should be prepared to discuss
it in your English class, so be sure to read and annotate it in such a way that you have some
knowledge of it in your working memory when you are back on campus; your fall-term
English teacher will give you more details about what you will do with that knowledge when
you meet him/her on the first day of classes. Above all, enjoy the reading!

Advisory Book: All Form III students will read the same book; students in Forms IV, V,
and VI can find their texts listed below under their individual advisor’s name. You should
plan on being prepared to discuss this book with your advisory group during an extended
Designated Rooms meeting during the first week of classes. Your advisor may also ask you
to write up something on your text in preparation for that discussion session, perhaps in a
Google document of some kind; stay tuned for details when the opening of classes draws
nearer. In the meantime, please enjoy the selection your advisor has made.

View the Table of Contents on the next page to see the assigned books per form and per
advisory.

If you are purchasing books locally, please consider supporting the following (or your
personal favorite) independent bookstores: City of Asylum Bookstore, Riverstone Books,
The Tiny Bookstore , and White Whale Bookstore !

Photos and book blurbs are from Bookshop.org unless otherwise noted
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Click on the title to learn more about each text

Form III (Grade 9)
March Book One

Form IV (Grade 10)
Slaughterhouse-Five

Form V (Grade 11)
Nickel and Dimed

Form VI (Grade 12)
This I Believe

ADVISORY BOOK FOR FORM III
All third-formers read the same book

We Are Displaced

ADVISORY BOOKS FOR FORMS IV, V, VI
Click your advisor’s name to find your book

Josh Baringer - Of Mice and Men
David Barndollar - World War Z
Cari Batchelar - Dead Poets Society
Kate Binnie - When All Is Said
Natalie Bobek - The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
Pam Boehm - Unraveled
Michael Bowen - How the Word is Passed
Hannah Boyer - Lessons from Lucy
Dan Coyne - A Walk in the Woods
Alison Daniel - The Hate U Give
Paul Ejzak - Dracula
Lucas Frankel - The Other Wes Moore
Chad Fularz - Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep
Liz Garvey - All The Light We Cannot See
Bob Grandizio - Unmasked
Russell Grant - Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep
Dawson Haytock - Three Men in a Boat
Julie Hertz - Every Last Word
Dek Ingraham - The Parable of the Sower
Justin Jackson-Strong - The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms
Kelsey Leigh - Test Drive
Natasha Lopez - Clap When You Land

Mary Lynch - Everything Sad is Untrue
John Mabold- The Country of the Pointed Firs
Joseph Martens - Empire of Pain
Rachel McCool - The Lathe of Heaven
Jeffrey Miller - The Princess Bride
Lindsey Myers - Everything Sad is Untrue
Stan Nevola - The Hunt for Red October
Tara O'Brien - The Heiress of Pittsburgh
Joseph Palmer - Endure
Kevin Polke - Influence
Scott Peterson - The Alloy of Law
Devon Renock - The River Why
Jesse Robinson - The Zombie Survival Guide
Carol Schneider - Channel Kindness
Jill Schumacher - Endurance
Michael Solomon - A Man for All Seasons
Betsy Vuchinich - A Man Called Ove
Greg Weiss - When Breath Becomes Air
Matt Weiss - Project Hail Mary
Susan Whitney - Lessons from Lucy
Amy Yam - The Nickel Boys
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All Form III

We Are Displaced: my journey and stories
from refugee girls around the world
By Malala Yousafzai

In her powerful new book, Nobel Peace Prize winner
and New York Times-bestselling author Malala
Yousafzai introduces some of the people behind the
statistics and news stories about the millions of people
displaced worldwide.

Malala’s experiences visiting refugee camps caused her
to reconsider her own displacement – first as an
Internally Displaced Person when she was a young child

in Pakistan, and then as an international activist who could travel anywhere in the
world except to the home she loved. In We Are Displaced, which is part memoir,
part communal storytelling, Malala not only explores her own story, but she also
shares the personal stories of some of the incredible girls she has met on her
journeys – girls who have lost their community, relatives, and often the only world
they've ever known.

In a time of immigration crises, war, and border conflicts, We Are Displaced is an
important reminder from one of the world’s most prominent young activists that
every single one of the 68.5 million currently displaced is a person – often a young
person – with hopes and dreams.

https://bookshop.org/books/we-are-displaced-my-journey-and-stories-from-refugee-girls-aro
und-the-world/9780316523646
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All Form III

March Book One
By John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell

Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon
and key figure of the civil rights movement. His
commitment to justice and nonviolence has taken him
from an Alabama sharecropper's farm to the halls of
Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to the 1963
March on Washington, and from receiving beatings
from state troopers to receiving the Medal of Freedom
from the first African-American president.

March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis'
lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the modern age on the
distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis'
personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights
movement.

Book One spans John Lewis' youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing meeting with
Martin Luther King, Jr., the birth of the Nashville Student Movement, and their
battle to tear down segregation through nonviolent lunch counter sit-ins, building
to a stunning climax on the steps of City Hall.

Many years ago, John Lewis and other student activists drew inspiration from the
1958 comic book Martin Luther King and the Montgomery Story. Now, his own
comics bring those days to life for a new audience, testifying to a movement
whose echoes will be heard for generations.

https://bookshop.org/books/march-book-one-9781603093002/9781603093002
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All Form IV

Slaughterhouse-Five
By Kurt Vonnegut

Billy Pilgrim is the son of an American barber. He
serves as a chaplain's assistant in World War II, is
captured by the Germans, and he survives the largest
massacre in European history, the fire-bombing of
Dresden. After the war Billy makes a great deal of
money as an optometrist, and on his wedding night he
is kidnapped by a flying saucer from the planet
Tralfamadore. So begins a modern classic by a master
storyteller.

https://bookshop.org/books/slaughterhouse-five-or-the-children-s-crusade-a-duty-dance-with-de
ath/9780440180296
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All Form V

Nickel and Dimed: on (not) getting by in
America (20th anniversary edition)
By Barbara Ehrenreich

Millions of Americans work full time, year round, for
poverty-level wages. In 1998, Barbara Ehrenreich
decided to join them. She was inspired in part by the
rhetoric surrounding welfare reform, which promised
that a job--any job--can be the ticket to a better life.
But how does anyone survive, let alone prosper, on $6
an hour?

