
Race and Activism (including skin color, hair, etc.) 

• I Love My Hair by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley  

• Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut by Derrick Barnes  

• My Hair is a Garden by Cozbi A. Cabrera  

• Penny and the Magic Puffballs by Alonda Williams  



• The Colors of Us by Karen Katz  

• Can I Touch Your Hair? Poems of Race, Mistakes, and Friendship by Irene Latham & Charles 

Waters  

• Gone Crazy in Alabama by Rita Williams-Garcia  

• One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia  



• Clayton Byrd Goes Underground by Rita-Williams Garcia  

• Trombone Shorty by Troy “Trombone Shorty” Andrews  

• Coretta Scott by Ntozake Shange  

• Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine  



• Bronzeville by Gwendolyn Brooks  

• Salt in His Shoes by Delores Jordan  

• Wings by Christopher Myers  

• Dancing in the Wings by Debbie Allen  



• Tar Beach (big book) by Faith Ringgold  

• Last stop on Market Street by Matt de la Pena  

• The Youngest Marcher: The Story of Audrey Faye Hendricks, A Young Civil Rights Activist by 

Cynthia Levinson  

• Charlie Takes His Shot: How Charlie Sifford Broke the Color Barrier in Golf by Nancy Chumin

 



• Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai  

• Malala: Activist for Girls’ Education by Raphaele Frier  

• Martin Rising: Requiem for a King by Andrea Davis Pinkney & Brian Pinkney  

• My Daddy, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. By Martin Luther King III  



• Before She Was Harriet by Lesa Cline-Ransome  

• Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez by Kathleen Krull  

• The Red Lollipop by Rukhsana Khan  

• Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed  



• She Persisted by Chelsea Clinton  

• Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harrison  

• Can You Say Peace? Take a journey around the world to meet different children and learn 

the many ways to say peace by Karen Katz  



• Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah by Laurie Ann Thompson

 

  



Gender Identity/Relationships 

• Jacob’s New Dress by Sarah & Ian Hoffman  

• 10,000 Dresses by Marcus Ewert   

• The Family Book by Todd Parr  



• It’s Okay to Be Different by Todd Parr  

• Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love  

• Prince & Knight by Daniel Haack  



• The Pants Project (YA) by Cat Clarke  

• They She he Me: Free to Be! By Maya & Matthew  

• Red: A Crayon’s Story by Michael Hall  



• I Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel  

• One of a Kind, Like Me Unico Como Yo (Spanish) by Laurin Mayeno  

• From the Stars in the Sky to the Fish in the Sea by Kai Cheng Thom 

 
• Introducing Teddy: A Gentle Story About Gender and Friendship by Jessica Walton

 



• Not Quite Narwhal by Jessie Sima  

  



Immigrants/Seeking Refuge 

• Juliane’s Story... A Real-life account of her journey from Zimbabwe by Andy Glynne and Karl 

Hammond  

• Rachel’s Story: A Real-Life of Her Journey from Eurasia by Andy Glynne 

 
• Ali’s Story: A Real-Life Account of His Journey from Afghanistan by Andy Glynne 

 



• Hamid’s Story: A Real-Life Account of His Journey from Eritrea by Andy Glynne

 
• Navid’s Story: A Real-Life Account of His Journey from Iran by Andy Glynne

 

• Mango, Abuela, and Me by Meg Medina  

• Island Born by Junot Diaz  



• A Different Pond (Vietnam) by Bao Phi  

• Duck for Turkey Day (Vietnamese) by Jacqueline Jules  

  



Welcoming Students / Inclusion 

• El Deafo by Cece Bell  

• The William Hoy Story: How a Deaf Baseball Player Changed the Game by Nancy Churnin 

 

• Hello Goodbye Dog by Maria Gianferrari  



• Wonder by R.J. Palacio  

• Auggie & Me: Three Wonder Stories by R.J. Palacio  

• We’re All Wonders by R.J. Palacio  



• A Boy Called Bat (Autism) by Elana Arnolds  

• Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis Braille by Jen Bryant  

  



Windows/Mirrors 

• This is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids From Around the World by Matt 

