
The Ezekiel Project 
theezekielproject.com  

 

CCHD Grant: $40,000 

The Response: 
 After contacting the local diocese with initial findings in July, American Life League never heard back.    
  
On 8 August 2012, ALL received a letter from the Diocese of Pittsburgh stating that the Gamaliel Foundation claimed to have formally 
dissolved its membership in the Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM) in May of 2010 because of FIRM’s public call to include 
LGBT rights in immigration reform.  As evidence, Gamaliel provided CCHD with a copy of a letter dated May 2010 addressed to FIRM, 
announcing its departure from FIRM as a member.   
  
Further evidence discovered by American Life League proved that this claim was untrue.  As the following evidence will illustrate, 
Gamaliel was not only a member of FIRM over a year and a half after the alleged departure letter from FIRM, but also that Gamaliel 
was nominated to FIRM’s steering committee in December 2011. 
 
ALL scheduled a meeting with the Executive Director of National CCHD to discuss the report.  The meeting was subsequently cancelled 
by CCHD with the explanation, “we see no reason to meet at this time.” 

The Problem: 
•  Affiliate of the Gamaliel Foundation, which supplied false information to National CCHD about its relationship with the Fair 
Immigration Reform movement 

http://theezekielproject.com/
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The Review and Renewal of the Campaign for Human Development specifically states that “CCHD will 
not fund groups that are members of coalitions which have as their organizational purpose or 
coalition agenda, positions or actions that contradict fundamental Catholic moral and social 

teaching.”  The following coalition membership in this report is a clear violation of this guideline. 

http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf  

http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf


The Ezekiel Project is an affiliate of the Gamaliel Foundation.  

http://www.gamaliel.org/Contact/Directory/States.aspx#CALIFORNIA  

http://www.gamaliel.org/Contact/Directory/States.aspx


http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM%20Memberhsip%20Map%202011.pdf  

The Gamaliel Foundation is a 
member of the Fair Immigration 

Reform Movement (FIRM). 
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http://fairimmigration.org/2010/03/02/standing-firm-for-all-families-firm-calls-for-lgbt-inclusion/  

In 2010, as a member of FIRM, the Gamaliel 
Foundation added its voice to FIRM’s call for 

LGBT inclusion in immigration reform. 

Standing FIRM for All Families: FIRM calls for LGBT inclusion 
Posted on March 2, 2010 by rachelfirm | 2 Comments  

Today, the Fair Immigration Reform Movement, a coalition of grassroots 
organizations, released the following statement calling for LGBT inclusion in 
comprehensive immigration reform: 
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FIRM Statement on Uniting American Families Act (UAFA) 

 
We are moved by stories of bi-national couples who are fighting to keep their families together amidst a broken immigration 

system.  Thousands of bi-national couples who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) are at risk of separation.  With no 

clear pathway towards legalization nor federal recognition of same-sex couples, these couples live constantly in a state of fear or exile. 

 

We believe that keeping families together should be an integral part of comprehensive immigration reform.   We believe that we 

strengthen our communities and our nation when we support the right of all families to stay together, including LGBT families. 

 

This is why we support the Uniting American Families Act (UAFA).  UAFA would add the term “permanent partner” to those sections of 

the Immigration and Naturalization Act that apply to legally married couples.  Under UAFA, a “permanent partner” is an adult who is in a 

committed, intimate relationship with another adult in “which both parties intend a lifelong commitment.”  This legislation would afford 

equal immigration benefits to permanent partnerships as exist for married heterosexuals. 

 

While we believe that comprehensive immigration reform will benefit lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) immigrants, we 

recognize that the intersection of migration, sexuality and gender expression impact LGBT immigrants in disparate ways.   Issues of 

detention, deportation and asylum are not only issues of dignity for LGBT immigrants, but often also issues of safety.  We must remember 

these experiences in the struggle for immigration reform. 

 

We need solidarity across movements in order to build the power necessary to achieve justice for all our communities.  Such solidarity 

means that we recognize the multiple ways that people across lines of race, class, gender, sexuality, and ability experience 

immigration.  We must work to build strategic relationships that lift up the most vulnerable among us in the struggle for just and humane 

immigration reform.  This includes the lives and experiences of LGBT immigrants. 