To find out, Ehrenreich left her home, took the
cheapest lodgings she could find, and accepted whatever jobs she was offered.
Moving from Florida to Maine to Minnesota, she worked as a waitress, a hotel
maid, a cleaning woman, a nursing-home aide, and a Wal-Mart sales clerk. She
lived in trailer parks and crumbling residential motels. Very quickly, she discovered
that no job is truly unskilled, that even the lowliest occupations require exhausting
mental and muscular effort. She also learned that one job is not enough; you need
at least two if you intend to live indoors.

Nickel and Dimed reveals low-rent America in all its tenacity, anxiety, and
surprising generosity--a land of Big Boxes, fast food, and a thousand desperate
stratagems for survival. Read it for the smoldering clarity of Ehrenreich's
perspective and for a rare view of how prosperity looks from the bottom. You will
never see anything--from a motel bathroom to a restaurant meal--in quite the
same way again.

*Please make certain to read the 20th anniversary edition, as the extra content
provided will be necessary for discussion

https://bookshop.org/books/nickel-and-dimed-on-not-getting-by-in-america/9781250808318
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All Form VI

This I Believe: the personal philosophies of
remarkable men and women
Edited by Jay Allison and Dan Gediman

Based on the NPR series of the same name, This I
Believe features eighty Americans--from the famous to
the unknown--completing the thought that the book's
title begins. Each piece compels readers to rethink not
only how they have arrived at their own personal
beliefs but also the extent to which they share them
with others.

Featuring many renowned contributors--including Isabel
Allende, Colin Powell, Gloria Steinem, William F. Buckley Jr., Penn Jillette, Bill
Gates, and John Updike--the collection also contains essays by a Brooklyn lawyer;
a part-time hospital clerk in Rehoboth, Massachusetts; a woman who sells yellow
pages advertising in Fort Worth, Texas; and a man who serves on Rhode Island's
parole board.

The result is a stirring and provocative trip inside the minds and hearts of a
diverse group of people whose beliefs--and the incredibly varied ways in which
they choose to express them--reveal the American spirit at its best.

https://bookshop.org/books/this-i-believe-the-personal-philosophies-of-remarkable-men-and-
women/9780805086584
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Josh Baringer

Of Mice and Men
By John Steinbeck

While the powerlessness of the laboring class is a
recurring theme in Steinbeck's work of the late
1930s, he narrowed his focus when composing "Of
Mice and Men" (1937), creating an intimate portrait
of two men facing a world marked by petty tyranny,
misunderstanding, jealousy, and callousness. But
though the scope is narrow, the theme is universal; a
friendship and a shared dream that makes an
individual's existence meaningful.

https://bookshop.org/books/of-mice-and-men-9789390354689/9780140177398
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David Barndollar

World War Z: an oral history of the
zombie war
By Max Brooks

We survived the zombie apocalypse, but how many of
us are still haunted by that terrible time? We have
(temporarily?) defeated the living dead, but at what
cost? Told in the haunting and riveting voices of the
men and women who witnessed the horror firsthand,
World War Z is the only record of the pandemic.

The Zombie War came unthinkably close to eradicating
humanity. Max Brooks, driven by the urgency of

preserving the acid-etched first-hand experiences of the survivors, traveled across
the United States of America and throughout the world, from decimated cities
that once teemed with upwards of thirty million souls to the most remote and
inhospitable areas of the planet. He recorded the testimony of men, women, and
sometimes children who came face-to-face with the living, or at least the undead,
hell of that dreadful time. World War Z is the result. Never before have we had
access to a document that so powerfully conveys the depth of fear and horror,
and also the ineradicable spirit of resistance, that gripped human society through
the plague years.

https://bookshop.org/books/world-war-z-an-oral-history-of-the-zombie-war-9780307346612/9
780307346612
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Cari Batchelar

Dead Poets Society
By N.H. Kleinbaum

Todd Anderson and his friends at Welton Academy can
hardly believe how different life is since their new
English professor, the flamboyant John Keating, has
challenged them to "make your lives extraordinary! "

Inspired by Keating, the boys resurrect the Dead Poets
Society--a secret club where, free from the constraints
and expectations of school and parents, they let their
passions run wild. As Keating turns the boys on to the
great words of Byron, Shelley, and Keats, they discover

not only the beauty of language, but the importance of making each moment
count.

But the Dead Poets pledges soon realize that their newfound freedom can have
tragic consequences. Can the club and the individuality it inspires survive the
pressure from authorities determined to destroy their dreams?

https://bookshop.org/books/dead-poets-society/9781401308773
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Kate Binnie

When All Is Said
By Anne Griffin

If you had to pick five people to sum up your life, who
would they be? If you were to raise a glass to each of
them, what would you say? And what would you learn
about yourself, when all is said?

At the bar of a grand hotel in a small Irish town sits
84-year-old Maurice Hannigan. He's alone, as usual --
though tonight is anything but. Pull up a stool and
charge your glass, because Maurice is finally ready to tell
his story.

Over the course of this evening, he will raise five toasts to the five people who
have meant the most to him. Through these stories - of unspoken joy and regret,
a secret tragedy kept hidden, a fierce love that never found its voice - the life of
one man will be powerfully and poignantly laid bare.

Beautifully heart-warming and deeply felt, the voice of Maurice Hannigan will stay
with you long after all is said and done.

https://bookshop.org/books/when-all-is-said/9781250251336
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Natalie Bobek

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
By Douglas Adams

It's an ordinary Thursday morning for Arthur Dent . . .
until his house gets demolished. The Earth follows
shortly after to make way for a new hyperspace
express route, and Arthur's best friend has just
announced that he's an alien.

After that, things get much, much worse.
With just a towel, a small yellow fish, and a book,
Arthur has to navigate through a very hostile universe
in the company of a gang of unreliable aliens. Luckily

the fish is quite good at languages. And the book is The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy . . . which helpfully has the words DON'T PANIC inscribed in large,
friendly letters on its cover.