Lamothe  

• Drawn Together by Minh Le  

• Pashmina by Nidhi Chanani  



• Jasmine Toguchi Mochi Queen by Debbi Michiko Florence  

• A Big Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin  

• Starry River of the Sky by Grace Lin  

• Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin  



• When the Sea Turned to Silver by Grace Lin  

• Zoey Sassafras by Asia Citro (series)  

• Twintuition (series) by Tia & Tamera Mowry  



• Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall  

• Get a Hit, Mo! By David Adler  

• Almost Zero by Nikki Grimes  



• King & Kayla and the Case of the Secret Code by Dori Hillestad Butler  

• Early Sunday Morning by Denene Millner  

• The Water Princess by Susan Verde  



• Over and Under the Pond by Kate Messner  

• Maya’s Blanket / La Manta De Maya by Monica Brown  

• Amelia’s Show and Tell Fiesta (Spanish) by Mimi Chapra  

• The Fiesta Dress: A Quinceanera Tale by Caren McNelly McCormack  



• Frida by Jonah Winter  

• Funny Bones: Posada and His Day of the Dead Calaveras by Duncan Tonatiuh

 
• Ada’s Violin: The True Story of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay by Susan Hood

 

• Biblioburro: A True Story from Colombia by Jeannette Winter  



• All Around Us by Xelena Gonzalez  

• Thunder Boy Jr. By Sherman Alexie  

• My Heart Fills with Happiness by Monique Gray Smith (Cree)  

• Little You by Richer Van Camp  



• We Sang You Home by Richard Van Camp  

• Wild Berries (Cree) by Julie Flett  

• When We Were Alone by David Alexander Robertson  



• Dragonfly Kites by Tomson Highway  

• A Day with Yayah by Nicola Campbell  

• You Hold Me Up by Monique Gray Smith  

• Salam Alaikum: A Message of Peace by Harris J  



• Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan  

• Yo Soy Muslim: A Father’s Letter to his Daughter by Mark Gonzalez  

• What Does a Muslim Look Like? By Mohamed Abdel-Kader  

•  

• Malaya 



• It’s Ramadan, George by   

• Leliah’s Lunchbox:A Ramadan Story by Reem Faruqi  

• Moon Watchers: Shirin’s Ramadan Miracle by Reza Jalali  

• My First Ramadan by Karen Katz  



• Amal’s Eid by Amy Maranville  

• The Best Eid Ever by Asma Mobin-Uddin  

• Hassan and Aneesa Celebrate Eid by Yasmeen Rahim  

• Thanksgiving for Emily Ann by Teresa Johnston  



• Baseball Bats for Christmas by Michael Arvaarluk Kusugak & Vladyana Krykorka 

 

• My First Chinese New Year by Karen Katz  

  



SEL 

• Zero (Accepting different body types/social skills) by Kathryn Otoshi  

• One (Bullying) by Kathryn Otoshi  

• Two (Friendship) by Kathrn Otoshi  

• Giraffes Can’t Dance (Self-Esteem & Bullying) by Andreae Giles  



• The Recess Queen by Alexis O’Neill (Bullying & Friendship)  

• Jared’s Cool Out Space by Jane Nelson  

• Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg  

• After the Fall: How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up Again (Handling Trauma) by Dan Santat

 



• Little Blue and Little Yellow (Friendship) by Leo Lionni  

• A Color of His Own (Friendship & Self-Esteem) by Leo Lionni  

• Baabwaa & Wooliam (Friendship) by David Elliott  

• Yo! Yes! (Friendship) by Chris Raschka  



• Hello, My Name is Octicorn by Kevin Diller  

• The Bad Mood and the Stick (Emotions & Feelings) by Lemony Snicket  

• The Book of Mistakes by Corinna Luyken  

• The Thing Lou Couldn’t Do (Self-Esteem & Resilience) by Ashley Spires  



• A Bike Like Sergio’s (Right v. Wrong/Social Status) by Maribeth Boelts  

• Maybe Something Beautiful: How Art Transformed a Neighborhood (Social class) by Isabel F. 

Campoy  

•  Hey, Little Ant (Acceptance & Peer Pressure) by Phillip and Hannah Hoose

 

• The Goodbye Book (Death & Loss) by Todd Parr  



• It Takes a Village (Community) by Hillary Rodham Clinton  

• Love by Matt de la Pena (Emotions & Feelings)  

• When Sophie Gets Angry – Really, Really Angry by Molly Bang  

 