 

Marissa Graciosa, director of FIRM, says: 

 

“There is power in our diversity, but we must honor that diversity.  And it starts with keeping all families from all backgrounds 

together.  This is why we support the Uniting American Families Act.” 

This statement from FIRM makes abundantly 
clear the intention of the entire organization, 

and its members, to include homosexual 
activism in immigration reform. 



In a letter dated 8 August 2012, the director of the CCHD for the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh reported that the Gamaliel Foundation 

claimed that it severed ties with the pro-homosexual Fair 
Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM) in May of 2010, BEFORE 

Gamaliel affiliate Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN) 
received its 2011-2012 grant from the CCHD. 

Further evidence illustrates that not only was the 
Gamaliel Foundation still a member of FIRM as 
recently as 9 December 2011, but the Gamaliel 

Foundation and FIRM both took measures to hide 
this relationship AFTER the CCHD asked the Gamaliel 

Foundation about its relationship with FIRM. 



“The Gamaliel Foundation, in compliance with Catholic teaching reflected in CCHD guidelines, 
severed relations with the Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM) in May 2010.  
... 
According to Gamaliel, soon after they became aware of FIRM’s statement, the Foundation cut all 
ties to FIRM.” 

According to the letter from 8 August 2012: 

What follows is solid evidence that illustrates the false nature of Gamaliel’s claim.  In summary: 
 

•  The Gamaliel Foundation participated in a monthly FIRM membership conference call on 9 December 
2011, one year and seven months AFTER it’s claim to have severed ties with FIRM. 
 
•  Gamaliel is listed on several FIRM documents as organizational members as well as members of the 
Executive Committee of FIRM in 2011, and these documents were hosted on Gamaliel’s website.  These 
documents were uploaded under the heading “FIRM Strategy Session,” and were all dated 2011. 
 

•  Gamaliel is listed among members of FIRM in a March 2012 article on the Selma-to-Montgomery march. 
 
•  Both Gamaliel and FIRM deleted all the evidence we provided in our report from their websites AFTER 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh questioned the Gamaliel Foundation about its relationship with FIRM. 



In our initial report, ALL pointed out 
that the Gamaliel Foundation was listed 

as a member of FIRM, as was 
discovered on Gamaliel’s own website.  
Also note that this membership map is 

for the year 2011. 



http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM%20Memberhsip%20Map%202011.pdf  

Immediately following the letter we received, this error message now appears where 
the 2011 membership map for FIRM appeared on Gamaliel’s website on April 26, 2012, 

when American Life League captured the webpage. 

http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM Memberhsip Map 2011.pdf
http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM Memberhsip Map 2011.pdf
http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM Memberhsip Map 2011.pdf
http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM Memberhsip Map 2011.pdf
http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM Memberhsip Map 2011.pdf


Furthermore, FIRM’s membership list, which included Gamaliel, also existed on FIRM’s 
website on 26 April 2012, when American Life League researchers downloaded it into 

their database. 

http://fairimmigration.org/who-we-are/  
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After the letter of 8 August 2012, this website ALSO 
yields an error message. 
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The Gamaliel Foundation, however, failed to completely scrub its website of all 
references to FIRM for the year 2011.   A search of the Gamaliel website 

produced this root menu listing documents from a FIRM strategy session for the 
year 2011. 

http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/cri.html  

Even though the individual files 
are no longer on the website, 
Gamaliel failed to remove the 
zip file, which contains ALL of 

the above files. 

http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/cri.html


http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/cri.html   

Shortly after American Life League provided this information to local and national 
CCHD staff, news.gamaliel.org/documents became password protected so that ALL no 
longer had access to these documents online.  These documents and screen captures 

are all saved to a hard drive, however, and may be provided upon request. 

http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/cri.html


This FIRM membership list which states that it is “Effective Dec, 2011”, was hosted on 
Gamaliel’s website and lists both Ana Garcia Ashley (Gamaliel’s executive director) and 

Juan Soto (Gamaliel’s Civil Rights of Immigrants Director). 

http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM%20Contact%20list%20-Membership%202011.xlsx  
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The FIRM document titled, “List of current FIRM member organizations plus brief 
descriptions 2011,” indicates that not only is the Gamaliel Foundation a “founding 

member” of FIRM, but is currently sitting on the Executive Committee (EC). 