Douglas Adams's mega-selling pop-culture classic sends logic into orbit, plays
havoc with both time and physics, offers up pithy commentary on such things as
ballpoint pens, potted plants, and digital watches . . . and, most important, reveals
the ultimate answer to life, the universe, and everything.
Now, if you could only figure out the question. . . .

https://bookshop.org/books/the-hitchhiker-s-guide-to-the-galaxy-9780345391803/9780345391
803
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Pam Boehm

Unraveled: the life and death of a garment
By Maxine Bédat

A groundbreaking chronicle of the birth--and death--of a
pair of jeans, that exposes the fractures in our global supply
chains, and our relationships to each other, ourselves, and
the planet. Take a look at your favorite pair of jeans. Maybe
you bought them on Amazon or the Gap; maybe the tag
says Made in Bangladesh or Made in Sri Lanka. But do you
know where they really came from, how many thousands of
miles they crossed, or the number of hands who picked,
spun, wove, dyed, packaged, shipped, and sold them to get
to you? The fashion industry operates with radical opacity,
and it's only getting worse to disguise countless

environmental and labor abuses. It epitomizes the ravages inherent in the global
economy, and all in the name of ensuring that we keep buying more while thinking less
about its real cost.

In Unraveled, entrepreneur, researcher, and advocate Maxine Bédat follows the life of an
American icon--a pair of jeans--to reveal what really happens to give us our clothes. We
visit a Texas cotton farm figuring out how to thrive without relying on fertilizers that
poison the earth. Inside dyeing and weaving factories in China, where chemicals that are
banned in the West slosh on factory floors and drain into waterways used to irrigate
local family farms. Sewing floors in Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are crammed with women
working for illegally low wages to produce garments as efficiently as machines. Back in
America, our jeans get stowed, picked, and shipped out by Amazon warehouse workers
pressed to be as quick as the robots primed to replace them. Finally, those jeans we had
to have get sent to landfills--or, if they've been donated, shipped back around the world
to Africa, where they're sold for pennies in secondhand markets or buried and burned in
mountains of garbage. A sprawling, deeply researched, and provocative tour-de-force,
Unraveled is not just the story of a pair of pants, but also the story of our global
economy and our role in it. Told with piercing insight and unprecedented reporting,
Unraveled challenges us to use our relationship with our jeans--and all that we wear--to
reclaim our central role as citizens to refashion a society in which all people can thrive
and preserve the planet for generations to come.

https://bookshop.org/books/unraveled-the-life-and-death-of-a-garment/9780593085974
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Mike Bowen

How the Word is Passed: a reckoning with
the history of slavery in America
By Clint Smith

This compelling #1 New York Times bestseller examines
the legacy of slavery in America--and how both history
and activism continue to shape our everyday lives.
Beginning in his hometown of New Orleans, Clint Smith
leads the reader on an unforgettable tour of monuments
and landmarks--those that are honest about the past and
those that are not--that offer an intergenerational story
of how slavery has been central in shaping our nation's

collective history, and ourselves.
It is the story of the Monticello Plantation in Virginia, the estate where Thomas
Jefferson wrote letters espousing the urgent need for liberty while enslaving more
than four hundred people. It is the story of the Whitney Plantation, one of the
only former plantations devoted to preserving the experience of the enslaved
people whose lives and work sustained it. It is the story of Angola, a former
plantation-turned-maximum-security prison in Louisiana that is filled with Black
men who work across the 18,000-acre land for virtually no pay. And it is the story
of Blandford Cemetery, the final resting place of tens of thousands of Confederate
soldiers.
A deeply researched and transporting exploration of the legacy of slavery and its
imprint on centuries of American history, How the Word Is Passed illustrates how
some of our country's most essential stories are hidden in plain view--whether in
places we might drive by on our way to work, holidays such as Juneteenth, or
entire neighborhoods like downtown Manhattan, where the brutal history of the
trade in enslaved men, women, and children has been deeply imprinted.
Informed by scholarship and brought to life by the story of people living today,
Smith's debut work of nonfiction is a landmark of reflection and insight that offers
a new understanding of the hopeful role that memory and history can play in
making sense of our country and how it has come to be.

https://bookshop.org/books/how-the-word-is-passed-a-reckoning-with-the-history-of-slavery-a
cross-america/9780316492935
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Hannah Boyer, Sue Whitney

Lessons from Lucy: the simple joys of an
old, happy dog
By Dave Barry

As Dave Barry turns seventy--not happily--he realizes
that his dog, Lucy, is dealing with old age far better than
he is. She has more friends, fewer worries, and way
more fun. So Dave decides to figure out how Lucy
manages to stay so happy, to see if he can make his own
life happier by doing the things she does (except for
drinking from the toilet). He reconnects with old friends
and tries to make new ones--which turns out to be a

struggle, because Lucy likes people a lot more than he does. And he gets back in
touch with two ridiculous but fun groups from his past: the Lawn Rangers, a group
of guys who march in parades pushing lawnmowers and twirling brooms (alcohol
is involved), and the Rock Bottom Remainders, the world's oldest and
least-talented all-author band. With each new lesson, Dave riffs hilariously on
dogs, people, and life in general, while also pondering Deep Questions, such as
when it's okay to lie. (Answer: when scallops are involved.)

https://bookshop.org/books/lessons-from-lucy-the-simple-joys-of-an-old-happy-dog-97815082
58711/9781501161162
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Dan Coyne

A Walk in the Woods: rediscovering
America on the Appalachian Trail
By Bill Bryson

Back in America after twenty years in Britain, Bill
Bryson decided to reacquaint himself with his native
country by walking the 2,100-mile Appalachian Trail,
which stretches from Georgia to Maine. The AT offers
an astonishing landscape of silent forests and sparkling
lakes--and to a writer with the comic genius of Bill
Bryson, it also provides endless opportunities to
witness the majestic silliness of his fellow human beings.
For a start there's the gloriously out-of-shape Stephen

Katz, a buddy from Iowa along for the walk. But A Walk in the Woods is more
than just a laugh-out-loud hike. Bryson's acute eye is a wise witness to this
beautiful but fragile trail, and as he tells its fascinating history, he makes a moving
plea for the conservation of America's last great wilderness. An adventure, a
comedy, and a celebration, A Walk in the Woods is a modern classic of travel
literature.

https://bookshop.org/books/a-walk-in-the-woods-rediscovering-america-on-the-appalachian-tr
ail/9780767902526
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Alison Daniel

The Hate U Give
By Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two
worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the
fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy
balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend
Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was
unarmed.

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some
are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a

gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and
the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to
know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can
answer that is Starr.

But what Starr does--or does not--say could upend her community. It could also
endanger her life.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-hate-u-give-9781432893378/9780062498533
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Paul Ejzak

Dracula
By Bram Stoker

When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help
Count Dracula purchase a London house, he makes
horrifying discoveries in his client's castle. Soon
afterwards, disturbing incidents unfold in England: a ship
runs aground on the shores of Whitby, its crew
vanished; beautiful Lucy Westenra slowly succumbs to a
mysterious, wasting illness, her blood drained away; and
the lunatic Renfield raves about the imminent arrival of
his 'master'. In the ensuing battle of wills between the
sinister Count and a determined group of adversaries -
led by the intrepid vampire hunter Abraham van

Helsing - Bram Stoker created a masterpiece of the horror genre, probing into
questions of identity, sanity and the dark corners of Victorian sexuality and desire.

https://bookshop.org/books/dracula-penguin-classics-deluxe-edition-9780143106166/978014310
6166
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Lucas Frankel

The Other Wes Moore: one name, two
fates
By Wes Moore

In December 2000, the Baltimore Sun ran a small piece
about Wes Moore, a local student who had just
received a Rhodes Scholarship. The same paper also ran
a series of articles about four young men who had
allegedly killed a police officer in a spectacularly botched
armed robbery. The police were still hunting for two of
the suspects who had gone on the lam, a pair of
brothers. One was named Wes Moore.

Wes just couldn't shake off the unsettling coincidence, or the inkling that the two
shared much more than space in the same newspaper. After following the story of
the robbery, the manhunt, and the trial to its conclusion, he wrote a letter to the
other Wes, now a convicted murderer serving a life sentence without the
possibility of parole. His letter tentatively asked the questions that had been
haunting him: Who are you? How did this happen?

That letter led to a correspondence and relationship that has lasted for several
years. Over dozens of letters and prison visits, Wes discovered that the other
Wes had had a life not unlike his own: Both had had difficult childhoods, both
were fatherless; they'd hung out on similar corners with similar crews, and both
had run into trouble with the police. At each stage of their young lives they had
come across similar moments of decision, yet their choices would lead them to
astonishingly different destinies.

Told in alternating dramatic narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching
losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the
story of a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-other-wes-moore-one-name-two-fates/9780385528207
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Chad Fularz, Russel Grant

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
By Philip K. Dick

By 2021, the World War had killed millions, driving
entire species into extinction and sending mankind
off-planet. Those who remained coveted any living
creature, and for people who couldn't afford one,
companies built incredibly realistic simulacrae: horses,
birds, cats, sheep. . .

They even built humans.

Emigrees to Mars received androids so sophisticated it
was impossible to tell them from true men or women. Fearful of the havoc these
artificial humans could wreak, the government banned them from Earth. But when
androids didn't want to be identified, they just blended in.

Rick Deckard was an officially sanctioned bounty hunter whose job was to find
rogue androids, and to retire them. But cornered, androids tended to fight back,
with deadly results.

https://bookshop.org/books/do-androids-dream-of-electric-sheep/9780345404473
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Elizabeth Garvey

All The Light We Cannot See
By Anthony Doerr

Marie-Laure lives in Paris near the Museum of Natural
History, where her father works. When she is twelve,
the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to
the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure's
reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea.
With them they carry what might be the museum's
most valuable and dangerous jewel.

In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an
orphan, grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by

a crude radio they find that brings them news and stories from places they have
never seen or imagined. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these
crucial new instruments and is enlisted to use his talent to track down the
resistance. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, Doerr
illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one another.

https://bookshop.org/books/all-the-light-we-cannot-see/9781501173219
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Bob Grandizio

Unmasked: my life solving America’s cold
cases
By Paul Holes

Crime solving for me is more complex than the
challenge of the hunt, or the process of piecing together
a scientific puzzle. The thought of good people suffering
drives me, for better or worse, to the point of
obsession. People always ask how I am able to detach
from the horrors of my work. Part of it is an innate
capacity to compartmentalize; the rest is experience and
exposure, and I’ve had plenty of both. But I have always
taken pride in the fact that I can keep my feelings locked

up to get the job done. It’s only been recently that it feels like all that suppressed
darkness is beginning to seep out.

When I look back at my long career, there is a lot I am proud of. I have caught
some of the most notorious killers of the twenty-first century and brought justice
and closure for their victims and families. I want to tell you about a lifetime solving
these cold cases, from Laci Peterson to Jaycee Dugard to the Pittsburg homicides
to, yes, my twenty-year-long hunt for the Golden State Killer.

But a deeper question eats at me as I ask myself, at what cost? I have sacrificed
relationships, joy—even fatherhood—because the pursuit of evil always came first.
Did I make the right choice? It’s something I grapple with every day. Yet as I stand
in the spot where a young girl took her last breath, as I look into the eyes of her
family, I know that, for me, there has never been a choice. “I don’t know if I can
solve your case,” I whisper. “But I promise I will do my best.”

It is a promise I know I can keep.

https://bookshop.org/books/unmasked-my-life-solving-america-s-cold-cases-9781250876270/9
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Dawson Haytock

Three Men in a Boat
By Jerome K. Jerome

When J. the narrator, George, Harris and Montmorency
the dog set off on their hilarious misadventures, they can
hardly predict the troubles that lie ahead with
tow-ropes, unreliable weather-forecasts, imaginary
illnesses, butter pats and tins of pineapple chunks.
Denounced as vulgar by the literary establishment,
Three Men in a Boat nevertheless caught the spirit of the
times. The expansion of education and the increase in
office workers created a new mass readership, and
Jerome's book was especially popular among the

'clerking classes' who longed to be 'free from that fretful haste, that vehement
striving, that is every day becoming more and more the bane of
nineteenth-century life.'

So popular did it prove that Jerome reunited his heroes for a bicycle tour of
Germany. Despite some sharp, and with hindsight, prophetic observations of the
country, Three Men on the Bummel describes an equally picaresque journey
constrained only 'by the necessity of getting back within a given time to the point
from which one started'.

https://bookshop.org/books/three-men-in-a-boat-three-men-on-the-bummel-9780140437508/
9780140437508
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Julie Hertz

Every Last Word
By Tamara Ireland Stone

Samantha McAllister looks just like the rest of the
popular girls in her junior class. But hidden beneath
the straightened hair and expertly applied makeup is a
secret that her friends would never understand: Sam
has Purely-Obsessional OCD and is consumed by a
stream of dark thoughts and worries that she can't
turn off.

Second-guessing every move, thought, and word
makes daily life a struggle, and it doesn't help that her
lifelong friends will turn toxic at the first sign of a

wrong outfit, wrong lunch, or wrong crush. Yet Sam knows she'd be truly crazy to
leave the protection of the most popular girls in school. So when Sam meets
Caroline, she has to keep her new friend with a refreshing sense of humor and no
style a secret, right up there with Sam's weekly visits to her psychiatrist.