Gamaliel Foundation:  
 

Under the leadership of Ana Garcia-Ashley, the Gamaliel Foundation seeks to assist local 
community leaders to create, maintain and expand independent, grassroots, and powerful faith-
based community organizations. Gamaliel Foundation is a founding member of FIRM and 
currently sits in EC. 

http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-
session/List%20of%20current%20FIRM%20member%20organizations%20plus%20brief%20descriptions%202011.pdf  
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http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/electoral-track/Wellstone%20Action%20Materials/C3%20Electoral%20Planning%20Grid.xlsx  

This spreadsheet, found on Gamaliel’s website, is for a FIRM-related 
“planning grid” showing an intention to meet specific goals for the 

year 2012. 
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According to this memo, also on the 
Gamaliel website, FIRM members are 

required to participate in monthly 
conference calls and meet in person 

at the annual FIRM summit. 

http://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM-Structure%25202011.pdf  
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https://groups.google.com/forum/?fromgroups#!msg/c-mx/TSLaU96NwV4/wSu4quJjBasJ%5B1-25%5D  

This message, found on FIRM’s membership google group, shows that the executive 
director for Gamaliel participated in the 9 December 2011 Monthly FIRM Summit Call. 

https://groups.google.com/forum/?fromgroups
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At the end of the notes from the conference call is a statement that 
Gamaliel was nominated for Executive Committee membership.   



This article from March 2012 
shows that Gamaliel is still a 
member of FIRM, despite its 
support for homosexuality. 

http://www.borderexplorer.org/2012/03/1000-marchers-reenact-selma-to.html  
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The slides pertaining to the Gamaliel Foundation’s participation in FIRM shows 
that Gamaliel was aware of FIRM’s pro-homosexual position, and Gamaliel 
continued to maintain a relationship with FIRM anyway.  But more to the 

point, Gamaliel falsely stated its relationship with FIRM after discovering this 
position in May of 2010.   

 
What follows is the rest of the information ALL staff gathered on Gamaliel, 

which was submitted to local CCHD directors. 



The Associate Director of the Gamaliel 
Foundation gave the keynote address to the 

2010 Georgia Universal Unitarian Social 
Justice Conference, which provided 
workshops on homosexual activism. 

https://viewer.zoho.com/api/urlview.do?url=http://www.highstreetchurch.org/socialjusticeconference.rtf&cache=true  
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The Associate Director of the Gamaliel Foundation is 
a member of the board of directors for National 
Committee for Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP), 

which helps promote abortion and homosexuality. 

http://www.ncrp.org/partners-members  
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http://www.ncrp.org/philanthropys-promise/about  

NCRP’s project, 
Philanthropy’s Promise, 

officially lists the 
homosexual community 
as a priority for funding. 
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http://blog.ncrp.org/2012/02/policy-impacts-directory-new-online.html  

NCRP supports same-sex marriage 
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http://www.ncrp.org/files/publications/GCIP-NW_Report_low_res.pdf  

NCRP’s September 2010 document, 
“Strengthening Democracy, 

Increasing Opportunities,” cheers for 
advancements among pro-abortion 
organizations and strongly supports 

same-sex marriage. 
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Page 40 of the document 
cheers for abortion and 

birth control. 



Peppered throughout the document are 
statements of support for same-sex marriage. 



http://www.ncrp.org/files/rp-articles/rp-summer10-ramdas.pdf  

NCRP’s newsletter for the Summer of 2010 promoted the Global Fund for 
Women’s work in legalizing abortion and same-sex marriage. 
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http://blog.ncrp.org/2012/02/celebrating-our-history-40-years-of.html  

NCRP recently celebrated the LGBTQ Funders’ “40 years of LGBTQ 
Grantmaking.”  
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NCRP’s Fall/Winter 2006 
newsletter was all about the 
need to expand funding for 
“reproductive rights,” which 

includes abortion. 

Excerpts from 
this article 

follow below 
and on the 
next page. 
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Having published this article for its own 
newsletter, NCRP is using its 

organizational position to support and 
spread abortion as a “right.”  As a paying 

member, the Gamaliel Foundation is 
directly funding this effort. 



http://www.ncrp.org/files/rp-articles/RP-Spring2003-
Funding_Fair_Voices_of_Faith.pdf  

NCRP’s Spring 2003 newsletter was a 
screed against Dr. Dobson’s Focus on 
the Family because the organization 

stood against birth control, 
homosexuality and abortion. 
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