Caroline introduces Sam to Poet's Corner, a hidden room and a tight-knit group
of misfits who have been ignored by the school at large. Sam is drawn to them
immediately, especially a guitar-playing guy with a talent for verse, and starts to
discover a whole new side of herself. Slowly, she begins to feel more "normal"
than she ever has as part of the popular crowd . . . until she finds a new reason to
question her sanity and all she holds dear.

https://bookshop.org/books/every-last-word/9781484723647
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Dek Ingraham

Parable of the Sower
By Octavia E. Butler

When global climate change and economic crises lead to
social chaos in the early 2020s, California becomes full of
dangers, from pervasive water shortage to masses of
vagabonds who will do anything to live to see another
day. Fifteen-year-old Lauren Olamina lives inside a gated
community with her preacher father, family, and
neighbors, sheltered from the surrounding anarchy. In a
society where any vulnerability is a risk, she suffers from
hyperempathy, a debilitating sensitivity to others'
emotions.

Precocious and clear-eyed, Lauren must make her voice heard in order to protect
her loved ones from the imminent disasters her small community stubbornly
ignores. But what begins as a fight for survival soon leads to something much
more: the birth of a new faith . . . and a startling vision of human destiny.

https://bookshop.org/books/parable-of-the-sower/9781538732182
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Justin Jackson-Strong

The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms
By N. K. Jemisin

After her mother's mysterious death, a young woman
is summoned to the floating city of Sky in order to
claim a royal inheritance she never knew existed in the
first book in this award-winning fantasy trilogy from
the NYT bestselling author of The Fifth Season.
Yeine Darr is an outcast from the barbarian north. But
when her mother dies under mysterious
circumstances, she is summoned to the majestic city of
Sky. There, to her shock, Yeine is named an heiress to
the king. But the throne of the Hundred Thousand
Kingdoms is not easily won, and Yeine is thrust into a

vicious power struggle with cousins she never knew she had. As she fights for her
life, she draws ever closer to the secrets of her mother's death and her family's
bloody history.
With the fate of the world hanging in the balance, Yeine will learn how perilous it
can be when love and hate -- and gods and mortals -- are bound inseparably
together.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-hundred-thousand-kingdoms/9780316043915
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Kelsey Leigh

Test Drive
By Patrick McGinty

Janice "Pegs" Pegula, a mechanic and test driver at a
driverless car company in 2030 Pittsburgh, does not
steal from her employer. Not necessarily. She skims-a
tire here, a battery there, reselling parts from the supply
room to save for a higher, drier apartment. Surge season
is about to hit, bringing with it hurricane-like winds,
public protests for better surge pay, and desperate
modifications to driverless prototypes by companies
who see the climate emergency as a final chance to
prove their social purpose. Dodging delivery drones on

her test drives and tech bros on her maintenance shifts, Pegs struggles to keep
everyone happy-bosses and family, the mechanic buying her parts, and her
expanding crew of fellow skimmers. When the group decides to acquire and strip
a full driverless prototype, driving-and life-gets even more risky in this first
fictional work to dramatize the existential crises faced by individuals working in
the driverless car sector.

This title was recently released on May 24, 2022. The official book launch party is on Friday, June
3rd at White Whale Bookstore. Check out this link to learn more! The store will have extra copies
of the book on hand for purchase, and it can also be purchased on Amazon.

https://www.amazon.com/Test-Drive-Patrick-McGinty/dp/1955593000/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=t
est+drive+patrick+mcginty&qid=1653057504&sprefix=test+drive+patric%2Caps%2C64&sr=8-1
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Natasha Lopez

Clap When You Land
By Elizabeth Acevedo

In a novel-in-verse that brims with grief and love,
National Book Award-winning and New York Times
bestselling author Elizabeth Acevedo writes about the
devastation of loss, the difficulty of forgiveness, and the
bittersweet bonds that shape our lives.

Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father
visits her in the Dominican Republic. But this time, on
the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino
arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying people...

In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal's office, where her mother
is waiting to tell her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane crash.

Separated by distance--and Papi's secrets--the two girls are forced to face a new
reality in which their father is dead and their lives are forever altered.

And then, when it seems like they've lost everything of their father, they learn of
each other.

https://bookshop.org/books/clap-when-you-land/9780062882769
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Mary Lynch, Lindsey Myers

Everything Sad is Untrue
By Daniel Nayeri

A sprawling, evocative, and groundbreaking
autobiographical novel told in the unforgettable and
hilarious voice of a young Iranian refugee. It is a
powerfully layered novel that poses the questions: Who
owns the truth? Who speaks it? Who believes it?

A patchwork story is the shame of the refugee, Nayeri
writes early in the novel. In an Oklahoman middle
school, Khosrou (whom everyone calls Daniel) stands in
front of a skeptical audience of classmates, telling the

tales of his family's history, stretching back years, decades, and centuries. At the
core is Daniel's story of how they became refugees--starting with his mother's
vocal embrace of Christianity in a country that made such a thing a capital offense,
and continuing through their midnight flight from the secret police, bribing their
way onto a plane-to-anywhere.

Anywhere becomes the sad, cement refugee camps of Italy, and then finally asylum
in the U.S. Implementing a distinct literary style and challenging western narrative
structures, Nayeri deftly weaves through stories of the long and beautiful history
of his family in Iran, adding a richness of ancient tales and Persian folklore.

https://bookshop.org/books/everything-sad-is-untrue-a-true-story/9781646140008
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John Mabold

The Country of the Pointed Firs
By Sarah Orne Jewett

A rich collection of classic American literature
portraying the beauty of a 19th-century New England
town.

A female writer comes one summer to Dunnet Landing,
a Maine seacoast town, where she follows the lonely
inhabitants of once-prosperous coastal communities.
Here, lives are molded by the long Maine winters,
rock-filled fields and strong resourceful women.

Throughout Sarah Orne Jewett's novel and stories, these quiet tales of a simpler
American life capture the inspirational in the everyday: the importance of honest
friendships, the value of family, and the gift of community.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-country-of-the-pointed-firs-and-other-stories-9780451531445
/9780451531445

Click HERE to return to the Table of Contents

30

https://bookshop.org/books/the-country-of-the-pointed-firs-and-other-stories-9780451531445/9780451531445
https://bookshop.org/books/the-country-of-the-pointed-firs-and-other-stories-9780451531445/9780451531445


Joseph Martens

Empire of Pain: the secret history of the
Sackler dynasty
By Patrick Radden Keefe

The history of the Sackler dynasty is rife with
drama--baroque personal lives; bitter disputes over
estates; fistfights in boardrooms; glittering art
collections; Machiavellian courtroom maneuvers; and
the calculated use of money to burnish reputations and
crush the less powerful. The Sackler name has adorned
the walls of many storied institutions--Harvard, the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Oxford, the Louvre. They
are one of the richest families in the world, known for

their lavish donations to the arts and the sciences. The source of the family
fortune was vague, however, until it emerged that the Sacklers were responsible
for making and marketing a blockbuster painkiller that was the catalyst for the
opioid crisis.

This is the saga of three generations of a single family and the mark they would
leave on the world, a tale that moves from the bustling streets of early
twentieth-century Brooklyn to the seaside palaces of Greenwich, Connecticut,
and Cap d'Antibes to the corridors of power in Washington, D.C. Empire of Pain
chronicles the multiple investigations of the Sacklers and their company, and the
scorched-earth legal tactics that the family has used to evade accountability.

Empire of Pain is a masterpiece of narrative reporting and writing, exhaustively
documented and ferociously compelling. It is a portrait of the excesses of
America's second Gilded Age, a study of impunity among the super elite and a
relentless investigation of the naked greed and indifference to human suffering that
built one of the world's great fortunes.
Product Details

https://bookshop.org/books/empire-of-pain-the-secret-history-of-the-sackler-dynasty-9780593
416280/9780385545686
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Rachel McCool

The Lathe of Heaven
By Ursula K. Le Guin

"The Lathe of Heaven" is George Orr's story - a man
who dreams things into being, for better or for worse. It
is a dark vision and a warning - a fable of power
uncontrolled and uncontrollable - a truly prescient and
startling view of humanity, and the consequences of
God-playing. It is, quite simply, a masterpiece.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-lathe-of-heaven/9781416556961
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Jeffrey Miller

The Princess Bride
By William Goldman

What happens when the most beautiful girl in the world
marries the handsomest prince of all time and he turns
out to be...well...a lot less than the man of her dreams?

As a boy, William Goldman claims, he loved to hear his
father read the S. Morgenstern classic, The Princess
Bride. But as a grown-up he discovered that the boring
parts were left out of good old Dad's recitation, and
only the "good parts" reached his ears.

Now Goldman does Dad one better. He's reconstructed the "Good Parts
Version" to delight wise kids and wide-eyed grownups everywhere.

What's it about? Fencing. Fighting. True Love. Strong Hate. Harsh Revenge. A Few
Giants. Lots of Bad Men. Lots of Good Men. Five or Six Beautiful Women.
Beasties Monstrous and Gentle. Some Swell Escapes and Captures. Death, Lies,
Truth, Miracles, and a Little Sex.

In short, it's about everything.

*Summary from Goodreads.com

https://bookshop.org/books/the-princess-bride-s-morgenstern-s-classic-tale-of-true-love-and-hig
h-adventure-9780151015443/9780151015443
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Stan Nevola

The Hunt for Red October
By Tom Clancy

Somewhere under the freezing Atlantic, a Soviet sub
commander has just made a fateful decision. The Red
October is heading west. The Americans want her. The
Russians want her back. The chase for the highly
advanced nuclear submarine is on—and there’s only one
man who can find her...

Brilliant CIA analyst Jack Ryan has little interest in
fieldwork, but when covert photographs of Red October
land on his desk, Ryan soon finds himself in the middle of

a high-stakes game of hide-and-seek played by two world powers—a game that
could end in all-out war. (from Amazon)

https://bookshop.org/books/the-hunt-for-red-october-movie-tie-in/9780440001027
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Tara O’Brien

The Heiress of Pittsburgh
By Ken Gormley

Attorney Shawn Rossi could have earned a fortune. He
could have worked at big firms in booming cities and
sunnier climes. Instead, he returned to Pittsburgh, the
struggling steel town of his youth -- to help regular
people.

And now he's doubting his life decisions.

His wife has just died and his teenage daughters are
getting piercings and staying out all night. His professional
life is equally in shambles: He's handling an unwinnable

estate contest and representing the one person he vowed never to get near again:
his ex-college flame, Marjorie.

Even for Rossi, this case appears hopeless. A coffin shows up with the wrong
corpse. Nuns from a secretive home for unwed mothers can't break their vows of
silence to testify. The family is about to lose everything.

New York Times bestselling author Ken Gormley delivers a powerful drama about
the decent, largely-forgotten qualities that once were the bedrock of simple towns
whose inhabitants built America. The Heiress of Pittsburgh reawakens hope that
the precious qualities of past generations can be reimagined to create a dazzling
new future. But only if a few courageous people are willing to boldly redefine
success.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-heiress-of-pittsburgh/9781620065242

Click HERE to return to the Table of Contents

35

https://bookshop.org/books/the-heiress-of-pittsburgh/9781620065242


Joseph Palmer

Endure: mind, body, and the curiously
elastic limits of human performance
By Alex Hutchinson

The capacity to endure is the key trait that underlies
great performance in virtually every field. But what if we
all can go farther, push harder, and achieve more than we
think we're capable of?

Blending cutting-edge science and gripping storytelling in
the spirit of Malcolm Gladwell--who contributes the
book's foreword--award-winning journalist Alex
Hutchinson reveals that a wave of paradigm-altering
research over the past decade suggests the seemingly

physical barriers you encounter as set as much by your brain as by your body. This
means the mind is the new frontier of endurance--and that the horizons of
performance are much more elastic than we once thought.

But, of course, it's not "all in your head." For each of the physical limits that
Hutchinson explores--pain, muscle, oxygen, heat, thirst, fuel--he carefully
disentangles the delicate interplay of mind and body by telling the riveting stories
of men and women who've pushed their own limits in extraordinary ways.

The longtime "Sweat Science" columnist for Outside and Runner's World,
Hutchinson, a former national-team long-distance runner and Cambridge-trained
physicist, was one of only two reporters granted access to Nike's top-secret
training project to break the two-hour marathon barrier, an extreme quest he
traces throughout the book. But the lessons he draws from shadowing elite
athletes and from traveling to high-tech labs around the world are surprisingly
universal. Endurance, Hutchinson writes, is "the struggle to continue against a
mounting desire to stop"--and we're always capable of pushing a little farther.

https://bookshop.org/books/endure-mind-body-and-the-curiously-elastic-limits-of-human-perf
ormance/9780062499981
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Kevin Polke

Influence: the psychology of persuasion
By Robert B. Cialdini, Ph.D.

The foundational and wildly popular go-to resource for
influence and persuasion--a renowned international bestseller,
with over 5 million copies sold--now revised adding: new
research, new insights, new examples, and online applications.
In the new edition of this highly acclaimed bestseller, Robert
Cialdini--New York Times bestselling author of Pre-Suasion
and the seminal expert in the fields of influence and
persuasion--explains the psychology of why people say yes
and how to apply these insights ethically in business and
everyday settings. Using memorable stories and relatable
examples, Cialdini makes this crucially important subject
surprisingly easy. With Cialdini as a guide, you don't have to

be a scientist to learn how to use this science. You'll learn Cialdini's Universal Principles
of Influence, including new research and new uses so you can become an even more
skilled persuader--and just as importantly, you'll learn how to defend yourself against
unethical influence attempts. You may think you know these principles, but without
understanding their intricacies, you may be ceding their power to someone else.

Cialdini's Principles of Persuasion:
● Reciprocation
● Commitment and Consistency
● Social Proof
● Liking
● Authority
● Scarcity
● Unity, the newest principle for this edition

Understanding and applying the principles ethically is cost-free and deceptively easy.
Backed by Dr. Cialdini's 35 years of evidence-based, peer-reviewed scientific
research--including a three-year field study on what leads people to change--Influence is
a comprehensive guide to using these principles to move others in your direction.

https://bookshop.org/books/influence-the-psychology-of-persuasion/9780062937650
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Scott Peterson

The Alloy of Law
By Brandon Sanderson

Three hundred years after the events of the Mistborn
trilogy, Scadrial is now on the verge of modernity, with
railroads to supplement the canals, electric lighting in
the streets and the homes of the wealthy, and the first
steel-framed skyscrapers racing for the clouds.
Kelsier, Vin, Elend, Sazed, Spook, and the rest are now
part of history--or religion. Yet even as science and
technology are reaching new heights, the old magics of
Allomancy and Feruchemy continue to play a role in this
reborn world. Out in the frontier lands known as the

Roughs, they are crucial tools for the brave men and women attempting to
establish order and justice.

One such is Waxillium Ladrian, a rare Twinborn, who can Push on metals with his
Allomancy and use Feruchemy to become lighter or heavier at will. After twenty
years in the Roughs, Wax has been forced by family tragedy to return to the
metropolis of Elendel. Now he must reluctantly put away his guns and assume the
duties and dignity incumbent upon the head of a noble house. Or so he thinks,
until he learns the hard way that the mansions and elegant tree-lined streets of
the city can be even more dangerous than the dusty plains of the Roughs.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-alloy-of-law-9781427234315/9780765368546
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Devon Renock

The River Why
By David James Duncan

Since its publication in 1983, The River Why has
become a classic. David James Duncan's sweeping
novel is a coming-of-age comedy about love, nature,
and the quest for self-discovery, written in a voice as
distinct and powerful as any in American letters.
Gus Orviston is a young fly fisherman who leaves
behind his comically schizoid family to find his own
path. Taking refuge in a remote cabin, he sets out in
pursuit of the Pacific Northwest's elusive steelhead.
But what begins as a physical quarry becomes a
spiritual one as his quest for self-knowledge batters

him with unforeseeable experiences.

Profoundly reflective about our connection to nature and to one another, The
River Why is also a comedic rollercoaster. Like Gus, the reader emerges utterly
changed, stripped bare by the journey Duncan so expertly navigates.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-river-why/9780316261227
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Jesse Robinson

The Zombie Survival Guide: complete
protection from the living dead
By Max Brooks

Fully illustrated and exhaustively comprehensive, this book
covers everything you need to know, including how to
understand zombie physiology and behavior, the most
effective defense tactics and weaponry, ways to outfit your
home for a long siege, and how to survive and adapt in any
territory or terrain.
Top 10 Lessons for Surviving a Zombie Attack
1. Organize before they rise!
2. They feel no fear, why should you?

3. Use your head: cut off theirs.
4. Blades don't need reloading.
5. Ideal protection = tight clothes, short hair.
6. Get up the staircase, then destroy it.
7. Get out of the car, get onto the bike.
8. Keep moving, keep low, keep quiet, keep alert!
9. No place is safe, only safer.
10. The zombie may be gone, but the threat lives on.
Don't be carefree and foolish with your most precious asset--life. This book is your key
to survival against the hordes of undead who may be stalking you right now without
your even knowing it. The Zombie Survival Guide offers complete protection through
trusted, proven tips for safeguarding yourself and your loved ones against the living dead.
It is a book that can save your life.

https://bookshop.org/books/the-zombie-survival-guide-complete-protection-from-the-living-de
ad/9781400049622
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Carol Schneider

Channel Kindness
By Lady Gaga, etc.

For Lady Gaga, kindness is the driving force behind everything she
says and does. The quiet power of kindness can change the way
we view one another, our communities, and even ourselves. She
embodies this mission, and through her work, brings more
kindness into our world every single day.

Lady Gaga has always believed in the importance of being yourself,
being kind to yourself, and being kind to others, no matter who
they are or where they come from. With that sentiment in mind,
she and her mother, Cynthia Germanotta, founded Born This Way
Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to making the
world a kinder and braver place. Through the years, they've

collected stories of kindness, bravery and resilience from young people all over the world,
proving that kindness truly is the universal language. And now, we invite you to read these
stories and follow along as each and every young author finds their voice just as Lady Gaga has
found hers.

Within these pages, you'll meet young changemakers who found their inner strength, who
prevailed in the face of bullies, who started their own social movements, who decided to break
through the mental health stigma and share how they felt, who created safe spaces for LGBTQ+
youth, and who have embraced kindness with every fiber of their being by helping others
without the expectation of anything in return.

Not only were we moved by these individual acts of kindness, but we were also touched by the
many stories of organizations, neighborhoods, and entire communities that fully dedicated
themselves to helping those in need and found new, innovative ways to make our world a kinder
and braver place.

Individually and collectively, these stories prove that kindness not only saves lives but builds
community. Kindness is inclusion, it is pride, it is empathy, it is compassion, it is self-respect and
it is the guiding light to love. Kindness is always transformational, and its never-ending ripples
result in even more kind acts that can change our lives, our communities, and our world.

https://bookshop.org/books/channel-kindness-stories-of-kindness-and-community/978125024
5588
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Jill Schumacher

Endurance: Shackleton’s incredible voyage
By Alfred Lansing

Experience one of the greatest adventure stories of the
modern age: The harrowing tale of British explorer
Ernest Shackleton's 1914 attempt to reach the South
Pole.

In August 1914, polar explorer Ernest Shackleton
boarded the Endurance and set sail for Antarctica, where
he planned to cross the last uncharted continent on
foot. In January 1915, after battling its way through a
thousand miles of pack ice and only a day's sail short of

its destination, the Endurance became locked in an island of ice. Thus began the
legendary ordeal of Shackleton and his crew of twenty-seven men. When their
ship was finally crushed between two ice floes, they attempted a near-impossible
journey over 850 miles of the South Atlantic's heaviest seas to the closest outpost
of civilization.

In Endurance, the definitive account of Ernest Shackleton's fateful trip, Alfred
Lansing brilliantly narrates the harrowing and miraculous voyage that has defined
heroism for the modern age.

https://bookshop.org/books/endurance-shackleton-s-incredible-voyage/9780465062881
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Michael Soloman

A Man for All Seasons
By Robert Bolt

The classic dramatization of Sir Thomas More's historic
conflict with Henry VIII--a compelling portrait of a
courageous man who died for his convictions.
Sir Thomas More--the brilliant nobleman, lawyer,
humanist, author of such works as Utopia--was a
long-time friend and favorite of Henry VIII, ascending to
the position of Lord Chancellor in 1529. Yet he was also
a staunch Catholic, and when Henry broke with the
Church in 1531 after the Pope had refused to grant him
a divorce from Catherine of Aragon, More resigned the

Chancellorship. In 1534, Parliament passed a bill requiring all subjects to take an
oath acknowledging the supremacy of England's king over all foreign
sovereigns--including the Pope. More refused, was imprisoned, and finally was
executed in 1535.

An enduring modern classic, A Man for All Seasons challenges the mind, and, in
the end, touches the heart (New York Times).

https://bookshop.org/books/a-man-for-all-seasons/9780679728221
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Betsy Vuchinich

A Man Called Ove
By Fredrik Backman

Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon--the kind of man who
points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars
caught outside his bedroom window. He has staunch
principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call
him "the bitter neighbor from hell." But must Ove be
bitter just because he doesn't walk around with a smile
plastered to his face all the time?

Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a
sadness. So when one November morning a chatty

young couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally
flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of
unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul.
All of which will change one cranky old man and a local residents' association to
their very foundations.

A feel-good story in the spirit of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and Major
Pettigrew's Last Stand, Fredrik Backman's novel about the angry old man next
door is a thoughtful exploration of the profound impact one life has on countless
others.

https://bookshop.org/books/a-man-called-ove/9781476738024
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Greg Weiss

When Breath Becomes Air
By Paul Kalanithi

At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a
decade's worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul
Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One
day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he
was a patient struggling to live. And just like that, the
future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When
Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi's
transformation from a naïve medical student
"possessed," as he wrote, "by the question of what,
given that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and

meaningful life" into a neurosurgeon at Stanford working in the brain, the most
critical place for human identity, and finally into a patient and new father
confronting his own mortality.

What makes life worth living in the face of death? What do you do when the
future, no longer a ladder toward your goals in life, flattens out into a perpetual
present? What does it mean to have a child, to nurture a new life as another fades
away? These are some of the questions Kalanithi wrestles with in this profoundly
moving, exquisitely observed memoir.

Paul Kalanithi died in March 2015, while working on this book, yet his words live
on as a guide and a gift to us all. "I began to realize that coming face to face with
my own mortality, in a sense, had changed nothing and everything," he wrote.
"Seven words from Samuel Beckett began to repeat in my head: 'I can't go on. I'll
go on.'" When Breath Becomes Air is an unforgettable, life-affirming reflection on
the challenge of facing death and on the relationship between doctor and patient,
from a brilliant writer who became both.

https://bookshop.org/books/when-breath-becomes-air/9780812988406
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Matt Weiss

Project Hail Mary
By Andy Weir

Ryland Grace is the sole survivor on a desperate,
last-chance mission--and if he fails, humanity and the
earth itself will perish.Except that right now, he doesn't
know that. He can't even remember his own name, let
alone the nature of his assignment or how to complete
it.

All he knows is that he's been asleep for a very, very
long time. And he's just been awakened to find himself
millions of miles from home, with nothing but two

corpses for company.His crewmates dead, his memories fuzzily returning, Ryland
realizes that an impossible task now confronts him. Hurtling through space on this
tiny ship, it's up to him to puzzle out an impossible scientific mystery--and
conquer an extinction-level threat to our species.

And with the clock ticking down and the nearest human being light-years away,
he's got to do it all alone.

Or does he?

An irresistible interstellar adventure as only Andy Weir could deliver, Project Hail
Mary is a tale of discovery, speculation, and survival to rival The Martian--while
taking us to places it never dreamed of going.

https://bookshop.org/books/project-hail-mary/9780593135204
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Amy Yam
The Nickel Boys
By Colson Whitehead

In this Pulitzer Prize-winning follow-up to The
Underground Railroad, Colson Whitehead brilliantly
dramatizes another strand of American history through
the story of two boys unjustly sentenced to a hellish
reform school in Jim Crow-era Florida.
When Elwood Curtis, a black boy growing up in 1960s
Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a juvenile
reformatory called the Nickel Academy, he finds himself
trapped in a grotesque chamber of horrors. Elwood's
only salvation is his friendship with fellow "delinquent"

Turner, which deepens despite Turner's conviction that Elwood is hopelessly naive,
that the world is crooked, and that the only way to survive is to scheme and avoid
trouble. As life at the Academy becomes ever more perilous, the tension between
Elwood's ideals and Turner's skepticism leads to a decision whose repercussions
will echo down the decades.

Based on the real story of a reform school that operated for 111 years and
warped the lives of thousands of children, The Nickel Boys is a devastating, driven
narrative that showcases a great American novelist writing at the height of his
powers and "should further cement Whitehead as one of his generation's best
(Entertainment Weekly).

https://bookshop.org/books/the-nickel-boys/9780345804341
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